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GeneralIntroductionandObjectives
Grammaristraditionallysubdividedintotwodifferentbutinter-relatedareasofstudy:
morphologyandsyntax.Morphologyisthestudyofhow wordsareformedoutof
smallerunitscalledmorphemes,andsoaddressesquestionssuchas:Whatarethe
componentmorphemesofawordlikeAntidisestablishmentarianism andwhatisthe
natureofthemorphologicaloperationsbywhichtheyarecombinedtogethertoform
theoverallword?Syntaxisthestudyofthewayinwhichphrasesandsentencesare
structuredoutofwords,andsoaddressesquestionslike:Whatisthestructureofa
sentencelikeWhat’sthepresidentdoing?andwhatisthenatureofthegrammatical
operationsbywhichitscomponentwordsarecombinedtogethertoform theoverall
sentencestructure?(Radford2004)

Thiscourse,IntroductiontoGrammaticalAnalysisI,isintendedtofamiliarizeyou
with topics on descriptive analysis in Syntaxwithouta bias foranyparticular
syntactictheoryorframework.Inthiscousematerial,youwillcomeacrosstopics
andtermsthatcutacrossallsyntactictheories,asyoufamiliarizeyourselfwiththem,
youwillbeabletoduscusssyntaxwitheaseandwithouttheusualfearthatis
attachedtoitbysome.

Someofthetopicsyouwillstudyinthecoursearethefollowing:grammatical
functions,functionalcategories,grammaticalfeatures,subcategorization and
selection restrictions.Others include paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations,
processesandparticipants,givenandnewinformation,topicandcommentandend
focus.Thesetopicshavebeenpresentedinsimpleandeasy-to-understandmanner
sothatitwillbepossibletostudythem onyourownandyouwillhaveavividand
clearunderstandingofthem.

GeneralObjectives
Thiscourseshallprovideyouwithintroductorydescriptionsandexplanationsof
syntacticanalysesforyoutobeablediscussandanalyseelementarygrammatical
structures.Youshouldbeabletoexplainthefollowingattheendofthecourse:
meaningandtypesofgrammar,theword,wordclasses,wordorder,grammatical
functions,structuresabovethewordsuchasthephrase,theclauseandthesentence.
Othertopicsthatyoushouldbeabletodiscussareparadigmaticandsyntagmatic
relationsinconstructions,interpretinginformationandbasicgrammaticaltermsand
ornotions.
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MeaningofGrammar
Introduction
Grammarisacentralterm inLinguistics.However,thereisagreatdealofconfusion
aboutthisterm becauseitisusedinverymanyways.Inotherwords,theterm
‘grammar’coversawiderangeofphenomenon.

TheLinguisticDefinitionsofGrammar
Term grammargoesbacktotheGreekwordwhichmaybetranslatedas‘theartof
writing’.Butthiswordacquiredamuchwidersenseandcametoembracethewhole
studyoflanguage.InLinguistics,theconceptofgrammarisnotrestrictedtoasingle
meaningdespitethefactthatallthesemeaningsaretakentobestandardintheir
owncontexts.Eachdefinitiondependsonthecontextwheretheterm isused.
Althoughthesemeaningsinterrelatewithoneanothersomehow,yetyoushouldknow
howtodistinguishonefrom theother.Thesemeaningsarestatedbelow.
 Grammarisallthatanativespeakerknowsintheuseofhislanguage.
 Grammarisabranchoflanguagestudywhichcomprisesmorphologyandsyntax.
 Grammarisaformaldescriptionofalanguageusuallybeingpublishedasgrammar

textsmeantforstudentsorotherusers.
 Grammarisasetoflanguageruleswhichcanbegeneralizedintoabodyoftruthcalled

theory.
 Grammaristheattainablestandardofacceptabilitybeingusedtojustifygrammatical

expressionsinaparticularlanguage.

Grammarasthenativespeakerknowledge
A nativespeakeristheonethatspeaksalanguageashisfirstlanguage.Heis
expectedtobecompetentinthatlanguagebecauseheusesitasamother-tongue
(thefirstlanguageoneacquiredinlife).Thisisthelanguagethroughwhichhe
acquiresmoreknowledgeinlife.Healsousesthislanguagetolearnotherlanguages.
Therefore,itisexpectedthatheknowsthestructureofhislanguage.Heisthebest
persontodescribehislanguagebecauseheknowswhenanutteranceiscorrector
not.Linguistsbelievethathecoulddothisbecausehehadinternalizedthegrammar
ofhislanguage.BetweenMr.ÒjóthatspeaksonlyYorùbáandMallam Nuhuthat
speaksonlyHausa,who do youthinkcanreallydescribetheYorùbálanguage
structure?Ofcourse,itisMr.Òjó.SinceMr.ÒjóisanativespeakerofYorùbá,his
knowledgeofthelanguageconstitutesakindofYorùbágrammar.Mr.Òjóhasinhis
headacompletegrammarofYorùbá“accordingto”hisexperienceinthelanguage.
SodoesMallam NuhuacompletegrammarofHausacorrespondingtohisexposure
therein.Inthesameway,thenativespeakersofEdo,Efik,Igbo,Idoma,Ebira,Urhobo,
Is̩e̩kiri,Ijo̩andotherlanguagesalsohavethegrammaroftheirlanguagesintheir
heads.

Thenativespeakerknowledgeisimplicit.Itisusuallyeasytothinkaboutandto
reporton.AccordingtoChomsky(1957),itisseenasadevicethatformulatesallthe
acceptablesentencespossibleinalanguage.Itisaverybroadconceptofgrammar
becauseitincludestherightpronunciation(thephonology),therightstructure(the
syntax)andtherightmeaning(semantics)ofeachacceptableexpression.Thisis
representedinthediagram below.
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GRAMMAR

PHONOLOGY SYNTAX SEMANTICS

Phonologyisthestudyofsoundsystemsinlanguage.
Syntaxreferstothearrangementofwordsorwaysinwhichwordsareputtogether
andtheinternalstructureofthewordi.e.syntaxincludesmorphology.
Semanticsisthestudyofmeaninginlanguage.

GrammarasMorphologyandSyntax
Inthespecificorrestrictedsense,grammarisjustonebranchoflanguagestructure
distinctfrom phonologyandsemantics.Itdealswithasetofrulesandexamples
dealingwiththesyntaxandmorphologyofalanguage.

LANGUAGESTRUCTURE

PHONOLOGYGRAMMARSEMANTICS

SYNTAX MORPHOLOGY

Syntaxreferstothearrangementofwordsorwaysinwhichwordsareputtogether.
Morphologyreferstotheinternalstructureofwordsorthedifferentformsorshapes
ofwords.

GrammarasaLanguageDescription
Inanothersense,grammarisadescriptionofthestructureofalanguageandhow
linguisticunitssuchaswordsandphrasesarecombinedintosentencesandthe
meaningandfunctionsofthesentencesinthelanguageinquestion.Inthissense,
everylanguagebeitEnglish,Yorùbá,Igbohasagrammarofitsownandthegrammar
ofonelanguageisdifferentfrom theother.

When grammaris used in this sense,itis more preferable to use the term
grammaticalstructure.Thatbeingthecase,whenwearetalkingaboutthegrammar
ofHausa,forexample,whatwemeanisthegrammaticalstructureofHausa.This
view isinLongmanDictionaryofAppliedLinguisticswherethefirstdefinitionof
grammarisgiven‘adescriptionofthestructureofalanguageandthewayinwhich
linguisticunitssuchaswordsandphrasesarecombinedtoproducesentencesinthe
language.Itusuallytakesintoaccountthemeaningandfunctionthesesentences
haveintheoverallsystem oflanguage.Itmayormaynotincludethedescriptionof
thesoundsofalanguage’.

GrammarasaTheoryofSyntax
Inacertaincurrentlinguistictheory,grammarisusedtodesignateasetofrulesand
thelexicon.Thesetoffiniterulesaredesignedtoaccountfordifferentlanguages
withtheaim ofprovidingatheorythatcanmodelwhatwillbeknownasUniversal
Grammar(UG).SomeofthesetheoriesormodelsareTransformationalGenerative
Grammar(TGG),Systemic Grammar,etc.Itshould be emphasized thatwithin
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Linguistics,thisview ofgrammarhasundergoneandisstillundergoingseveral
modificationstoproduceseveralmodelofgrammaticalstructure.

GrammarasaStandardofAcceptability
Whatdoyouthinkismeantbytheterm ‘grammar’whenonesaysanyofthefollowing
sentences?

IneedtoimproveonmygrammarbeforeIcanattendthatinterview.
Itisnotagoodgrammartosayyoushouldraiseupyourhands.
Itisabadgrammartosay“It’sme”whenyouareaskedwhoknocksat
thedoor.
ThoughJohnhasagoodcommandofvocabulary,hisgrammaris

terrible.

Whentheterm grammarisusedinthisway,oneissimplymakingjudgmenton
whetheranexpressionisacceptableorunacceptableinaparticularvarietyordialect
ofalanguage.Linguistshavealsodiscoveredthatsomeexpressionsthatareusually
termed“ungrammatical”inthestandarddialectofalanguageareoftenacceptedas
grammaticalinthenon-standarddialects.Therefore,iftheresearchisbasedonany
ofthosenon-standarddialects,thesameexpressionswillbegrammatical.

TypesofGrammar

Iwilldiscusssixtypesofgrammar.TheseareDescriptiveGrammar,Prescriptive
Grammar,PedagogicalGrammar,ReferenceGrammar,TheoreticalGrammarand
TraditionalGrammar.Iwillexplaineachofthetypeswithappropriateexamples
whereapplicable.

DescriptiveGrammar
DescriptiveGrammarisanapproachthatdescribesthegrammaticalconstructions
thatareusedinalanguage.Thesearethesoundsandsoundpatterns,thebasicunits
ofmeaning,suchaswords,andtherulestocombinethem toform newsentences.
Whenlinguistswishtodescribealanguage,theyattempttodescribethegrammarof
thelanguagethatexistsinthemindsofitsspeakers.Theremaybesomedifference
amongspeakers’knowledge,buttheremustbesharedknowledge,becauseitisthis
grammarthatmakesitpossibletocommunicatethroughlanguage.Thegrammar
then,iswhatweknow;itrepresentsourlinguisticcompetence.Tounderstandthe
natureoflanguage,wemustunderstandthenatureofthisinternalized,unconscious
setofrules,whichispartofeverygrammarofeverylanguage.Adescriptivegrammar
doesnottellyouhowyoushouldspeak;itdescribesyourbasiclinguisticknowledge.
Itexplainshowitispossibleforyoutospeakandunderstands,andittellswhatyou
knowaboutthesounds,wordsphrasesandsentencesofyourlanguage.

PrescriptiveGrammar

PrescriptiveGrammarisamanualthatfocusesonconstructionswhereusageis
divided,andlaysdownrulesgoverningthesociallycorrectuseoflanguage.The
prescriptivegrammariansbelievedthattherearecertain“correct”formsthatall
educatedpeopleshoulduseinspeakingandwritingandthatlanguagechangeis
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corruption.Theywishedtoprescriberatherthandescribetherulesofgrammar.For
example,theywouldsaythat“twonegativesmakeapositive”andthereforeone
shouldnotsayIdon’thavenoneratheroneshouldsayIdon’thaveany;thateven
whenyouissingular,itshouldbefollowedbythepluralwere;henceitwrongtosay
Youwaswrongaboutthat.Thecorrectform isYouwerewrongaboutthat.In
comparativeconstructions,thenominativeform ofthepronoun(e.g.I,he,andthey)
shouldfollow thanandnottheobjectiveform (me,him,andthem).Therefore,itis
wrong(astheprescriptivegrammarianwouldsay)tosayAdeisfatterthanme.The
correctform isAdeisfatterthanI.Manyofthese“rules”werebasedonLatin
grammar,whichhad alreadygivenwayto differentrulesinthelanguagesthat
developedfrom Latin.ManyofthesenewruleswerelegislatedinEnglishgrammar.
Allthosewhoprescriberulesforlanguageareboundtofail.Languageisvigorous
anddynamicandconstantlychanging.Alllanguagesanddialectsareexpressive,
completeandlogical.
PedagogicalGrammar
APedagogicalGrammarofalanguageisabookspecificallydesignedforteachinga
foreignlanguageorfordevelopinganawarenessofthemothertongue.Itisalso
knownasteachinggrammar.Itstatesexplicitlytherulesofthelanguageordialect.It
assumesthatthestudentalreadyknowsonelanguageandcomparesthegrammar
ofthetargetlanguagewiththegrammarofthenativelanguage.Themeaningofa
wordisgivenbyprovidingagloss-theparallelwordinthestudent’snativelanguage
suchasilé“house”.Itisassumedthatthestudentknowsthemeaningofthegloss
“house”andsothemeaningoftheYorùbáwordilé.

Soundsofthetargetlanguagethatdonotoccurinthenativelanguageareoften
describedbyreferencetoknownsounds.Therulesonhowtoputwordstogetherto
form grammaticalsentences also referthe learners’knowledge oftheirnative
language.Pedagogicalgrammars mightbe prescriptive in the sense thatthey
attempttoteachthestudentwhatisorisnotagrammaticalconstructioninthenew
language.Theiraim isdifferentfrom grammarsthatattempttochangetherulesor
usageofalanguagealreadylearnt.

ReferenceGrammar
AReferenceGrammarisagrammaticaldescriptionthattriestobeascomprehensive
aspossible,sothatitcanactasareferencebookforthoseinterestedinestablishing
grammaticalfactsinmuchthesamewayasadictionaryisusedasa“reference
lexicon”.Forexampleinthebook‘AReferenceGrammarforStudentsofEnglish’by
R.A.Close,theprefacesaysthebook‘willexplainhow anEnglishsentenceisbuilt
up,…describethegrammaticalsystem asawhole…[and]introducetheterminology
withwhichwecanlabelitscomponentparts’.ProfessorAwobuluyi’sbook‘Essentials
ofYorùbáGrammar’‘…presentstheYorùbálanguageasitreallyis,ratherthanas
seenhitherto.Themajorpartsofspeechofthelanguageare…establisheduniformly
onthecriterionoffunctionalone’.Booksliketheonesmentionedabovearereference
grammarbooksoftheselanguages.Otherexamplesofreferencegrammarinclude‘A
GrammarofYorùbá’byEmeritusProfessorAyo̩Bamgbos̩e,‘EnglishGrammar:A
LinguisticStudyofitsClassesandStructures’byF.S.Scottetal.

TraditionalGrammar
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TraditionalGrammarisaterm oftenusedtosummarizetherangeofattitudesand
methodsfoundintheperiodofgrammaticalstudybeforetheadventoflinguistic
science.The‘tradition’inquestionisover2,000yearsandincludestheworksof
classicalGreekand Roman grammarians,Renaissancewritersand 18th century
prescriptivegrammarians.Thetraditionalgrammariansawitashistasktoformulate
thestandardsofcorrectnessandtoimposethese,ifnecessary,uponthespeakersof
thelanguage.Linguistsgenerallyusetheterm ‘traditionalgrammar’pejoratively,
identifyinganunscientificapproachtogrammaticalstudyinwhichlanguageswere
analyzedinterm ofLatin,withscantyregardforempiricalfactsi.e.publiclyverifiable
data/factsobtainedbymeansofobservationorexperiment.

TheoreticalGrammar
TheoreticalGrammarisanapproachthat’sgoesbeyondthestudyofindividual
language.Itstudieslanguageandlanguageswithaviewtoconstructingatheoryof
theirstructureandfunctions.Thosethatpertaintohumanlanguages,representing
theuniversalpropertiesoflanguage,constitutetheuniversalgrammar.Theoretical
grammardetermines whatconstructs are needed in orderto do any kind of
grammaticalanalysis,andhowthesecanbeappliedconsistentlyintheinvestigation
ofahumanlanguage.Theoreticalgrammarsuppliestheconceptsandcategoriesin
termsofwhichparticularlanguagesaretobeanalyzed.Thegoaloftheoretical
grammaristheformulationofasatisfactorytheoryofthestructureoflanguagein
general.Forexample,itmightformulatethehypothesisthatalllanguageshave
nouns and verbs.The studyofgrammarofa particularlanguage (descriptive
grammar)providesthedatawhichconfirm orrefutethepropositionsandtheories
putforwardintheoreticalgrammar.

MisconceptionsabouttheUseoftheTerm Grammar
Introduction
Theterm ‘grammar’couldberegardedasmisconceptions.Inthislecture,Iwill
explainandanalyzethesemisconceptionssothatyouwillbeabletoavoidthem.
Afterstudyingthislecture,youshouldbeabletoidentifycertainmisconceptions
aboutgrammarandanalyzehowtheyareso.

MisconceptionsaboutGrammar
Usingtheterm grammartorefertothegrammarbook
Itisnotuncommonforaschoolpupiltoaskhis/herclassmatethefollowingquestion:
“Canyoulendmeyourgrammar?”Itisobviousthattheterm grammarinthissense
simplyreferstoagrammarbook.Butinactualfact,thegrammarofalanguageisnot
thesamethingasthebook.However,itcouldbearguedthatalthoughthebookitself
isnotthegrammar,whatitcontainsisatleastgrammatical.Eveninthissense,the
grammarofthelanguageinquestionisstilllimitedaspresentedbytheauthorofthe
bookbecausethegrammarofalanguageiscertainlymorethantheonewrittenbyan
individualauthor.

EquatingGrammarwithGrammaticalLabelsorTerminologies
Anothersenseinwhichtheterm grammarismisusediswhenitisconfusedwith
grammaticalterms.Itisnotunusualforaschoolteachertocomplainthatastudent



OyèTáíwò(2021):IntroductiontoGrammaticalAnalysisI

LIN121:Page9of9

‘doesnotknowanygrammar’whenthestudentdoesnotknowforexamplethatthe
word‘dancing’belongstothegrammaticalterm called‘gerund’orwhenthestudentis
unabletorefertotraditionaltermsaspartofspeech,orwhenthestudentdoesnot
knowthetraditionaldefinitionoftheverbas,‘awordwhichexpressesaction,orstate
ofbeing’.Commongrammaticaltermssuchasnoun,verb,gerund,subject,object,
predicate,etc.donotconstitutethegrammarofalanguage.Thefactthatastudent
cannotdefinesuchgrammaticalterm thatisgiventowordwhenitisusedina
certainwaydoesnotmeanthatthestudentdoesnotknowanygrammarinthesense
ofthestructureofthelanguageinquestion.

Grammatica
Whentheterm grammarisusedinthesenseof‘grammatica’:aGreekwordmeaning
asetofrulesforwriting;itisclearthatlanguageswhichhaveneverbeenreducedor
committedtowritingwillberegardedashavingnogrammar.However,itshouldbe
emphasizedthatthespokenlanguageprecedesthewrittenlanguageandthatone
learnstospeakbeforelearningtowrite.Thismeansineffectthatthegrammatical
patternswrittendownwhenwewritethegrammarofalanguagealreadyexistin
spokenform.Thatbeingthecase,theview thatlanguagesthathavenotbeen
reducedorcommittedtowritinghavenogrammarissimplyunacceptable.

GrammarandMeaning
Anothermisconceptionisthatgrammarisessentiallyconcernedwithmeaning.This
view isunacceptableinLinguisticswhereadistinctionisusuallymadebetween
GrammarandSemantics.Thereareindeedseveralwaysofshowingthatthereisno
onetoonecorrespondencebetweengrammaticalandsemanticdistinctions.Tocite
justoneinstance,wecanconsiderthecaseofsexandgender.Sexisasemantic
distinction while genderis a grammaticaldistinction.Examples from Romance
languages-French,Italian,Spanishwillclearlyshow thatitiswrongtoequatesex
withgenderortogivemeaningtogenderasmaleorfemaleingrammar.Inthese
romancelanguages,allnounscanbedividedgrammaticallyaccordingtogenderinto
twoplacesnamelymasculineandfeminine.Theclassificationissupportedinthe
grammarinthefactthatdifferentformsofarticlesandadjectivesgowiththese
classes.Someexamplesarestatedbelow.

French Italian Spanish English
Masculine: Lelivre illibro ellibro ‘thebook’
Feminine: laporte laparta lapuarta ‘the
door’

French: Masculine Feminine
Lelivrevert Laporteverte
thebookgreen‘thegreenbook’ thedoorgreen‘thegreendoor’

Giventheseexamples,itwillbeclearlywrongtoclaim thatinFrench,Italianand
Spanishlanguages,allobjectsareeithermaleorfemaleorthattheyhavethe
meaningmaleorfemale.Thisisfarfrom beingcorrect,whatsimplyhappensisthat
ingrammaroftheselanguages,allnounscanbedividedintotwoclasses:masculine



OyèTáíwò(2021):IntroductiontoGrammaticalAnalysisI

LIN121:Page10of10

andfeminine.

Anotherevidencetoshowthatgenderingrammardoesnotmeanthesamethingas
sexisthefactthatinsomelanguages,manyofthenounswhichareclassifiedas
feminineactuallyrefertooccupationthatarenormallyperformedbyheavylooking
youngmenasisevidentinthefollowingFrenchexamples.

Lavigie‘thenightwatch’ Larecruit‘therecruit’
Lasentinelle‘thesentinel(guard)’

Moreover,inGerman,thewordsthatarecommonlyusedtorefertoyounggirlsas
wellasyoungladiesareclassifiedasneutergender(neithermasculinenorfeminine),
eg

German: dasmädchen‘girls’Dasfräuleu‘youngladies’

Theconclusionfrom alltheseexamplesandothersisthatgrammarisnotessentially
concernedwithmeaning.

SomeLanguageshaveGrammarwhileothersaredevoidofGrammar
Anothermisconceptionistheviewpointthatsomelanguageshavegrammarwhile
othersaredevoidofgrammar.Thisviewpointisbasedonaveryrestricteduseofthe
term grammar.In this restricted sense,grammar is equated with just the
morphologicalprocessreferredtoasinflections.Thus,languagessuchasRussian
andLatinwhichhaveinflectionsareregardedashavinggrammar,whilelanguages
likeEnglishwhichhavelittleinflectionshavenotmuchgrammar,andlanguageslike
Vietnamis,Chinese,Yorùbáwhichhavenoinflectionshavenogrammar.Inlanguages
thathaveinflections,wehaveseveralshapes/formsofawordasisevidentfrom the
followingexamples.

Russian ‘cat’
Koška ‘cat’(nominative)Koški ‘ofacat’ Koške ‘to/foracat’
Košku ‘cat’(accusative)Koško ‘byacat’ Koške ‘aboutacat’

Latin ‘Master’
Dominus‘master’(nominative) Domini‘ofamaster/masters(plural)’
domino‘to/from amaster’ dominum ‘master’(accusative)
domine ‘O master’ dominomim ‘ofmasters’(plural)
dominos‘masters’(accusative) dominis‘from masters’

Thefactthatsomelanguageshavedifferentshapes/formsforawordandothers
languagesdonothavedoesnotmeanthatthelanguagesthatdonothavethis
featurehavenogrammar.Inflectionisjustagrammaticalfeatureanddoesnot
constitutethegrammarofthelanguage.

Construction
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Constructionistheterm usedbygrammariansforthesyntacticcharacterizationofa
sentence,orofanysmallerunitthatwecandistinguishwithinit.Inthislecture,you
shallstudythefollowing:construction,asyntacticunitandgrammaticalcategories.
Constructionsaretobedescribedintermsoffunctionsandrelation.Asyntacticunit
isacombinationofwordswhichhaveaconstructionoftheirown.Forexample,in

1. Hesaidyoulookedbeautiful.
Thelastthreewords,youlookedbeautiful,form asyntacticunitalsoknownasa
syntagm.Asyntacticunitcanbelookedatfrom twoangles.First,wecanconsiderit
asawhole,foritsfunctionseitherinisolationoraspartofalargerunit.Inthe
expressionbelow

2. foodwhichtastespeppery
thewordsinbold(lastthreewords)isarelativeclause,aclausewhosefunctionisin
relationtoanantecedentnoun.Thewholeexpression‘foodwhichtastespeppery’is
anoun phrasewhosefunctionsarethesameasthoseofasinglenoun.The
expressionin(3)

3. Ittastesnice.

isamainclause,functioningasasentence,itisalsoadeclarativesentence.Anyunit
canbecharacterizedonmorethanonedimension,forinstance,(3)isaclausenota
phrase,declarativenotinterrogative,mainandnotrelativeclause.

Thesecondcharacterizationisintermsofaunit’sinternalconnection.Usingtheunit
in(3)asanexample,Ittastesnicehasa SubjectandPredicator.It(pronoun)isthe
subjectoftheverbandthesubjectwithintheclauseorsentenceaswhole.Tastesis
apredicatorto nicewhichisthecomplementoftastes;nice(adjective)isthe
complementofthe verb which is the relation ofpartto part,as wellas the
complementwithintheclause,relationofparttowhole.Inthenounclause(2),food
whichtastespeppery,foodistheheadwhilewhichtastespepperyisthemodifier.
Constructionsaretobedescribedintermsoffunctionsandrelation,andnotsimply
intermsofpartsofspeechandtheirsequentialdistribution.InIttastesnice,thefirst
wordisasubjectrelatedtoapredicator,tastes;itisnotsimplyapronounwhichis
immediatelyfollowedbyaverb.Adifferenceofconstructioncannowbeseenasa
differenceofmeaning,eitherofthewholeorinatleastonerelationshipbetween
elements.Forexample

4. Hesoundedafool.
meansthat,from whatoneheard,itseemsthatheisfoolish,but

5. Hesoundedatrumpet.
heheldtheinstrumentandblewit.Here,thereisadifferenceofconstructionaswell
assimplyadifferenceofwords,afoolhavingthefunctionofsubjectcomplement
andatrumpetthatofadirectobject.

Syntax
The term Syntax is from the ancientGreek Syntaxis,a verbalnoun meaning
‘arrangement’or‘settingouttogether’.Traditionally,syntax‘referstothebranchof
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grammardealing with the ways in which words,with orwithoutappropriate
inflections are arranged to show connections ofmeaning within the sentence’
(Matthews1981:1)Forexample,inittastesnice,thereareconnectionsofmeaning
amongit,tastes,andnice,hencewehaveit+tastes+nicewordorderandnotany
otherpermutations*tastesitnice,*itnicetastes,*nicetastesit

Thereisalsoconnectionofmeaningbyinflectionalagreementbetweentheverband
pronoun(ittastesnotittaste).Theindividualconnectionscanalsoform partofa
differentwholee.g.Howniceittastes!(Exclamation)orasapartofalargersentence.
Howniceittastes,youarenottoeatanymore.Thefieldofsyntaxcoversbothwhat
isshown(e.g.How niceittastesisanexclamation)andthemeansbywhichitis
done(agreement,orderofwordsandotherdevices).Thesyntax1 ofalanguageis
describedintermsofataxonomy(i.e.classificatorylist)oftherangeofdifferent
typesofsyntacticstructuresfoundinthelanguage.

Thecentralassumptionunderpinningsyntacticanalysisintraditionalgrammaristhat
phrasesandsentencesarebuiltupofaseriesofconstituents(i.e.syntacticunits),
eachofwhichbelongstoaspecificgrammaticalcategoryandservesaspecific
grammaticalfunction.Giventhisassumption,thetaskofthelinguistanalysingthe
syntactic structure ofany given type ofsentence is to identify each ofthe
constituentsinthesentence,and(foreachconstituent)tosaywhatcategoryit
belongstoandwhatfunctionitserves.Forexample,inrelationtothesyntaxofa
simplesentencelike:

6.Studentsprotested

itwouldtraditionallybesaidthatthesentenceconsistsoftwoconstituents(theword
studentsandthewordprotested),thateachoftheseconstituentsbelongstoa
specificgrammaticalcategory(studentsbeingapluralnounandprotestedapast
tenseverb)andthateachservesaspecificgrammaticalfunction(studentsbeingthe
subjectofthesentence,andprotestedbeingitspredicate).Theoverallsentence
Studentsprotestedhasthecategorialstatusofaclausewhichisfiniteinnature(by
virtueofdenotinganeventtakingplaceataspecifictime),andhasthesemantic
functionofexpressingapropositionwhichisdeclarativeinforce(inthatitisusedto
makeastatementratherthane.g.askaquestion).Accordingly,atraditionalgrammar
ofEnglishwouldtellusthatthesimplesttypeoffinitedeclarativeclausefoundin
Englishisasentencelike(6)inwhichanominalsubjectisfollowedbyaverbal
predicate.

TheWord
Despitethefactthatthenotionofwordsappearsquitewidespreadorfamiliar,noone
hasyetbeenabletoproposeasatisfactoryuniversaldefinitionoftheword.Inother
words,itisnoteasytosaycategoricallywhatawordisandhowitcanbedefined.

TypesofWords

1Thediscussioninthissectionistakenfrom Radford(2004,2009)



OyèTáíwò(2021):IntroductiontoGrammaticalAnalysisI

LIN121:Page13of13

Theinabilityoflinguiststofindasatisfactorydefinitiontothenotionoftheword
couldbetracedinparttothefactthatthereatleastfourdifferenttypesofwords.
Thesearetheorthographicword,themorphologicalword,thelexicalwordandthe
semanticword.

Orthographicword:Byorthographicword,itismeantthewordwhichinwritinghasa
spaceoneithersideofit.

Eg.ThatboyisastudentofLinguistics.-7orthographicwords

Phonologicalword:Thenotionoforthographicwordappliesonlyto thewritten
medium.Thisissobecauseinnormalspeech,wedonotalwayshavetopause
betweenwords.Butifawordcanbeidentifiedbythephonologicalphenomenonof
pauseinspeech,suchawordisreferredto asaphonologicalword.Hence,a
phonologicalwordcanbedefinedassoundorcombinationofvocalsoundsto
expressmeaning.

Morphologicalwords:Amorphologicalwordisrecognizedbyitsform orshapeonly
andnotbyitsmeaning.Forinstance,thewordbankisonemorphologicalwordin
spiteofthefactthatitcanrefertothefollowingamongothers:
 itcanrefertoaplacewheremoneyisloaned,issued,exchanged,andkept.
 itcanrefertotherisinggroundborderingariver,lakeorsea.
However,bankandbankswillberegardedastwomorphologicalwordsbyvirtueof
thefactthattheyarenotidenticalinform.

LexicalWords:Alexicalwordincludesallthevariousformsofitemsthatareclosely
related in respectofmeaning.Forinstance,while bank and banks are two
morphologicalwords,theyarejustonelexicalwordbecauseofmeaningrelationship.
Similarly,thevariousformssuchasthefollowingwrite,writes,writing,written,and
wrotearefivemorphologicalwordsbutonlyonelexicalword.

WRITEisthelexeme(thebasiclexicalunitcomprisingoneorseveralwords)orthe
principalwordwhereotherformsarederived.

WRITE

write wrote writes writtenwriting

TAKE

taketakestakingtakentook

SemanticWords:Asemanticwordisonewhichhasjustoneunitofmeaning.In
effect,morphologicallyidenticalitemswhichdifferinmeaningaredifferentsemantic
words.Wordsliketheseareregardedaspolysemouswords.Forinstance,theitem
bankcanhavemorethanonemeaning,andforthatreason,theitem isnotjustone
semanticword.A wordthatismarkedbymultiplicityofmeaningissaidtobe
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polysemous.Ifbankisgiventwomeanings,itisonemorphologicalwordwithtwo
semanticmeanings.Alsothewordtablecanbeonemorphologicalwordbutmore
thanonesemanticword.

table- chart,diagram
wherethingsarekepte.g.book.Usedforwriting.

IdentificationandClassificationofWords
Althoughtherearenofullproofcriteriaforidentifyingwords,thefollowingareamong
thecriteriathathavebeensuggestedbylinguistsforthispurpose:thecriterionof
structuralstabilityandthecriterionofuninterruptability

Thecriterionofstructuralstability :Thiscriterionemphasizesthefactthatof
alllinguisticunits,wordsarethemoststructurallystableinrespectofinternal
structure.Inotherwords,theconstituentpartsofacomplexwordaremoreorless
fixed,theycannotberearranged.

Unwarrantable un-warrant-able not
*warrantableun *unablewarrant *ablewarrantun *warrantunable

Disagreement dis-agree-mentnot
*agreementdis *dismentagree*mentagreedis *agreedisment

Thecriterionofuninterruptability:Accordingtothiscriterion,thesequenceofaword
cannotbeinterrupted.Inotherwords,new elementscannotbeinserted inthe
sequenceofaword.

Children wecanhave‘littlechildren’
butcannothave*childlittleren

Disagreement wecanhave‘smalldisagreement’
butcannothave*disagreesmallment

Thiscriterioncaninfactbeusedtoconfirm thenumberofwordsinagivensequence.

GrammaticalClassificationofWords
Severalgrammaticalclassifications ofwords have been proposed bylinguists.
Among sucharethefollowing:Variableand Invariablewords;Grammaticaland
Lexicalwords;Open-classandclosed–classwords.

Variable words:Variable words are words thatexpress orsignalgrammatical
relationshipthroughachangeofform,e.g.

boy-boys; big- bigger,biggest
Dance-dancing, dances, danced,dancers

Invariablewords:Invariablewordsarewordsthatexpressgrammaticalrelationship
withoutachangeofform.Theyincludewordslike at,on–prepositions;and,but–
conjunctions

Grammaticalwords:Grammaticalwordsarewordsthatmerelysignalgrammatical
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relationshiporwordswhoserolesarelargelywhollygrammatical.Othertermsused
forthisclassofwordsarefunctionwords;emptywordsi.e.emptyofsemantic
content,orfunctors.

E.g.Pronouns-I,they,you,it,Prepositions-at,on,Conjunctions-and,but,Articles-an,a,the,
etc

Lexicalwords:Lexicalwordsarewordsthathavelexicalmeaning.Inotherwords,
theyhavesemanticcontent.e.g.

Nouns-bank,road,students,etc; Verbs –jump,cry,shout,etc; Adjectives-
small,big,etc

Open-classWords:Open-classwordsarewordswhichbelongtoword-classwhose
membershipisinprincipleunlimitedorindefinite.Newitemsorwordsareregularly
addedtoexpressnewideas,newinventions.e.g

Nouns-bank,road,students,etc Verbs–jump,cry,shout,etc
Adjectives-small,big,etc Adverbs–silently,slowly,quietly,etc

Closed-classWords:Closed-classwordsarewordswhichbelongtotheword-class
whosemembershipisfixedorlimited.New wordsarenotregularlyaddedtosuch
classofwords.e.g

Pronouns-I,they,you,it,etc Prepositions-at,on,etc
Conjunctions-and,but,etc Articles-an,a,the,etc

WordClassesorPartsofSpeech
Wordsareassignedtogrammaticalcategories(calledpartsofspeech)onthebasis
oftheirsemanticproperties(i.e.meaning),morphologicalproperties(i.e.therangeof
differentforms they have),and syntactic properties (i.e.word-orderproperties
relatingtothepositionstheycanoccupywithinsentences):asetofwordswhich
belongtothesamecategorythushaveanumberofsemantic,morphologicaland
syntacticpropertiesincommon.Forexample,nounsaretraditionallysaidtohavethe
semanticpropertythattheydenoteentities:so,bottleisanoun(sinceitdenotesa
typeofobjectusedtocontainliquids),horseisanoun(sinceitdenotesatypeof
animal),andJohnisanoun(sinceitdenotesaspecificperson).Typicalnouns(more
specifically,countnouns)have the morphologicalpropertythattheyhave two
differentforms:asingularform (likehorseinonehorse)usedtodenoteasingle
entity,andapluralform (likehorsesintwohorses)usedtodenotetwoormore
entities.Nounshavethesyntacticpropertythatonly(anappropriatekindof)noun
canbeusedtoendafour-wordsentencesuchasTheyhaveno...Inplaceofthedots
herewecouldinsertasingularnounlikecarorapluralnounlikefriends,butnotother
typesofword(e.g.notsee,orslowlyorup,sincethesearenotnouns).

Incontrasttonouns,verbsaretraditionallysaidtohavethesemanticpropertythat
theydenoteactionsorevents:so,eat,sing,pull,andresignareall(action-denoting)
verbs.From a syntactic pointofview,verbs have the property thatonly an
appropriatekindofverb(initsuninflectedform)canbeusedtocompleteathree-
wordsentencesuchasThey/Itcan...So,wordslikestay,leave,hide,die,starveand
cryareallverbsandhencecanbeusedinplaceofthedotshere(butwordslikeapple,
under,pink,andifaren’t).From amorphologicalpointofview,regularverbslikecry
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(inEnglish)havethepropertythattheyhavefourdistinctforms:e.g.alongsidethe
dictionary citation form cry we find the presenttense form cries,the past
tense/perfectparticiple/passiveparticipleform criedandtheprogressiveparticiple
form crying.

CriteriaforCategorizingwords
Wordsareassignedtogrammaticalcategoriesintraditionalgrammaronthebasisof
theirsharedsemantic,morphologicalandsyntacticproperties.Thekindofsemantic
criteria(sometimescalled‘notional’criteria)usedtocategorizewordsintraditional
grammarareillustratedinmuch-simplifiedform below:

Verbsdenoteactions(go,destroy,buy,eat,etc.)
Nounsdenoteentities(car,cat,hill,John,etc.)
Adjectivesdenotestates(ill,happy,rich,etc.)
Adverbsdenotemanner(badly,slowly, painfully,cynicallyetc.)
Prepositionsdenotelocation(under,over,outside,in,onetc.)

However,semantically-basedcriteriaforidentifyingcategoriesmustbeusedwith
care:forexample,assassinationdenotesanactionbutisanoun,notaverb;illness
denotesastatebutisanoun,notanadjective;infastfood,thewordfastdenotesthe
mannerin which thefood isprepared butisan adjective,notan adverb;and
Cambridgedenotesalocationbutisanoun,notapreposition.

Themorphologicalcriteria forcategorizing wordsconcern theirinflectionaland
derivationalproperties.Inflectionalpropertiesrelatetodifferentformsofthesame
word(e.g.thepluralform ofanounlikecatisformedbyaddingthepluralinflection-s
togivetheform cats);derivationalpropertiesrelatetotheprocessesbywhichaword
canbeusedtoform adifferentkindofwordbytheadditionofanaffixofsomekind
(e.g.byaddingthesuffix-nesstotheadjectivesadwecanform thenounsadness).

AlthoughEnglishhasahighlyimpoverishedsystem ofinflectionalmorphology,there
arenonethelesstwomajorcategoriesofwordwhichhavedistinctiveinflectional
properties–namelynounsandverbs.Wecanidentifytheclassofnounsintermsof
thefactthattheygenerallyinflectfornumber,andthushavedistinctsingularand
pluralforms–cf.pairssuchasdog/dogs,man/men,ox/oxen,etc.Accordingly,we
candifferentiateanounlikefoolfrom anadjectivelikefoolishbyvirtueofthefact
thatonly(regular,countable)nounslikefool–notadjectiveslikefoolish–cancarry
thenounpluralinflection-s:cf.

Theyarefools[noun]/*foolishes[adjective]

Thereareseveralcomplicationswhichshouldbepointedout,however.Oneisthe
existenceofirregularnounslikesheep which areinvariableand hencehavea
commonsingular/pluralform (cf.onesheep,twosheep).A secondisthatsome
nounsareintrinsicallysingular(andsohavenopluralform)byvirtueoftheirmeaning:
onlythosenouns(calledcount/countablenouns)whichdenoteentitieswhichcanbe
countedhaveapluralform (e.g.chair–cf.onechair,twochairs);somenounsdenote
anuncountablemassandforthisreasonarecalledmass/uncountable/non-count
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nouns,andsocannotbepluralized(e.g.furniture–hencetheungrammaticalityof
*onefurniture,*twofurnitures).Athirdisthatsomenouns(likescissorsandtrousers)
haveapluralform butnocountablesingularform.Afourthcomplicationisposedby
nounexpressionswhichcontainmorethanonenoun;onlytheheadnouninsuch
expressionscanbepluralized,notanyprecedingnounusedasamodifierofthehead
noun:thus,inexpressionssuchascardoors,policydecisions,skateboards,horse
boxes,trouserpresses,coathangers,etc.thesecondnounistheheadandcanbe
pluralized,whereasthefirstnounisamodifierandsocannotbepluralized.

Inmuchthesameway,wecanidentifyverbsbytheirinflectionalmorphologyin
English.Inadditiontotheiruninflectedbaseform (=thecitationform underwhich
theyarelistedindictionaries),verbstypicallyhaveuptofourdifferentinflectedforms,
formedbyaddingoneoffourinflectionstotheappropriatestem form:therelevant
inflectionsaretheperfect/passiveparticiplesuffix-n,thepasttensesuffix-d,the
thirdpersonsingularpresenttensesuffix-s,andtheprogressiveparticiple/gerund
suffix-ing.

Likemostmorphologicalcriteria,however,thisoneiscomplicatedbytheirregular
andimpoverishednatureofEnglishinflectionalmorphology;forexample,manyverbs
haveirregularpastorperfectforms,andinsomecaseseitherorbothoftheseforms
maynotinfactbedistinctfrom the(uninflected)baseform,sothatasingleform
mayservetwoorthreefunctions(therebyneutralizingorsyncretizingtherelevant
distinctions),asTable1belowillustrates:

Table1:TableofVerbForms
BASE PERFECT PAST PRESENT PROGRESSIVE
show shown showed shows showing
go gone went goes going
speak spoken spoke speaks speaking
see seen saw sees seeing
come came came comes coming
wait waited waited waits waiting
meet met met meets meeting
cut cut cut cuts cutting

ThelargestclassofverbsinEnglishareregularverbswhichhavethemorphological
characteristicsofwait,andsohavepast,perfectandpassiveformsendinginthe
suffix-d.Thepicturebecomesevenmorecomplicatedifwetakeintoaccountthe
verbbe,whichhaseightdistinctforms:

base be,perfectbeen,progressivebeing,
pastwas/were,presentam/are/is

ThemostregularverbsuffixinEnglishis-ing,whichcanbeattachedtothebase
form ofalmostanyverb (though ahandfulofdefectiveverbslikebewareare
exceptions).

Theobviousimplicationofourdiscussionofnounsandverbshereisthatitwould
notbepossibletoprovideasystematicaccountofEnglishinflectionalmorphology
unlessweweretopositthatwordsbelongtogrammaticalcategories,andthata
specifictypeofinflectionattachesonlytoaspecificcategoryofword.Thesameis
alsotrueifwewishtoprovideanadequateaccountofderivationalmorphologyin
English(i.e.theprocessesbywhichwordsarederivedfrom otherwords):thisis
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becauseparticularderivationalaffixescanonlybeattachedtowordsbelongingto
particularcategories.Forexample,thenegativeprefixesun-andin-canbeattached
to adjectives to form a corresponding negative adjective (cf.pairs such as
happy/unhappyandflexible/inflexible)butnottonouns(sothatanounlikefearhas
nonegativecounterpart*unfear),nortoprepositions(sothataprepositionlikeinside
hasnonegativeantonym *uninside).Similarly,theadverbialising(i.e.adverb-forming)
suffix-lyinEnglishcanbeattachedonlytoadjectives(givingrisetoadjective/adverb
pairssuchassad/sadly)andcannotbeattachedtoanounlikecomputer,ortoaverb
likeaccept,ortoaprepositionlikewith.

Likewise,thenominalizing(i.e.noun-forming)suffix-nesscanbeattachedonlyto
adjectivestems(sogivingrisetoadjective/nounpairssuchascoarse/coarseness),
nottonouns,verbsorprepositions(Hencewedon’tfind–nessderivativesforanoun
likeboy,oraverblikeresemble,oraprepositionlikedown).Inmuchthesameway,
thecomparativesuffix-ercanbeattachedtoadjectives(cf.tall/taller)andsome
adverbs(cf.soon/sooner)butnottoothertypesofword(cf.woman/*womanner);
andthesuperlativesuffix-estcanattachtoadjectives(cf.tall/tallest)butnotother
typesofword(cf.e.g.down/*downest;donkey/*donkiest,enjoy/*enjoyest).Thereis
no pointin multiplying exampleshere:itisclearthatderivationalaffixeshave
categorialproperties,andanyaccountofderivationalmorphologywillclearlyhaveto
recognisethisfact.

As we noted earlier,there is also syntactic evidence forassigning words to
categories:thisessentiallyrelatestothefactthatdifferentcategoriesofwordshave
differentdistributions(i.e.occupyadifferentrangeofpositionswithinphrasesor
sentences).Forexample,ifwewanttocompletethefour-wordsentencein(1)below
byinsertingasinglewordattheendofthesentenceinthe---position:

(1)Theyhaveno---
wecanusean(appropriatekindof)noun,butnotaverb,preposition,adjective,or
adverb,asweseefrom:

(2a).Theyhavenocar/conscience/friends/ideas[nouns]
(b) Theyhavenowent[verb]/for[preposition]/older[adjective]/conscientiously
[adverb]

So,usingtherelevantsyntacticcriterion,wecandefinetheclassofnounsastheset
ofwordswhichcanterminateasentenceinthepositionmarked---in(1).

Usingthesametypeofsyntacticevidence,wecouldarguethatonlyaverb(inits
infinitive/baseform)canoccurinthepositionmarked---in(3)below toform a
complete(non-elliptical)sentence:

(3)They/itcan---
Supportforthisclaim comesfrom thecontrastsin(4)below:

(4a)Theycanstay/leave/hide/die/starve/cry[verb]
(b)*Theycangorgeous[adjective]/happily[adverb]/down[preposition] /door

[noun]
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Andtheonlycategoryofwordwhichcanoccuraftervery(inthesenseofextremely)
isanadjectiveoradverb,asweseefrom (5)below:

(5a)Heisveryslow[very+adjective] (b)Hewalksveryslowly[very+adverb]
(c)*Veryfoolswastetime[very+noun] (d)*Heveryadoresher[very+verb]
(e)*Ithappenedveryaftertheparty[very+preposition]

Butnotethatverycanonlybeusedtomodifyadjectives/adverbswhichbyvirtueof
their meaning are gradable and so can be qualified by words like
very/rather/somewhatetc;adjectives/adverbswhichdenoteanabsolutestateare
ungradablebyvirtueoftheirmeaning,andsocannotbequalifiedinthesameway–
hencetheoddityof

(6)!Fifteenstudentswereverypresent,andfivewereveryabsent.
(where!markssemanticanomaly)

Moreover,we can differentiate adjectivesfrom adverbsin syntacticterms.For
example,onlyadverbscanbeusedtoendsentencessuchasHetreatsher---,She
behaved---,Hewordedthestatement---:cf.
(7a)Hetreatsherbadly[adverb]/*kind[adjective]/*shame[noun]/*under[preposition]

(b) She behaved abominably [adverb]/*appalling [adjective]/*disgrace [noun]/*down
[preposition]

(c) He worded the statement carefully [adverb]/*good [adjective]/*tact [noun]/*in
[preposition]

Andsinceadjectives(butnotadverbs)canserveasthecomplementoftheverbbe
(i.e.canbeusedafterbe),wecandelimittheclassof(gradable)adjectivesuniquely
bysayingthatonlyadjectivescanbeusedtocompleteafour-wordsentenceofthe
form Theyarevery---:cf.

(8a)Theyareverytall/pretty/kind/nice[adjective]
(b)*Theyareveryslowly[adverb]/gentlemen[noun]/astonish[verb] /outside

[preposition]

Anotherwayofdifferentiatingbetweenanadjectivelikerealandanadverblikereally
isthatadjectivesareusedtomodifynouns,whereasadverbsareusedtomodify
othertypesofexpression:cf.
(9a)Thereisarealcrisis[real+noun] (b)Heisreallynice[really+adjective]

(c)Hewalksreallyslowly[really+adverb] (d)Heisreallydown[really+preposition]
(e)Hemustreallysquirm [really+verb]

Adjectivesusedtomodifyafollowingnoun(likerealinThereisarealcrisis)are
traditionallysaidtobeattributiveinfunction,whereasthosewhichdonotmodifya
followingnoun(likerealinThecrisisisreal)aresaidtobepredicativeinfunction.

Asforthesyntacticpropertiesofprepositions,theyalonecanbeintensifiedbyright
inthesenseof‘completely’,orbystraightinthesenseof‘directly’:

(10a)Gorightuptheladder (b)Hewentrightinside
(c)Hewalkedstraightintoawall (d)Hefellstraightdown

Bycontrast,othercategoriescannotbeintensifiedbyright/straight(inStandard
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English):cf.

(11a)*Heright/straightdespaired[right/straight+verb]
(b)*Sheisright/straightpretty[right/straight+adjective]
(c)*Shelookedathim right/straightstrangely[right/straight+adverb]
(d)*Theyareright/straightfools[right/straight+noun]

Itshouldbenoted,however,thatsinceright/straightservetointensifythemeaningof
apreposition,theycanonlybecombinedwiththose(usesof)prepositionswhich
expressthekindofmeaningwhichcanbeintensifiedintheappropriateway(sothat
Hemaderight/straightfortheexitisOK,but*Heboughtapresentright/straightfor
Maryisnot).

A furthersyntactic propertyofsome prepositions (namelythose which take a
followingnounorpronounexpressionastheircomplement– traditionallycalled
transitiveprepositions)whichtheyshareincommonwith(transitive)verbsisthefact
thattheypermitanimmediatelyfollowingaccusativepronounastheircomplement
(i.e.apronouninitsaccusativeform,likeme/us/him/them):cf.

(12a)Shewasagainsthim [transitivepreposition+accusativepronoun]
(b)Shewaswatchinghim [transitiveverb+accusativepronoun]
(c)*Sheisfondhim [adjective+accusativepronoun]
(d)*Sheworksindependentlyhim [adverb+accusativepronoun]
(e)*Sheshowedmeaphotohim [noun+accusativepronoun]

Eventhoughaprepositionlikewithdoesnotexpressthekindofmeaningwhich
allowsittobeintensifiedbyrightorstraight,weknowitisa(transitive)preposition
becauseitisinvariable(sonote.g.averb)andpermitsanaccusativepronounasits
complement,e.g.insentencessuchasHearguedwithme/us/him/them.(For
obviousreasons,thistestcan’tbeusedwithprepositionsusedintransitivelywithout
anycomplement.

Categorizingwords
Giventhatdifferentcategorieshavedifferentmorphologicalandsyntacticproperties,
itfollowsthatwecanusethemorphologicalandsyntacticpropertiesofawordto
determineitscategorization(i.e.whatcategoryitbelongsto).Themorphological
propertiesofagivenwordprovideaninitialroughguidetoitscategorialstatus:in
ordertodeterminethecategorialstatusofanindividualword,wecanaskwhetherit
hastheinflectionalandderivationalpropertiesofaparticularcategoryofword.For
example,wecantellthathappyisanadjectivebyvirtueofthefactthatithasthe
derivationalpropertiesoftypicaladjectives:itcantakethenegativeprefixun-(giving
risetothenegativeadjectiveunhappy),thecomparative/superlativesuffixes-er/-est
(givingrisetotheformshappier/happiest),theadverbialisingsuffix-ly(givingriseto
the adverb happily),and the nominalizing suffix-ness(giving rise to the noun
happiness).However,wecannotalwaysrelyentirelyonmorphologicalclues,owing
to the fact that morphology is sometimes irregular,sometimes subject to
idiosyncratic restrictions,and sometimes oflimited productivity.Forexample,
althoughregularadverbs(likequickly,slowly,painfullyetc.)generallyendinthe
derivationalsuffix–ly,thisisnottrueofirregularadverbslikefast(e.g.inHewalks
fast);moreover,whentheyhavethecomparativesuffix–eraddedtothem,regular
adverbslosetheir–lysuffixsothatthecomparativeform oftheadverbquicklyis
quickernot*quicklier.Whatallofthismeansisthatawordbelongingtoagivenclass
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mayhaveonlysomeoftherelevantmorphologicalproperties,oreven(inthecaseof
acompletelyirregularitem)noneofthem.Forexample,althoughtheadjectivefat
has comparative/superlative forms in -er/-est(cf.fat/fatter/fattest),ithas no
negativeun-counterpart(cf.*unfat),andnoadverbcounterpartin-ly(cf.*fatly).Even
moreexceptionalistheadjectivelittle,whichhasnonegativeun-derivative(cf.
*unlittle),noadverb-lyderivative(cf.*littlely/*littly),nonounderivativein-ness(at
leastinmyvarietyofEnglish–thoughlittlenessdoesappearintheOxfordEnglish
Dictionary),andno-er/-estderivatives(theforms*littler/*littlestarelikewisenot
grammaticalinmyvariety).

Whatmakesmorphologicalevidenceevenmoreproblematicisthefactthatmany
morphemesmayhavemorethanoneuse.Forexample,-n/-dand-ingareinflections
whichattachtoverbstogiveperfectorprogressiveforms(traditionallyreferredtoas
participles).However,certain-n/-dand-ingformsseem tofunctionasadjectives,
suggestingthat-ingand-n/-dcanalsoserveasadjectivalising(i.e.adjectiveforming)
morphemes.So,althoughawordlikeinterestingcanfunctionasaverb(insentences
likeHercharismaticteacherwasgraduallyinterestingherinsyntax),itcanalso
functionasanadjective(usedattributivelyinstructureslikeThisisaninteresting
book,andpredicativelyinstructureslikeThisbookisveryinteresting).Initsuseas
anadjective,thewordinterestinghasthenegativederivativeuninteresting(cf.Itwas
aratheruninterestingplay)andthe-lyadverbderivativeinterestingly(though,like
manyotheradjectives,ithasnonounderivativein-ness,andnocomparativeor
superlativederivativesin-er/-est).Similarly,although-n/-dcanserveasaperfect
participleinflection(instructureslikeWehadn’tknown/expectedthathewouldquit),
itshouldbenotedthatmanywordsendingin-n/-dcanalsofunctionasadjectives.
Forexample,thewordknowninanexpressionsuchasaknowncriminalseemsto
functionasan(attributive)adjective,andinthisadjectivaluseithasanegativeun-
counterpart(cf.expressionslikethetomboftheunknownwarrior).Similarly,the
form expectedfunctionsasaperfectparticipleverbform instructureslikeWehadn’t
expectedhim tocomplain,butseemstofunctionasan(attributive)adjectivein
structuressuchasHegavetheexpectedreply;initsadjectival(thoughnotinits
verbal)use,ithasanegativeun-derivative,andtheresultantnegativeadjective
unexpectedinturnhasthenounderivativeunexpectedness.

So,giventhepotentialproblemswhicharisewithmorphologicalcriteria,itisunwise
torelysolelyonmorphologicalevidenceindeterminingcategorialstatus:rather,we
shouldusemorphologicalcriteriainconjunctionwithsyntacticcriteria(i.e.criteria
relating to the range ofpositions thatwords can occupywithin phrases and
sentences).Onesyntactictestwhichcanbeusedtodeterminethecategorythata
particularwordbelongstoisthatofsubstitution–i.e.seeingwhether(inagiven
sentence),the word in question can be substituted by a regularnoun,verb,
preposition,adjective,oradverb etc.We can use the substitution technique to
differentiatebetweencomparativeadjectivesandadverbsendingin-er,sincethey
haveidenticalforms.Forexample,inthecaseofsentenceslike:

(13a)HeisbetteratFrenchthanyou(b)HespeaksFrenchbetterthanyou

wefindthatbettercanbereplacedbyamore+adjectiveexpressionlikemorefluentin
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(13a)butnot(13b),andconverselythatbettercanbereplacedbyamore+adverb
expressionlikemorefluentlyin(13b)butnotin(13a):cf.

(14a)Heismorefluent/*morefluentlyatFrenchthanyou
(b)HespeaksFrenchmorefluently/*morefluentthanyou

Thus,thesubstitutiontestprovidesuswithsyntacticevidencethatbetterisan
adjectivein(13a),butanadverbin(13b).

The overallconclusion to be drawn from ourdiscussion isthatmorphological
evidencemaysometimesbeinconclusive,andhastobecheckedagainstsyntactic
evidence.Ausefulsyntactictestwhichcanbeemployedisthatofsubstitution:e.g.if
amorphologicallyindeterminatewordcanbesubstitutedbyaregularnounwherever
itoccurs,thentherelevantwordhasthesamecategorialstatusasthesubstitute
wordwhichcanreplaceit,andsoisanoun.

Determiners,Quantifiers,PronounsandComplementizers
Thepurposeofthislectureisforyoutounderstandandbeabletoexplainthe
differences between functors and contectives.Therefore,afteryou mighthave
studiedthislecture,youshouldbeabletoidentifyfunctorsorfunctionwordsand
describethem.

ContentwordsorContentivesandFunctionwordsorFunctors
Thusfar,wehavelookedatthefivemajorgrammaticalcategoriesofEnglish(i.e.the
fivecategorieswiththelargestmembership),viz.noun,verb,preposition,adjective
andadverb.Fortypographicalconvenience,itisstandardpracticetousecapital-letter
abbreviationsforcategories,andsotouseNfornoun,Vforverb,Pforpreposition,A
foradjectiveandADVforadverb.Thewordswhichbelongtothesefivecategories
are traditionally said to be contentives (orcontentwords),in thatthey have
substantivedescriptivecontent.

However,inadditiontocontentwordslanguagesalsocontainfunctors(orfunction
words)–i.e.wordswhichserveprimarilytocarryinformationaboutthegrammatical
functionofparticulartypesofexpressionwithinthesentence(e.g.informationabout
grammaticalpropertiessuchasperson,number,gender,case,etc.).Thedifferences
betweencontentivesandfunctorscanbeillustratedbycomparinga(contentive)
nounlikecarwitha(functional)pronounlikethey.A nounlikecarhasobvious
descriptivecontentinthatitdenotesanobjectwhichtypicallyhasfourwheelsandan
engine,anditwouldbeeasyenoughtodrawapictureofatypicalcar;bycontrast,a
pronounsuchastheyhasnodescriptivecontent(e.g.youcan’tdraw apictureof
they),butratherisafunctorwhich(asweshallseeshortly)simplyencodesasetof
grammatical(morespecifically,person,numberandcase)propertiesinthatitisa
thirdpersonpluralnominativepronoun.

Onetestofwhetherwordshavedescriptivecontentistoseewhethertheyhave
antonyms(i.e.opposites):ifawordhasanantonym,itisacontentive(thoughifit
hasnoantonym,youcan’tbesurewhetheritisafunctororacontentive).For
example,anounsuchaslosshastheantonym gain;averbsuchasrisehasthe
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antonym fall;anadjectivesuchastallhastheantonym short;anadverbsuchasearly
(asinHearrivedearly)hastheantonym late;andaprepositionsuchasinsidehasthe
antonym outside.Thisreflectsthefactthatnouns,verbs,adjectives,adverbsand
prepositionstypicallyhavesubstantivedescriptivecontent,andsoarecontentives.
Bycontrast,aparticlelikeinfinitivalto,oranauxiliarylikedo(cf.‘Doyouwantto
smoke?’),oradeterminerlikethe,orapronounlikethey,oracomplementizer(i.e.
complement-clauseintroducingparticle)likethat(asusedinasentencelike‘Isaid
thatIwastired’)havenoobviousantonyms,andthuscanbesaidtolackdescriptive
content,andsotobefunctors.Usingratherdifferent(butequivalent)terminology,we
can say that contentives have substantive lexicalcontent (i.e.idiosyncratic
descriptivecontentwhichvariesfrom onelexicalitem/wordtoanother),whereas
functorshavefunctionalcontent.Wecanthenconcludethatnouns,verbs,adjectives,
adverbsandprepositionsarelexicalorsubstantivecategories(becausethewords
belongingtothesecategorieshavesubstantivelexical/descriptivecontent)whereas
particles,auxiliaries,determiners,pronouns and complementizers are functional
categories (because words belonging to these categories have an essentially
grammaticalfunction).

Determinersandquantifiers
Thefirsttypeoffunctionalcategorywhichweshalldealwithisthecategoryof
determiner(DorDET).Itemssuchasthosebold-printedin(1)below(asusedthere)
aretraditionallysaidtobe(referential)determiners(becausetheydeterminethe
referentialpropertiesoftheitalicizednounexpressionwhichfollowsthem):

(1a)Thevillagestoreisclosed. (b)Thisappallingbehaviourhasgottostop
(c)Thatdogofyoursiscrazy

Referentialdeterminersareusedtointroducereferringexpressions:anexpression
likethecarinasentencesuchasShallwetakethecar?isareferringexpressionin
thesensethatitistypicallyusedtorefertoaspecificcarwhichisassumedtobe
familiartothehearer/addressee.

Arelatedclassofwordsarethosewhichbelongtothecategoryquantifier(Q),and
thisistraditionallysaidtoincludeitemslikethosebold-printedbelow:

(2a)Mostgoodcomedianstellsomebadjokes (b)Manystudentshaveno
money

(c)EverytrueScotsmanhatesallEnglishmen (d)Eachexercisecontainsseveral
examples
Suchitemsaretermedquantifiersbecausetheyservetoquantifytheitalicizednoun
expressionwhichfollowsthem.Sincedeterminersandquantifiersarepositionedin
frontofnouns (cf.the boys and manyboys),and adjectives can similarlybe
positionedinfrontofnouns(cf.tallboys),anobviousquestiontoaskatthispointis
whywecouldn’tjustsaythatthedeterminers/quantifiersin(1)and(2)havethe
categorialstatus ofadjectives.The answeris thatany attemptto analyze
determinersorquantifiersasadjectivesinEnglishrunsupagainstanumberof
seriousdescriptiveproblems.Let’sseewhy.

One reason fornotsubsuming determiners/quantifiers within the category of
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adjectivesisthattheyaresyntacticallydistinctfrom adjectivesinavarietyofways.
Forexample,adjectivescanbeiteratively(i.e.repeatedly)stackedinfrontofanoun
theymodify,inthesensethatyoucangoonputtingmoreandmoreadjectivesin
frontofagivennoun(asinhandsomestrangers,darkhandsomestrangers,talldark
handsomestrangers,sensitivetallhandsomestrangers,etc.).Bycontrast,neither
determinersnorquantifierscanbestackedinthisway(sothatalthoughwecanhave
aquantifier+determiner+nounexpressionlikeboththetwins,wecannothavea
multiple determinerexpression like *the these books ora multiple quantifier
expressionsuchas*allbothtwins).
Moreover,determiners,quantifiersandadjectivescanbeusedtogethertomodifya
noun,butwhentheydoso,anydeterminerorquantifiermodifyingthenounhasto
precedeanyadjective(s)modifyingthenoun:cf.e.g.

(3a)thesameoldexcuses[determiner+adjective+adjective+noun]
(b)*sametheoldexcuses[adjective+determiner+adjective+noun]
(c)*sameoldtheexcuses[adjective+adjective+determiner+noun]

Thus,determinersandquantifiersseem tohaveadifferentdistribution(andhenceto
becategoricallydistinct)from adjectives.

A further difference between determiners/quantifiers and adjectives can be
illustratedinrelationtowhatspeakerBcan–andcannot–replyinthefollowing
dialogue:

(3) SPEAKERA:Whatareyoulookingfor?
SPEAKERB:*Chair/*Comfortablechair/Achair/Anotherchair/Thechair/That

chair
Asnotedearlier,nounslikechairhavethepropertythattheyarecountable(inthe
sensethatwecansayonechair,twochairs,etc.),andinthisrespecttheydifferfrom
massnounslikefurniturewhichareuncountable(hencewecan’tsay*onefurniture,
*twofurnitures,etc).Weseefrom (3)thatasingularcountnounlikechaircannot
standonitsownasacompletenounexpression,norindeedcanitfunctionassuch
evenifmodifiedbyanadjectivelikecomfortable;rather,asingularcountnoun
requires a modifying determinerorquantifierlike a/another/the/thatetc.This
providesuswithclearevidencethatdeterminersandquantifiersinEnglishhavea
differentcategorialstatusfrom adjectives.

Indeed,amoregeneralpropertywhichdifferentiatesdeterminers/quantifiersfrom
adjectivesisthatdeterminers/quantifierstendtoberestrictedtomodifyingnouns
whichhavespecificnumber(orcountability)properties.Forexample,amodifiesa
singularcountnoun,muchmodifiesa(singular)massnoun,severalmodifiesaplural
countnoun,moremodifieseitherapluralcountora(singular)massnoun:

(4a)Canyoupassmeachair/*achairs/*afurniture?
(b)Hedoesn’thavemuchfurniture/*muchchair/*muchchairsofhisown
(c)Heboughtseveralchairs/*severalchair/*severalfurnitureinthesale
(d)Doweneedmorefurniture/morechairs/*morechair?

Bycontrast,typicaladjectives like nice,simple,comfortable,modern,etc.can
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generallybeusedtomodifyallthreetypesofnoun:cf.

(5a)Weneedanice,simple,comfortable,modernchair
(b)Weneedsomenice,simple,comfortable,modernchairs
(c)Weneedsomenice,simple,comfortable,modernfurniture

(Itshouldbenoted,however,thatadeterminerlikethecanalsobeusedtomodify
singular/pluralcountandnoncountnounsalike.)

Itseemsreasonabletosupposethatdeterminersandquantifiersarefunctional
categorieswhereasadjectivesarealexical/substantivecategory.Afterall,thereisan
obvioussenseinwhichadjectives(e.g.thoughtful)havedescriptivecontentbut
determinersandquantifiersdonot–aswecanillustrateintermsofthefollowing
contrast(?and!areusedtodenoteincreasingdegreesofsemantic/pragmatic
anomaly):

(6a)athoughtfulfriend/?cat/??fish/?!pan/!problem
(b)a/another/every/the/thisfriend/cat/fish/pan/problem

As(6a)illustrates,anadjectivelikethoughtfulcanonlybeusedtomodifycertain
typesofnoun;thisisbecauseitsdescriptivecontentissuchthatitisonlycompatible
with(e.g.)anexpressiondenotingarational(mind-possessing)entity.Bycontrast,
determiners/quantifiers like those bold-printed in (6b)lack specific descriptive
content,andhencecanbeusedtomodifyanysemanticclassofnoun(theonly
restrictionsbeinggrammaticalinnature– e.g.a(n)/anothercanonlybeusedto
modifyasingularcountnounexpression).Thus,itseemsappropriatetoconclude
thatdeterminersandquantifiersarefunctionalcategories,andadjectivesalexical
category.

Somelinguists(e.g.Lyons1999andAdger2003)treatquantifiersasasubtypeof
determinerandhenceassignthem tothecategoryD:onepossibilityalongtheselines
istosupposethatitemslikethe/this/thataredefinitedeterminers,andthoselike
a/some/manyareindefinitedeterminers(andsuchacategorizationcouldbesaidto
beimplicitinthetraditionalclaim thattheisa‘definitearticle’andaan‘indefinite
article’).

However,thefactthatadeterminerlikethecancombinewithaquantifierlike
all/everyinasentencelike:

(7)Alltheservilecourtierspanderedtotheeverywitlesswhim ofKingKostasof
Kostalotte

providessomesyntacticevidencethatthetwohavedifferentdistributionsandhence
maybelongtodifferentcategories.Moreover,quantifiersanddeterminersexhibit
differentsyntacticbehaviourinrespectofquestionssuchas:

(8a)Whodidn’thewant[anypicturesof]? (b)??Whodidn’thewant[thepicturesof]?

Inbothcases,whoisthecomplementofthewordofandismovedtothefrontofthe
sentencefrom itsoriginalpositionafterof.Butwhereasfrontingwhowhenitisthe
complementofthequantifierexpressionanypicturesofresultsinagrammatical
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sentence,frontingwhowhenitisthecomplementofadeterminerexpressionlikethe
picturesofgenerallyleadstoasentenceofrathermorequestionablegrammaticality.
So,sentenceslike(7)and(8)couldbesaidtoprovideevidencethatquantifiersand
determineraresyntacticallydistinctandsobelongtodifferentcategories.

Pronouns
Traditionalgrammarspositacategoryofpronoun(whichwecanabbreviateasPRN)
todenoteaclassofwordswhicharesaidto‘standinplaceof’(themeaningofthe
prefixpro-)or‘referbackto’nounexpressions.However,therearereasonstothink
thatthereareanumberofdifferenttypesofpronounfoundinEnglishandother
languages.Onesuchtypeisrepresentedbythewordoneintheuseillustratedbelow:

(9a)JohnhasaredcarandJim hasablueone
(b)I’lltakethegreenapplesifyouhaven’tgotanyredones

From agrammaticalperspective,onebehaveslikearegularcountnounhereinthatit
hasthes-pluralform onesandoccursinaposition(afteranadjectivelikeblue/red)in
whichacountnouncouldoccur.

However,itisapronouninthesensethatithasnodescriptivecontentofitsown,but
rathertakesitsdescriptivecontentfrom itsantecedent(e.g.onein(9a)refersback
tothenouncarandsooneisinterpretedasmeaning‘car’).Let’srefertothiskindof
pronounasanN-pronoun(orpronominalnoun).Bycontrast,intheexamplesin(10)
below,thebold-printedpronounseemstoserveasapronominalquantifier.Inthe
first(italicized)occurrenceineachpairofexamples,itisaprenominal(i.e.noun
preceding) quantifier which modifies a following noun expression (viz.
guests/miners/protesters/son/cigarettes/bananas);in the second (bold-printed)
occurrenceithasnonounexpressionfollowingitandsofunctionsasapronominal
quantifier:

(10a)Allguestsarewelcome/Allarewelcome
(b)Manyminersdiedintheaccident/Manydiedintheaccident
(c)Severalprotesterswerearrested/Severalwerearrested
(d)Eachsonwasenviousoftheother/Eachwasenviousoftheother
(e)Idon’thaveanycigarettes/Idon’thaveany

(f)Wehavenobananas/Wehavenone

Wemightthereforerefertopronounslikethosebold-printedin(10)asQ-pronouns
(orpronominalquantifiers).Ifquestionwordslikewhich?/what?inexpressionslike
whichbooks?/whatidea?areinterrogativequantifiers,itfollowsthatinterrogative
pronounslikethoseitalicizedintheexamplesbelow:

(11a)Whathaveyoubeendoing?(b)Whichdidyouchoose? (c)Whoisshetalkingto?
arealsoQ-pronouns.

Athirdtypeofpronounarethosebold-printedintheexamplesbelow:

(12a)Ipreferthistie/Ipreferthis
(b)Ihaven’treadthatbook/Ihaven’treadthat
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(c)Idon’tparticularlylikethesehats/Idon’tparticularlylikethese
(d)Haveyoualreadypaidforthoseitems/Haveyoualreadypaidforthose?

Since the relevantwords can also serve (in the italicized use)as prenominal
determinerswhichmodifyafollowingnoun,wecanrefertothem asD-pronouns(i.e.
aspronominaldeterminers).

A furthertypeofpronounpositedintraditionalgrammarareso-calledpersonal
pronouns like I/me/we/us/you/he/him/she/her/it/they/them. These are called
personalpronounsnotbecausetheydenotepeople(thepronounitisnotnormally
usedtodenoteaperson),butratherbecausetheyencodethegrammaticalproperty
ofperson.Intherelevanttechnicalsense,I/me/my/we/us/ouraresaidtobefirst
personpronouns,inthattheyareexpressionswhosereferenceincludestheperson/s
speaking;you/youraresecondpersonpronouns,inthattheirreferenceincludesthe
addressee/s (viz.the person/s being spoken to),butexcludes the speaker/s;
he/him/his/she/her/it/its/they/them/theirarethirdpersonpronounsinthesense
thattheyrefertoentitiesotherthanthespeaker/sandaddressee/s.
Personalpronounsdiffermorphologicallyfrom nounsandotherpronounsinmodern
Englishinthattheygenerallyhave(partially)distinctnominative,accusativeand
genitivecaseforms,whereasnounshaveacommonnominative/accusativeform
andadistinctgenitive’sform –asweseefrom thecontrastsbelow:

(13a)Johnsnores/Hesnores (b)FindJohn!/Findhim!
(c)LookatJohn’strousers!/Lookathistrousers!

Personalpronouns like he/him/his and nouns like John/John’s change their
morphologicalform accordingtothepositionwhichtheyoccupywithinthesentence,
sothatthenominativeformshe/Johnarerequiredasthesubjectofafiniteverblike
snores,whereastheaccusativeformshim/Johnarerequiredwhenusedasthe
complementofatransitiveverblikefind(orwhenusedasthecomplementofa
transitivepreposition),andthegenitiveformshis/John’sarerequired(interalia)
whenusedtoexpresspossession:thesevariationsreflectdifferentcaseformsofthe
relevantitems.

Personalpronounsarefunctorsbyvirtueoflackingdescriptivecontent:whereasa
nounlikedogsdenotesaspecifictypeofanimal,apersonalpronounlikethey
denotesnospecifictypeofentity,buthastohaveitsreferencedeterminedfrom the
linguistic ornonlinguistic context.Personalpronouns encode the grammatical
propertiesof(first,secondorthird)person,(singularorplural)number,(masculine,
feminineorneuter/inanimate)genderand(nominative,accusativeorgenitive)case,
asshowninthetablein(1)below:

Table1:Tableofpersonalpronounforms
PersonNumberGenderNominative Accusative Genitive

1 SG M/F I me my/mine
1 PL M/F we us our/ours
2 SG/PL M/F you you your/yours
3 SG M he him his
3 SG F she her her/hers
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3 SG N it it its
3 PL M/F/N they them their/theirs

(SG=singular;PL=plural;M =masculine;F=feminine;N=neuter.

Butwhatgrammaticalcategorydopersonalpronounsbelongto?StudiesbyPostal
(1966),Abney(1987),Longobardi(1994)andLyons(1999)suggestthattheyareD-
pronouns.Thisassumptionwouldprovideuswithaunitaryanalysisofthesyntaxof
thebold-printeditemsinthebracketedexpressionsinsentencessuchas(14a/b)
below:

(14a)[Wepoliticians]don’ttrust[youjournalists] (b)[We]don’ttrust[you]

Since we and you in (14a)modifythe nouns politicians/journalists and since
determinerslikethearetypicallyusedtomodifynouns,itseemsreasonableto
supposethatwe/youfunctionasprenominaldeterminersin(14a).Butifthisisso,it
is plausible to suppose thatwe and you also have the categorialstatus of
determiners(i.e.D-pronouns)in sentenceslike(14b).Itwould then follow that
we/youhavethecategorialstatusofdeterminersinboth(14a)and(14b),butdifferin
thattheyareusedprenominally(i.e.withafollowingnounexpression)in(14a),but
pronominally(i.e.withoutanyfollowingnounexpression)in(14b).Note,however,
thatthirdpersonpronounslikehe/she/it/theyaretypicallyusedonlypronominally–
hencetheungrammaticalityofexpressionssuchas*theyboysinstandardvarieties
ofEnglish.
Whetherornotsuchitemsareusedprenominally,pronominallyorinbothwaysisa
lexicalpropertyofparticularitems(i.e.anidiosyncraticpropertyofindividualwords).

AlthoughtheD-pronounanalysishasbecomethe‘standard’analysisofpersonal
pronounsoverthepastthreedecades,itisnotentirelywithoutposingproblems.For
example,atypicalD-pronounlikethese/thosecanbepremodifiedbytheuniversal
quantifierall,butapersonalpronounliketheycannot:cf.

(15a)Allthesearebroken (b)Allthosearebroken (c)*Alltheyarebroken
SuchacontrastisunexpectedifpersonalpronounsliketheyareD-pronounslike
those/these,andclearlyraisesquestionsaboutthetruestatusofpersonalpronouns.

Complementizers
Thelasttypeoffunctionalcategorywhichweshalllookatisthatofcomplementizer
(abbreviatedtoCOMPinearlierworkandtoCinmorerecentwork):thisisaterm
usedtodescribethekindof(italicized)wordwhichisusedtointroducecomplement
clausessuchasthosebracketedbelow:

(20a)Ithink[thatyoumayberight] (b)Idoubt[ifyoucanhelpme]
(c)I’m anxious[foryoutoreceivethebesttreatmentpossible]

Eachofthebracketedclausesin(20)isacomplementclause,inthatitfunctionsas
thecomplementofthewordimmediatelyprecedingit(think/doubt/anxious);the
italicizedwordwhichintroduceseachclauseisknowninworksince1970asa
complementizer(butwasknowninmoretraditionalworkasaparticulartypeof
subordinatingconjunction).Complementizersarefunctorsinthesensethatthey
encodeparticularsetsofgrammaticalproperties.Forexample,complementizers
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encode (non)finiteness byvirtue ofthe factthattheyare intrinsicallyfinite or
nonfinite.Morespecifically,thecomplementizersthatandifareinherentlyfinitein
thesensethattheycanonlybeusedtointroduceafiniteclause(i.e.aclause
containingapresentorpasttenseauxiliaryorverb),andnote.g.aninfinitivalto-
clause;bycontrast,forisaninherentlyinfinitivalcomplementizer,andsocanbeused
tointroduceaclausecontaininginfinitivalto,butnotafiniteclausecontaininga
tensedauxiliarylike(pasttense)should;comparetheexamplesin(20)abovewith
thosein(21)below:

(20a)*Ithink[thatyoutoberight] (b)*Idoubt[ifyoutohelpme]
(c)*I’m anxious[foryoushouldreceivethebesttreatmentpossible]

(20a/b)areungrammaticalbecausethat/ifarefinitecomplementizersandsocannot
introduceaninfinitivaltoclause;(20c)isungrammaticalbecauseforisaninfinitival
complementizerandsocannotintroduceafiniteclausecontainingapasttense
auxiliarylikeshould.Complementizersinstructureslike(19)servethreegrammatical
functions.Firstly,theymarkthefactthattheclausetheyintroduceisanembedded
clause(i.e.aclausewhichiscontainedwithinanotherexpression– inthiscase,
within a main clause containing think/doubt/anxious).Secondly,they serve to
indicatewhethertheclausetheyintroduceisfiniteornonfinite(i.e.denotesanevent
takingplaceataspecifiedorunspecifiedtime):thatandifservetointroducefinite
clauses,whileforintroducesnonfinite(morespecifically,infinitival)clauses.Thirdly,
complementizersmarktheforceoftheclausetheyintroduce:typically,ifintroduces
aninterrogative(i.e.question-asking)clause,thatintroducesadeclarative(statement
-making)clauseandforintroducesanirrealisclause(i.e.aclausedenotingan‘unreal’
orhypotheticaleventwhichhasn’tyethappenedandmayneverhappen).

However,animportantquestiontoaskiswhetherwereallyneedtoassignwords
suchasfor/that/if(intherelevantfunction)toanewcategoryofC/complementizer,
orwhetherwecouldn’tsimplytreat(e.g.)forasapreposition,thatasadeterminer,
andifasanadverb.Theansweris‘No’,becausetherearesignificantdifferences
betweencomplementizersandotherapparentlysimilarwords.Forexample,one
difference between the complementizerforand the preposition foris thatthe
prepositionforhassubstantivelexicalsemanticcontentandso(insomebutnotall
ofitsuses)canbeintensifiedbystraight/right,whereasthecomplementizerforisa
functorandcanneverbesointensified:cf.

(21a)Heheadedstraight/rightforthepub[for=preposition]
(b)Thedogwentstraight/rightforherthroat[for=preposition]
(c)*Hewasanxiousstraight/rightfornobodytoleave[for=complementizer]
(d)*Itisvitalstraight/rightfortheretobepeace[for=complementizer]

Moreover,theprepositionforandthecomplementizerforalsodifferintheirsyntactic
behaviour.Forexample,aclauseintroducedbythecomplementizerforcanbethe
subjectofanexpressionlikewouldcausechaos,whereasaphraseintroducedbythe
prepositionforcannot:cf.

(22a)Forhim toresignwouldcausechaos[=for-clause]
(b)*Forhim wouldcausechaos[=for-phrase]

Whatmakesitevenmoreimplausibletoanalyzeinfinitivalforasaprepositionisthe
factthat(boldprinted)prepositions in English aren’tgenerally followed by a
[bracketed]infinitivecomplement,asweseefrom theungrammaticalityof:
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(23a)*Shewassurprisedat[theretobenobodytomeether]
(b)*I’m notsureabout[youtobethere]
(c)*Ihavedecidedagainst[ustogothere]

Onthecontrary,theonlyverbalcomplementswhichcanbeusedafterprepositions
aregerundstructurescontainingaverbinthe-ingform.

Afurtherdifferencebetweenthecomplementizerforandtheprepositionforisthat
the noun orpronoun expression following the preposition for(ora substitute
interrogativeexpressionlikewho?/what?/whichone?)canbepreposedtothefrontof
the sentence (with orwithoutfor)ifforis a preposition,butnotifforis a
complementizer.Forexample,in(24)below,forfunctionsasaprepositionandthe
(distinguished)nominalSenatorMegabucksfunctionsasitscomplement,sothatif
we replace SenatorMegabucks by which senator? the wh-expression can be
preposed eitheron itsown (in informalstylesofEnglish)ortogetherwith the
prepositionfor(informalstyles):cf.

(24a)IwillvoteforSenatorMegabucksintheprimaries
(b)Whichsenatorwillyouvoteforintheprimaries?[=informalstyle]
(c)Forwhichsenatorwillyouvoteintheprimaries?[=formalstyle]

However,in(25a)below,theitalicizedexpressionisnotthecomplementofthe
complementizerfor(thecomplementofforin(25a)istheinfinitivalclauseSenator
Megabuckstokeephiscool)butratheristhesubjectoftheexpressiontokeephis
cool;hence,evenifwereplaceSenatorMegabucksbytheinterrogativewh-phrase
whichsenator,thewh-expressioncan’tbepreposed(withorwithoutfor):

(25a)TheywereanxiousforSenatorMegabuckstokeephiscool
(c)*Whichsenatorweretheyanxiousfortokeephiscool?
(b)*Forwhichsenatorweretheyanxioustokeephiscool?

Furthermore,whenforfunctionsasacomplementizer,thewholefor-clausewhichit
introducescanoften(thoughnotalways)besubstitutedbyaclauseintroducedby
anothercomplementizer;forexample,theitalicisedfor-clausein(26a)belowcanbe
replacedbytheitalicisedthat-clausein(26b):

(26a)Isitreallynecessaryfortheretobeashowdown?
(b)Isitreallynecessarythatthere(should)beashowdown?

Bycontrast,theitalicizedfor-phrasein(27a)below cannotbereplacedbyathat-
clause,asweseefrom theungrammaticalityof(27b):

(27a)Weareheadingforageneralstrike
(b)*Weareheadingthatthere(will)beageneralstrike

So,thereisconsiderableevidencein favourofdrawing acategorialdistinction
betweentheprepositionforandthecomplementizerfor:theyaredifferentlexical
items(i.e.words)belongingtodifferentcategories.

Considernowthequestionofwhetherthecomplementizerthatcouldbeanalyzedas
adeterminer.Atfirstsight,itmightseem asifsuchananalysiscouldprovidea
straightforwardwayofcapturingtheapparentparallelism betweenthetwousesof
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thatinsentencessuchasthefollowing:
(28a)Irefusetobelievethat[rumour]

(b)Irefusetobelievethat[RandyRabbitrunsBenny’sBunnyBar]

Giventhatthewordthathasthestatusofaprenominaldeterminerinsentencessuch
as(28a),wemightsupposethatithasthefunctionofapreclausaldeterminer(i.e.a
determinerintroducingthefollowingitalicizedclauseRandyRabbitrunsBenny’s
BunnyBar)insentencessuchas(28b).

However,thereisevidenceagainstadetermineranalysisofthecomplementizerthat.
Partofthisisphonologicalinnature.Initsuseasacomplementizer(insentences
suchas(28b)above),thattypicallyhasthereducedform,whereasinitsuseasa
determiner(e.g.insentencessuchas(28a)above),thatinvariablyhastheunreduced
form:thephonologicaldifferencesbetweenthetwosuggestthatwearedealingwith
twodifferentlexicalitemshere(i.e.twodifferentwords),oneofwhichfunctionsasa
complementizerandtypicallyhasareducedvowel,theotherofwhichfunctionsasa
determinerandalwayshasanunreducedvowel.

Moreover,thatinitsuseasadeterminer(thoughnotinitsuseasacomplementizer)
canbesubstitutedbyanotherdeterminer(suchasthis/the):

(29a)Nobodyelseknowsaboutthatincident/thisincident/theincident(= determiner
that)

(b)I’m surethatit’strue/*thisit’strue/*theit’strue(=complementizerthat)

Similarly,thedeterminerthatcanbeusedpronominally(withoutanycomplement),
whereasthecomplementizerthatcannot:cf.

(30a)Nobodycanblameyouforthatmistake(prenominaldeterminer)
(b)Nobodycanblameyouforthat(pronominaldeterminer)

(31a)I’m surethatyouareright(preclausalcomplementizer)
(b)*I’m surethat(pronominalcomplementizer)

Theclearphonologicalandsyntacticdifferencesbetweenthetwoarguethatthe
word thatwhich serves to introduce complementclauses is a differentitem
(belongingtothecategoryC/complementizer)from thedeterminer/D thatwhich
modifiesnounexpressions.

Thethirditem whichweearliersuggestedmightfunctionasacomplementizerin
Englishisinterrogativeif.However,atfirstsight,itmightseem asifthereisa
potential parallelism between if and interrogative wh-adverbs like
when/where/whether,sincetheyappeartooccupythesamepositioninsentences
like:

(32)Idon’tknow[where/when/whether/ifhewillgo]

Hencewemightbetemptedtoanalyzeifasaninterrogativeadverb.However,there
areanumberofreasonsforrejectingthispossibility.Foronething,ifdiffersfrom
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interrogativeadverbslikewhere/when/whethernotonlyinitsform (itisn’tawh-word,
aswecanseefrom thefactthatitdoesn’tbeginwithwh),butalsointherangeof
syntacticpositionsitcanoccupy.Forexample,whereastypicalwh-adverbscanoccur
infiniteandinfinitiveclausesalike,thecomplementizerifisrestrictedtointroducing
finiteclauses–cf.

(33a)Iwonder[when/where/whether/ifIshouldgo][=finiteclause]
(b)Iwonder[when/where/whether/*iftogo][=infinitiveclause]

Moreover,ifis differentfrom interrogative wh-adverbs (butsimilarto other
complementizers)inthatitcannotbeusedtointroduceaclausewhichservesasthe
complementofa(bold-printed)preposition:cf.

(34a)I’m notcertainabout[whether/when/wherehe’llgo]
(b)*I’m concernedover[iftaxesaregoingtobeincreased]
(c)*I’m puzzledat[thatheshouldhaveresigned]
(d)*I’m notverykeenon[foryoutogothere]

Furthermore,someverbs(likediscuss)canhaveafollowingcomplementintroduced
bywhetheroranotherwh-word,butnotoneintroducedbyif:cf.

(35a)Theywerediscussing[whether/when/whereheshouldgo]
(b)*Theywerediscussing[ifheshouldgo]

Finally,whereasawh-adverbcantypicallybeimmediatelyfollowedbyornot,thisis
nottrueofif:cf.

(36a)Idon’tknow[whetherornothe’llturnup]
(b)*Idon’tknow[ifornothe’llturnup]

Forreasons such as these,itseems more appropriate to categorize ifas an
interrogativecomplementizer,and whether/where/when asinterrogativeadverbs.
Moregenerally,ourdiscussioninthissectionhighlightstheneedtopositacategory
Cofcomplementizer,todesignateclause-introducingitemssuchasif/that/forwhich
servethefunctionofintroducingspecifictypesoffiniteorinfinitivalclause.

GrammaticalFunctions
Wordsand otherexpressionsfulfilgrammaticalfunctionswithin the sentences
containingthem.Inthislecture,youwilllearnaboutgrammaticalfunctionssuchas
subject, predicate,complementorobject,adjunct,complexsentences,finiteand
nonfiniteclauses.

Subject,predicate,complementorobject2

Wordsand otherexpressionsfulfilgrammaticalfunctionswithin the sentences
containing them.We can illustrate this pointin terms ofthe following setof
sentences.

(1a)Johnsmokes
(b)Thepresidentsmokes
(c) ThepresidentofUtopiasmokes

2Thediscussioninthissectionistakenfrom Radford(2004,2009)
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(d)TheformerpresidentoftheislandparadiseofUtopiasmokes

Sentence(1a)comprisesthenounJohnwhichservesthefunctionofbeingthe
subjectofthesentence(anddenotesthepersonperformingtheactofsmoking),and
theverbsmokeswhichservesthefunctionofbeingthepredicateofthesentence
(anddescribestheactbeingperformed).In(1a),thesubjectisthesinglenounJohn;
butastheexamplesin(1b/c/d)show,thesubjectofasentencecanalsobean
(italicized)phrase like the president,orthe presidentofUtopia orthe former
presidentofthe island paradise ofUtopia.Now considerthe following setof
sentences:

(2a)Johnsmokescigars.
(b)JohnsmokesCubancigars.
(c) JohnsmokesCubancigarsimportedfrom Havana.
(d) JohnsmokesaspecificbrandofCubancigarsimportedbya

friendofhisfrom Havana.

Sentence (2a) comprises the subject John,the predicate smokes and the
complement(ordirectobject)cigars.(Thecomplement,cigars,describestheentity
onwhichtheactofsmokingisbeingperformed;asthisexampleillustrates,subjects
normallyprecede the verb with which theyare associated in English,whereas
complementstypicallyfollow theverb.)Thecomplementin(2a)isthesinglenoun
cigars;butacomplementcanalsobeaphrase:in(2b),thecomplementofsmokesis
thephraseCubancigars;in(2c)thecomplementisthephraseCubancigarsimported
from Havana;andin(2d)thecomplementisthephraseaspecificbrandofCuban
cigarsimportedbyafriendofhisfrom Havana.Averbwhichhasanounorpronoun
expressionasitsdirectobjectcomplementistraditionallysaidtobetransitive.

Arguments
From asemanticperspective,subjectsandcomplementsshareincommonthefact
thattheygenerallyrepresententitiesdirectlyinvolvedintheparticularactionorevent
describedbythepredicate.Tousetherelevantsemanticterminology,wecansay
thatsubjectsandcomplementsareargumentsofthepredicatewithwhichtheyare
associated.Predicatesmayhaveoneormorearguments,asweseefrom sentences
suchas(3)below,whereeachofthebracketednounsisadifferentargumentofthe
italicizedpredicate:

(3a)[John]resigned. (b)[John]felt[remorse] (c) [John]sent[Mary][flowers]

Apredicatelikeresignin(3a)whichhasasingleargumentissaidtofunctionasa
one-place predicate (in the relevantuse);one like feelin (3b)which has two
argumentsisatwo-placepredicate;andonelikesendin(3c)whichhasthree
argumentsisathree-placepredicate.

Adjuncts
Inadditiontopredicatesandarguments,sentencescanalsocontainadjuncts,aswe
canillustrateinrelationto(4)below:

(4a)Thepresidentsmokesacigarafterdinner. (b)Thepresidentsmokesacigarinhis
office.
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Inbothsentencesin(4),smokesfunctionsasatwo-placepredicatewhosetwo
argumentsareitssubjectthepresidentanditscomplementacigar.Butwhatisthe
functionofthephraseafterdinnerwhichalsooccursin(4a)?Sinceafterdinnerisn’t
oneoftheentitiesdirectlyinvolvedintheactofsmoking(i.e.itisn’tconsumingor
beingconsumed),itisn’tanargumentofthepredicatesmoke.Onthecontrary,after
dinnersimplyservestoprovideadditionalinformationaboutthetimewhenthe
smokingactivitytakesplace.Inmuchthesameway,theitalicizedexpressioninhis
officein(4b)providesadditionalinformationaboutthelocationofthesmoking
activity.Anexpressionwhichservesto provide(optional)additionalinformation
aboutthetimeorplace(ormanner,orpurposeetc.)ofanactivityoreventissaidto
serveasanadjunct.So,afterdinnerandinhisofficein(4a/b)arebothadjuncts.

WordOrder
Wordorder referstothewaywordsarearrangedinasentence.Itiswhatmakes
sentences sensible.So,properword orderis an essentialpartofwriting and
speaking—whenweputwordsinthewrongorder,theresultisaconfusing,unclear,
andanincorrectsentence.

Wordordertypology 
ThenotionofabasicwordorderintermsofS,O,andViscommontoalargenumber
ofstudiesingrammaticallanguagetypology:languagesaretypologizedonthebasis
oftheorderinwhichS,O,andV typicallyoccurinthesimplesentencesofthe
language.Wordordertypologyisthestudyoftheorderofthesyntacticconstituents
ofalanguage,andhowdifferentlanguagescanemploydifferentorders.Correlations
betweenordersfoundindifferent syntactic sub-domainsarealsoofinterest.The
primarywordordersthatareofinterestarethe constituentorder ofaclause–the
relativeorderofsubject,object,andverb.

Somelanguagesuserelativelyrestrictivewordorder,oftenrelyingontheorderof
constituentstoconveyimportantgrammaticalinformation.Others—oftenthosethat
conveygrammaticalinformationthroughinflection—allowmoreflexibility,whichcan
beusedto encodepragmaticinformationsuchastopicalization orfocus.Most
languages,however,haveapreferredwordorder,andotherwordorders,ifused,are
considered“marked”.
Most nominative-accusativelanguages-whichhaveamajorwordclass of nouns and
clausesthatincludesubjectandobject-defineconstituentwordorderintermsofthe
finiteverb (V)anditsarguments,thesubject (S),and object (O).

Therearesixtheoreticallypossiblebasicwordordersforthetransitivesentence.The
overwhelmingmajorityoftheworld'slanguagesareeither subject-verb-object (SVO)
EnglishandFrenchorsubject-object-verb (SOV)JapaneseandTurkish,withamuch
smallerbutstillsignificantportionusingverb-subject-object (VSO)wordorderasin
Welsh.Theremainingthreearrangementsareexceptionallyrare,with verb-object-
subject (VOS) as in Malagasy,being slightly more common than object-verb-
subject (OVS),and object-subject-verb (OSV)Hixkaryana(CariblanguageofNorthern
Brazil),beingtherarest.
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Word
order

English
equivalent

Proportionof
languages

Examplelanguages

SOV She him
loves

45% Proto-Indo-European,Sanskrit,Hindi,
AncientGreek,Latin,Japanese,Korean

SVO She loves
him

42% Chinese, English, French, Hausa,
Yorùbá, Italian, Malay, Russian,
Spanish

VSO Loves she
him

9% BiblicalHebrew,Arabic,Irish,Filipino,
Tuareg-Berber,Welsh

VOS Loves him
she

3% Malagasy,Baure,Proto-Austronesian

OVS Him loves
she

1% Apalai,Hixkaryana,

OSV Him she
loves

0% Warao

(wikipedia.org/wordorder)

Inmanylanguages,changesinwordorderoccurduetotopicalizationorinquestions.
However,mostlanguagesaregenerallyassumedtohaveabasicwordorder,called
theunmarkedwordorder;other,markedwordorderscanthenbeusedtoemphasize
asentenceelement,toindicatemodality (suchasaninterrogativemodality),orfor
otherpurposes.
Forexample, English isSVO(subject-verb-object)asin

Idon'tknowthat

butOSVisalsopossible:

ThatIdon'tknow.

Thisprocessiscalledtopic-fronting (or topicalization)andiscommon.

InEnglish,OSVisa markedwordorder becauseitemphasisestheobject,andis
oftenaccompaniedbyachangeinintonation.AnexampleofOSVbeingusedfor
emphasis:

A: Ican'tseeAlice. (SVO)
B: WhataboutBill?
A: Bill Icansee. (OSV,ratherthan IcanseeBill,SVO)

Non-standardwordordersarealsofoundin poetry inEnglish,particularlyarchaicor
romanticterms–astheweddingphrase

Withthisring,Itheewed(SOV)
TheeIlove(OSV)

aswellasinmanyotherlanguages.

TypesofWordOrderinEnglish
ThestandardwordorderinEnglishisSubject+Verb+Object,thisisthemainpattern
fornormalsentencesandthereisonemainpatternforsentencesthataskaquestion.
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a.StandardWordOrder
Asentence’sstandardwordorderisSubject+Verb+Object(SVO).
Subject:typically,anounorpronoun–theperson,placeorthing
Verb:theactionorstateofbeing
Object:thewordorgroupofwordsinfluencedbytheverb

ThesequenceofwordsiscriticalwhencommunicatinginEnglishbecauseitcan
impactthemeaningofwhatyou’retryingtosay.Thesentence,

Thechickencrossedtheroad

and
Theroadcrossedthechicken

takeontwodifferentmeaningsbecausethesubjectandobjectareinverted.The
samewouldbetrueiftheverbwasusedoutoforder,forexample:“Crossedtheroad
thechicken.”
The subject iswhatasentenceisabout;so,itcomesfirst.Forexample:

Thedog (subject) +eats (verb) +popcorn (object).

Thesubjectcomesfirstinasentencebecauseitmakesourmeaningclearwhen
writingandspeaking.Then,theverbcomesafterthesubject,andtheobjectcomes
aftertheverb;andthat’sthemostcommonwordorder.Otherwise,asentence
doesn’tmakesense,likethis:

Eatspopcornthedog. (verb+object+subject)
Popcornthedogeats. (object+subject+verb)

b.Questions
Whenaskingaquestion,wefollowtheorder auxiliaryverb/modalauxiliary+subject
+verb(ASV). Auxiliaryverbsandmodalauxiliariessharemeaningorfunction,many
whichareformsoftheverb“tobe.”Auxiliaryverbscanchangeform,butmodal
auxiliariesdon’t.Here’sacharttohelpyou:

AuxiliaryVerbs

Be Do Have

am
is
are
was
were
being
been

does
do
did

has
have
had
having

ModalAuxiliaries(Neverchangeform)
Can could should might may
shall oughtto must would will

Questionsfollow theform ASV;or,iftheyhaveanobject, ASVO. Herearesome
examples:
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Canhecook? “Can”(auxiliary)“he”(subject)“cook”(verb)
Doesyourdoglikepopcorn?  “Does”(A)“yourdog”(S)“like”(V)“popcorn”(O)
Areyouburningthepopcorn? “Are”(A)“you”(S)“burning”(V)“popcorn”(O)

PartsofWordOrder
Whilealmostsentencesneedtofollow thebasicSVO wordorder,weaddother
words,likeindirectobjectsandmodifiers,tomakethem moredetailed.

IndirectObjects
Whenweaddan indirectobject,asentencewillfollow aslightlydifferentorder.
Indirectobjects always come between the verb and the object,following the
pattern SVIO,likethis:

Ifedthedogsomepopcorn.

Thissentencehas“I”(subject)“fed”(verb)“dog”(indirectobject)“popcorn”(direct
object).

ThePhrase
DefinitionofthePhrase
Aphraseisagroupofrelatedwordswithoutasubjectandafiniteverb.Itcanalsobe
definedasthatunitofgrammartypicallybutnotnecessarilycontainingmorethan
one word but functions as a unit lacking the subject-predicate structure
characteristicsofclauses.Examinethefollowingexamples.

Thegirl Thebeautifulgirl
Joy Aninfluentialman
James ThegiantofAfrica
Nigeria

TheStructureofthePhrase
Ascanbeseenfrom thedefinitiongivenabove,aphraseinmodernlinguistic
descriptioncanconsistofonewordaswehaveintheexamplesbelow.

Dogs attack fiercely She ate often

Intheseexamples,thesinglewordineachcolumnconstitutesaphraseeach.Whena
phraseismadeupofjustaword,thatwordiscalledtheheadwordorsimplythe
headofthephrase.Theheadofaphrasecanthereforebesimplydefinedasthe
minimalform ofthephrase.

Itisquiteoftencommonhowever,forotherrelatedwordstooccurwiththeheadof
thephraseasitisevidentfrom thefollowingexamples.

Manydogs canattack quitefiercely
Shealone hadbeeneating particularlyoften

Wordsthatoccurwiththeheadofaphrasearedependentonthathead.Sometimes,
adependentwordmayprecedetheheadofthephraseasinthefollowingexamples.
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Manydogs, canattack,quitefiercely,hadbeeneating,particularlyoften

Thedependentwordsitalicisedandboldfacedintheaboveexamplesprecedethe
headwords.Sometimeshowever,thedependentwordcanfollow theheadwordof
thephrase.e.g.shealone,wherealoneisthedependentwordwhichfollowsthehead
wordshe.

Wheneverthephraseismadeupofaheadand(a)dependentword(s),theheadcan
beidentifiedusingthecriterionofsubstitutionorreplacement.Thusawordwhichis
distributionallyequivalentorcansubstitutefortheentirephraseisthehead.Letus
examinetheexamplesin(a)and(b)below.

a.Thissweetpotato tastes incrediblynice
b.Potato tastes nice

Theseexamplesshowthatthephrasethissweetpotatoandincrediblynicein(a)can
bereplacedbypotatoandnicerespectivelyasinsentence(b).Thismeansthat
potato andnicearetheheadwordsinthephraseswhichcontainthem.Other
examplesofdependentwordsthatprecedeorfollow aheadwordoccurinthe
followingsentence.

Thatbeautifulcarinthegaragebelongstome.

Inthisexample,thedependentwordsthatprecedetheheadword‘car’are‘that’and
‘beautiful’,whilethedependentstringofwordsthatfollow thisheadwordis‘inthe
garage’.

Insomemodeloflinguisticdescription,thedependentwordwhichprecedesthehead
ofaphraseisreferredtoasthemodifierwhilethedependentwordwhichfollowsthe
headofaphraseiscalledthequalifier.

Modifier=M;Head=H;Qualifier=Q

Thephrase‘Thatbeautifulcarinthegarage’canbestructurallyanalyzedasfollows:

H=car,M=thatbeautiful,Q=inthegarage or
M M H Q
Thatbeautiful car inthegarage

Inlinguisticliterature,modifiersarealsoreferredtoaspre-modifierswhilequalifiers
arecalledpost-modifiers.
TheNounPhrase(NP)
Insomemodelofgrammaticalanalysis,theNounPhrase(NP)isreferredtoasthe
nominalgroup.Initsstructure,theNPcomprisesoftheheadwordwhichmaybe
precededbysomepre-modificationandfollowedbysomepostmodification.

M1 M2 H Q
That beautiful car inthegarage
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Itisimportanttoemphasizethattheonlyobligatoryelementistheheadword.Both
thepre-modificationandthepostmodificationareoptional.

TheheadoftheNPmaybeanounorapronoun.Ontheotherhand,themodifiers
may belong to a numberofdifferentword-class e.g.articles,demonstratives,
possessives (these are normally called identifiers)orthey may be numerals
(quantifiers),adjectivesornouns.Examplesaregivenbelow.

M1 M2 M3 M4 H
Those five beautiful country houses
M1-article;M2-numeral;M3-adjective;M4-noun.

M1 M2 M3 M4 H
My three fierce police dogs

M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 H
All the five troublesome village policemen

Anothertypeofpre-modificationisthegenitivecaseortheNPinthegenitivewhichis
markedinEnglishlanguagebyanapostropheands.forexample,inthesentence
below,

M1 M2 M3 M4 H
Thatyoungman’s elegant stupid female secretary

thatyoungman’sistheNPinthegenitive.

Thepostmodificationqualifiersmaybewords,phrasesorclausesasisevidentin
thefollowingexamples.

M H Q
Thefundsavailablearenotsufficient.

M H Q
The car inthegarage belongstome.

M H Q
The dog whichIboughtlastyear

TheNPcanoccupyfiveimportantpositionswhereanouncanbefoundinasentence.
Theseare:

Thesubjectofaverbe.g.Thatyoungboyhassucceeded.
Objectofaverbe.g.Ihavemarriedthelady. We have a good

reputation.
Complementofapreposition.e.g.Heisafraidofthatman.
Complementofaverbe.g.Heisthepresident.
Complementofanobjecte.g. Theynamethatladyaprostitute.
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AppositivePhrase
AnAppositivePhraseisusuallyanNPthatgivesmoreinformationaboutanoun,a
pronoun,oranounphrase.Itcanbeusedinplaceofanoun,apronounoranoun
phraseittalksmoreabout.Appositivephrasesaremarkedoffbycommasatthe
beginningandattheendinaconstruction.
Examplesareunderlinedintheexamplesbelow.

JesusChrist,theLordoflords,willrewardyouaccordingly.
ThingsFallApart,ChnuaAchebe’sfirstnovel,isaclassic.

PrepositionalPhrase(PP)
APrepositionalPhrase(PP)isoneheadedbyapreposition.Itobligatorilyhasanoun
phraseascomplement.Someexamplesaregivenbelow.

Isawtheboyatthepark. Behind a successfulman is the
woman.

Putitinsidetheroom. The wife ofmy son is very
godly.

Mydearwifeisanembodimentofvirtues.

TheVerbPhrase
TheheadoftheVerbPhrase(VP)istheverb.However,thereisnoagreementamong
linguistsontheexactstructureoftheVP.Forsomelinguistsforinstance,allthe
elementsoftheVPareverbsofonekindoranother.Inotherwords,theheadword
whichisalsoaverbisaccompaniedbyotherverbscommonlyreferredtoasauxiliary
verbstodistinguishthem from theheadverbwhichiscalledalexicalverb.Consider
theexamplesbelow.

M M H
John may have gone

M M M H
He should have been killed

Ascanbeseenfrom theseexamples,thelexicalverbisalwaysthelastelementin
theVP.
OtherlinguistshaveamuchbroaderdefinitionofaVP.Forsuchlinguists,aVPis
equivalenttothepredicateofasentence.Underthatview,theunderlinedinthe
followingsentencesareVPs.

Johnmayhavegone. John mayhave gone to the
market.

Johnboughtaveryfinecarlastweek.

Forsomelinguistsstill,whilethemodifiersoftheheadwordareauxiliaryverbs,the
qualifiersareparticlesthatareparticularlycloselylinkedtotheheadword(verb).

H Q
Theclock runs down

M M H Q
John may have run acrossafriend
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Forsuchlinguists,particlesthatarelooselylinkedtotheheadverbandwhichcanbe
freelyinterchangedwithotherparticlesarenotpartoftheVP.

TypesofVerbPhrases
FiniteVerbPhrase:Thesearethosecontainingfiniteformsoftheverbi.e.verbforms
whichindicatetenseandareassociatedwithaparticularsubjecte.g.1st,2nd or3rd

person.Suchverbformsvaryaccordingtothepersonandnumberofthesubject.
ExamplesoffiniteVPinEnglishlanguageareunderlinedinthefollowingsentences.

Johniswalking. Johnwaswalking Johnwalked Johnwalks

Infact,allformsoftheverbwiththeexceptionofinfinitiveandparticiplearefinite.A
finiteVPcanoccuronitsowninanindependentormainclause.

GerundivePhrase:Agerundisaverbalnoun.InEnglish,itisthe‘-ing’form ofaverb
(presentparticipleform)usedasanoun.Examplesareunderlinedinthesentences
below.

Riotingisevil Theyarefondofmurmuring

Agerundivephraseisaphraseheadedbyagerund.Theunderlinedpartsofthe
sentencesbelowareexamples.

Shoutingwhenpraying,iscommonthesedays.
Thelawdoesnotallowsmokinginpublicplaces.

ParticipialPhrase:AParticipialPhraseisaphraseheadedbytheparticipleform ofa
verbinEnglish.Participialphrasesfunctionasadjectives.Examplesareunderlined
below.

Shockedbythecommentsofherfriends,theladydecidedtoresignfrom her
appointment.

Havingapologized,theycannowpresenttheircase.

InfinitivalPhrase:TheInfinitivalPhraseisaphraseheadedbyaninfinitiveverb.Itcan
functionasanoun,anadjectiveoranadverb.Examplesaregivenbelow.

Tohaveahouseisdifferentfrom tohaveahome.
Tocontrolawomanisdifficult. Thisisawomantohonour.
ItisnicetoknowGod. Theystooduptogreethim.

TheAdjectivePhrase
TheAdjectivePhrase(AP)functionstomodifyanoun.Itsheadisanadjective.In
structure,anAPmayconsistofonlythehead.Infact,manyAPshavethistypeof
structure.However,anAPmayconsistoftheheadandsomepre-modificationand
postmodification.Thepre-modificationareusuallyadverbs,particularlythesub-
classofintensifyingadverbs.

Examples
M H
Veryintelligentboy

M H
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Highly satisfactoryreply

Postmodificationsarecomplements.Suchcomplementsmaybeaprepositional
phrase,aninfinitiveclauseorathat-clause.

Examples
H Q=PP

Anxiousabouthisresult

H Q=Infinitiveclause
Anxious todotherightthing

H Q=that-clause
Anxiousthatsomebodymayreplaceher

FunctionsofAdjectivePhrases
APslikeadjectiveshavetwousesorfunctions.Thesearetheattributivefunctionand
thepredicativefunction.AnAPperformstheattributivefunctionwhenitprecedesor
occasionallyfollowsanounwithinanNP.Examplesaregivenbelow.

Thatveryfinehousehasbeendestroyed.
Theman,complainingloudly,ranoutoftheHouseofAssembly.

APsthatfollow‘copula’verbsperform apredicativefunction.
Hisletterwasveryinteresting.

ThereareAPsthatperform bothpredicativeandattributivefunctions.
Hisletterwasveryinteresting.-predicativefunction
Ireceivedaveryinterestingletter-attributivefunction
Thatveryinterestingletterhasbeendestroyed–attributivefunction

Ontheotherhand,someAPsperform eitherattributiveorpredicativefunctiononly.
Attributivefunctiononly:Amereyouth;themainevent
Predicativefunctiononly:Theboyisalone.Thelionisasleep.

AdverbPhrase(AdvP)
TheheadofanAdverbPhrase(AdvP)isanadverb.Ineffect,anAdvPmayconsistof
onlyanadverbinitsstructure.ManyAdvPsareofthistypeofstructure.

Examples:Heranquickly.Johnatewell

However,anAdvPmayalsoconsistoftheheadword,whichisanadverbandother
adverbsmodifyingthisheadword.
Examples

M H
Heranveryquickly.

M H
Johnate amazingly well.
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AdvPhavethefollowingusesorfunctions: Adjunctfunction;Conjunctfunction

Adjunctfunction:TheadjunctfunctionistheprincipalfunctionoftheAdvP.AdvPs
perform thisfunctionwhentheyprovideinformationabouttheplace,time,and
manner,causeoftheactionoreventtalkedaboutintheclauseinwhichtheAdvPs
occur.

Examples:Heranveryquickly-manner Shesangtoooften-time

Conjunctfunction:AdvPsthatlinkorconjoin oneclauseto anotherperform a
conjunctfunction.ThenumberofAdvPsthatperform thisfunctionislimitedand
suchAdvPsdonotnormallycontainmodifiersintheirstructure.

Example:Sheisinefficient,therefore,cannotbeconsideredforapost,besides,
we

alreadyhaveabetterperson.

AdvPsthatindicatethespeaker’sattitudesorstancetowhatheissayingperform a
disjunctfunction.Suchdisjunctadverbsnormallyoccurinfrontofthesentenceor
clause.Theymaycontainmodifiersintheirstructureoccasionally.

Example:Frankly,Johncannotdothatjob.

TheClause
Introduction
Theclauseisanotherprincipalunitofgrammaticaldescriptionnexttothesentence
inrank.Iwilldefineandexplainthevariousfunctionstheclausecanperform in
humanutterances.
Afteryouhavestudiedthislecture,yououghttobeabletoidentifytheclause,explain
thevariousfunctionsperformedbytheclauseandgiveavividaccountofthetypesof
clausesinhumanlanguage.

Definition:Aclauseisagroupofrelatedwordscontainingasubjectandaverb.

TypesofClauses
Theclausecanbedividedintotwomaintypesbasedontheirstructure.Thesearethe
mainclauseandthesubordinateclause.

Main Clause:The main clause is also known as the principalclause orthe
independentclause.Itisaclausethatcanexpresscompletethoughtsandsuchcan
standonitsown.

Example:Shebelievesinherself,andshesucceedsinherefforts.

Thesentencecontainstwomainclauses(underlined),eachcapableofstanding
alone.Note,however,thatifeitheroftheunderlinedpartsstoodalone,itwouldbe
classifiedasasimplesentence,notasaclause.Clausenecessarilyimpliesthelarge
wholeofwhichitisapart.

SubordinateClause:Thesubordinateclauseisaclausethatcannotstandonitsown
in thatitdoes notexpress a complete thought.Itis usually introduced by
subordinatingconjunctionssuchasif,unless,that,because,while,whereas,when,



OyèTáíwò(2021):IntroductiontoGrammaticalAnalysisI

LIN121:Page44of44

etc.
Examples

Olúwillleaveifyouabusehim.
O̩pé̩lovesyoubecauseyourespecther.
ItstoppedrainingbeforeIgotthere.

Thesubordinateclausesareunderlinedintheexamplesabove.

FunctionsofClauses
Theclauseperformsanumberoffunctionsinlanguage.Itcanbeusedasanoun
(thisiscalledthenounclause),asanadjective(calledanadjectivalorarelative
clause),andasanadverbwhichisknownasanadverbialclause.

TheNounClause:Anounclauseisasubordinateclauseusedasanoun.Inthe
sentencesbelow,thenounclausesareunderlined.

HedidnottellyouwhatIwantedtodo.
Thatwegreetyoualwaysdoesnotmeanthatwearesycophants.
Weknowwhatweneed.

TheAdjectivalClause:Anadjectivalclauseisasubordinateclauseusedasan
adjective.Itisalsocalledarelativeclause.Someexamplesareunderlinedinthe
followingsentences.

ThathousewhichIbuiltisonthelaststreet.
Themanwhom Iinvitedwillcomeverysoon
StudentsthatstudyLinguisticsarealwaysverybrilliant.

TheAdverbialClause:Anadverbialclauseisasubordinateclauseusedasanadverb.
Ithasthefollowingtypes.Adverbialclauseoftime,answersthequestion‘when?’For
example:

Beforeweresponded,theyhadrunaway.
Hewasprovokedwhenthemanaskedforabribe.

Adverbialclauseofplace,answersthequestion‘where?’
Nobodyknowswhereheisheadingto. WhereIwillbetomorrow,youcannot
say.

Adverbialclauseofreason,answersthequestion‘why?’
Shefaintedbecauseshewasdisappointed. IwillmakeitbecauseGodis
onmyside.

Adverbialclauseofconcessiontriestoshowcontrastbetweenthemainclauseand
thesubordinateclause.Themarkersofthisclauseincludealthough,though,even
though.

Althoughheprepared,hedidnotdowellinthetest.
EventhoughIknowit,Iwon’ttellyou.

Adverbialclauseofmanner,answersthequestion‘how?’
HetalksasifheisGod. Janedancesasaninsectdoes.
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Adverbialclauseofconditiongivestheconditionunderwhichsomethingwillhappen.
Providedthatyouknowhim,youcanconsulthim.
UnlessGodintervenes,thesituationwillgetworse.

TheSentence

Introduction:Thesentenceisthelastoftheprincipalunitofgrammaticaldescription.
Iwill,inthislecture,discussthestructuresandfunctionsofthesentence.Attheend
ofthislecture,youshouldbeabletoanalyzeanysentenceintoitsstructureand
identifythefunctionitperforms.

DefinitionoftheSentence:Thesentencecanbedefinedasagroupofwordshavinga
subjectandapredicate,whichexpressesacompletethought.

ThestructureoftheSentence:Fourtypesofsentencescanbeidentifiedwhenyou
examinethestructureofthesentence.Thesearethesimplesentence,thecompound
sentence,thecomplexsentenceandthecompound-complexsentence.
Thesimplesentenceexpressesasinglecompletethought.InEnglishlanguage,ithas
onlyonemainverb.

Joyiswise. O̩pé̩boughtthatbook. Iwillwinmanyawards.

Thecompoundsentenceisacombinationofatleasttwosimplesentences.
HelaughedbutIhavecrossedtheRubicon.
Wewenttothehostel,beggedhim butherefusedtolistentous.

Wewenttothehostel;
Webeggedhim;
Herefusedtolistentous.

Acomplexsentencecontainsamainclauseandatleastonesubordinateclause.
Examples: WhenIbecomeaman,Iwilllistentoyou.

Iwilllistentoyou(mainclause)
WhenIbecomeaman(subordinateclause)

Johnwasdisturbedbecausetheexaminationwasatthecorner.
Johnwasdisturbed(mainclause)
Becausetheexaminationwasatthecorner(subordinateclause)

A compound-complex sentence is a combination ofcompound and complex
sentences.Itcomprisesatleasttwomainclausesandatleastonesubordinate
clause.

Example:
Whenyouarecriticized,examineyourself,butdonotreplyyourcriticssothat
theydon’tfeelimportant.

Examineyourself(mainclause)
Don’treplyyourcritics(mainclause)
Whenyouarecriticized(subordinateclause)



OyèTáíwò(2021):IntroductiontoGrammaticalAnalysisI

LIN121:Page46of46

Sothattheydon’tfeelimportant(subordinateclause)

FunctionsoftheSentence:Thesentencecanbeusedinfourways.Theseare
declarative,imperative,interrogativeandexclamatory.
Thedeclarativesentenceisasentencethatmakesastatementoffact.Itmaybetrue
orfalse,negativeoraffirmative.Examples:

Thingsarebecomingmoredifficult. Hedidnotlistentous.

Theimperativesentenceisonethatmakesacommandoranentreaty.Thesubjectis
youbutisoftendeletedbecauseitisunderstood.Examples:

Standup. Don’tlosehope. Loveyourneighbourasyourself.

Theexclamatorysentenceisusedtoexpressasuddenfeelingoremotion.Examples:
Thisisserious! GoodGod!Whatisthis! Whyam Isofavoured!

UnderstandingComplexStructures

Introduction:Inthisunit,youwillstudythefollowing:endfocus,endweightand
extraposition.Thesearetermsusedtorefertosomecomplexstructuresemployedin
discourse.

Objective:Thepurposeofthislectureisforyoutounderstandandknow how to
analyse and explain complex structures such as end focus,end weightans
extrposition.

EndFocus
EndFocusistheprinciplebywhichelementsplacedtowardstheendofaphrase,
clauseorsentencetendtoreceivethefocusorprominenceassociatedwithnew
information.Compare:

1a. I’m givingRosiethisdress. b. I’m givingthisdressto
Rosie.

Sentences(1a)and(1b)suggestdifferentsituations:in(1a)‘thisdress’isnew
information–thespeakermaybeshowingthedresstoafriendforthefirsttime;in
(1b)‘toRosie’isnewinformation–thehearermaybelookingatthedressalready,
butRosieisnow beingmentioned,forthefirsttime,asitsrecipient.Thus,inboth
cases,thereisatendencytoputnewinformationinapositionofprominenceatthe
end.Endfocusisimportanttogrammar,becauseithelpstoexplainwhy,where
grammaroffersachoiceofdifferentwordorders;wechooseoneorderratherthan
another.Anexampleisthechoicebetweenactiveandpassive.Inspokenlanguage,
endfocustendstocoincidewithintonationalemphasis.

Endfocusistheprinciplebywhichthemostimportantinformationinaclauseor
sentenceisputattheend.Itiswhatwecallthe‘neutralposition’offocus.Thatis,
chiefprominenceisonthelastopen-classitem orpropernounintheclause.Itisthe
tendencytoputnewinformationtowardstheendoftheclause.

Itisimportantingrammarforitexplainswhy,wheregrammaroffersachoiceof
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differentwordorders.Wechooseoneorderratherthananother.
Example:Thepersonwhoreceivestheutmostsecurityguidanceand
supportandwhoselifeismostlyatriskisthePresident.

Intheaboveexample,theinformationthatisbeingtalkedaboutis‘thePresident’.Itis
thenewinformationforitwasputattheendofthesentenceandalso,itisthechief
prominentbecauseitisthemostimportant.Ifithadnotbeenincluded,thesentence
wouldnotmakeanysense.Theprinciplethatthemostimportantinformationina
clauseorsentenceisplacedattheendisanormalcharacteristicofsentence
structureinEnglish.Examples:

Given advice and the person is notyielding to the advice is very
annoying

IwillgivethecuptoBola
Tryingtosleepinanoisyenvironmentisbad.

Intheaboveexamples,theunderlinedwordsaregivenprominenceandaretheend
focus.

EndWeight
Ingrammar,endweightistheprinciplebywhichlongerandmorecomplexunitstend
tooccurlaterinthesentencethanshorterandlesscomplexunits.Forexample,in
sentencesconsistingofsubject,verbandobject,thesubjectislikelytobeshortand
simpleincomparisonwiththeobject.WhereEnglishgrammarallowsachoiceof
differentwordorders,endweighthelpstoexplainthechoiceofoneorderratherthan
another.Forexample,wecanvarytheorderoftheparticleandobjectinaphrasal
verbconstructionsuchasput(something)off.Whentheobjectisapersonalpronoun,
theorderobject+particleisalwayspreferred,asinTheyputitoff.Iftheobjectisa
longernounphrase,forexamplethemeeting,thenbothorderscanbeused:

2a.We’llhavetoputthemeetingoff b. We’llhavetoputoffthe
meeting.
Whentheobjectisevenlongerandmorecomplex,thepositionobject+particle
becomesincreasinglyunacceptablebecauseofanincreasingviolationoftheend
weightprinciple:

3a. We’llhavetoputthenextmeetingoftheGeneralAssemblyoff.
b. We’llhavetoputoffthenextmeetingoftheGeneralAssembly.

Theorderof(3b)isclearlymuchmoreacceptablethanthatof(3a).Endweightis
closelyrelatedtoendfocus.

Ingrammar,thisistheprinciplebywhichlongerstructurestendtooccurlaterina
sentencethanshorterstructures.Endweightistheprinciplebywhichlongerand
morecomplexunittendstooccurintheendpartofasentence.Examples:

Wewouldtakethegiftsgiventoushome
Insteadof:
Wewouldtakehomethegiftsgiventous

Taketheuglywristwatchoff
Insteadof:
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Takeofftheuglywristwatch
Intheexamplesabove,theunderlinedwordsaretheendweight.Thepurposeofthe
endweightistomakethecomplexwordofasentenceeasiertopronounce.

Extraposition
Extrapositionisaspecialconstructionwhereasubordinateclause,actingassubject
ofamainclause,is‘extraposed’–thatis,placedattheendofthemainclause–and
replacedbyitasaninitialsubject:

4a. [Thattheexpeditionfailed]wasapity.
b. Itwasapity[thattheexpeditionfailed].

Sentence (4a) illustrates the normalsubject-verb order,and (4b) illustrates
extraposition.Notonly a that-clause,butnominalclauses in generalcan be
‘extraposed’inthisway.Forexample,aninfinitiveclauseisextraposedin:

5a. Itpays[tosendyourkidstoagoodschool].
Itisobviousthatextrapositionservesthepurposesofendweightandendfocus.
Thus(5b)wouldbeanextremelyawkwardviolationofendweightifthenormal
subject-firstorderwereused:

5b. [Tosendyourkidstoagoodschool]pays.

Extraposition isaspecialconstruction whereasubordinateclauseacting asa
subjectofamainclauseisplacedattheendofthemainclauseandreplacedbythe
pronoun‘it’.
Examples:

[Tokeepwhatbelongstoanotherperson]iswrong.

Theabovesentenceisgrammaticallycorrectinanormalsubject-verborderbutfor
thesakeofextraposition,itwouldbe:

Itiswrong[tokeepwhatbelongstoanotherperson].

[ThatIwillgohomethisweekend]isthrilling.
Inanextrapositioncontext,itwouldbe:

Itisthrilling[thatIwillgohome].

[Togotoschool]isgood.
Extrapositionwouldbe:

Itisgood[togotoschool]

ParadigmaticandSyntagmaticRelations

Wordsweusearerelatedbothindividuallyastheybelongtothesamegroup,and
structurallyastheyhavetoselectotherwordstheycombinewithinaconstruction.
Thesetworelationsareknownasparadigmaticandsyntagmaticrelations.These
relationsarealsoknownassystem andstructureorchoicesandchains.Onthe
syntagmaticaxis,wordsarelinked,orchained,togetheraccordingtogrammatical
rules,butwemakechoicesaboutwhichwordstolinktogetherontheparadigmatic
axis,theaxisofchoice.Thepurposeofthislectureistoletyouknowhowwordsare
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relatedinconstructions,therefore,afteryouhavestudiedthislecture,youshouldbe
abletoexplainparadigmaticandsyntagmaticrelationsinsyntaxaswellasdiscuss
thefollowingtypesofrelation:bi-lateraldepedency,unilateraldepedency,co-ordinate
depedencyandmutualexcusion

Thesignsinthelanguagesystem areinterdependent.Eachsignhasavalue,bywhich
wemeansomethinglikemeaning.Eachsignhasthevalueithasjustbecausethisis
thevaluethatalloftheothersignshavenotgot.Thesignsinthelanguagesystem
arerelatedtoeachotherintwoways:therearerulesfortheircombination,andthere
arecontrastsandsimilaritiesbetweenthem.Thesearealsoknownassystem and
structure.Theformerrelatestotheconceptofparadigmaticrelationandthelatterto
theconceptofsyntagmaticrelation,twoconceptscommonlyascribedtotheSwiss
linguistFerdinanddeSaussure(1857–1913).Thefollowingdiagram isoftenusedto
indicatetheconceptsofsystem andstructure.

Linguisticunitsfunctionintermsoftheinteractionbetweensystem andstructure.In
so faraslinguisticunitsfollow andprecedeoneanother,theyform sequential
syntagmatic structuralrelations with each other.Simultaneously,they form
paradigmaticrelationswitheachother,sincealinguisticunitissignificantly,i.e.
differentially,replaceablewithanotherorothersatthatspecificplaceinthestructure,
whereallofthemutuallyreplaceablelinguisticunitsform asystem.Thesetwo
dimensions of language,combination and contrast/similarity,are commonly
illustrateddiagrammaticallyastwoaxes,thesyntagmaticandtheparadigmatic.The
syntagmaticrelationisthestructureinthediagram abovewhiletheparadigmatic
relationisthesystem.

On the syntagmatic axis,words are linked,orchained,togetheraccording to
grammaticalrules,butwemakechoicesaboutwhichwordstolinktogetheronthe
paradigmaticaxis,theaxisofchoice.Therelationshipagivensignhaswiththose
withwhichitiscombinedonthesyntagmaticaxisisevidentinanygivensentence.
Thesyntagmaticaxisissolelyconcernedwithstructure.

ParadigmaticRelation
Aparadigm isasetofallthedifferentformsofaword;asetofassociatedsignifies
orsignifiedwhichareallmembersofsomedefiningcategorybutinwhicheachis
significantlydifferent.Innaturallanguage,therearegrammaticalparadigmssuchas
verbs,articles,nouns,orpronouns.A paradigm couldbefurtherdefinedasthe
system ofmorphemic variations which is correlated with a parallelsystem of
variationsinenvironment.Inotherwords,aparadigm isthechangesintheshapeof
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linguisticform whichmatchesaseriesofchangesinposition.E.g.:go,going,went,
goneThereisasystem ofmorphemicvariationsinthesewords;thisvariationis
correlatedwithaparallelsystem ofvariationinlinguisticenvironment.However,
thesemorphemicchangesgohand-in-handwithaseriesofgrammaticalpositions
hencegocanconstitutethewordingrammaticalenvironment.Forinstance:

Present: ShouldIgotothatschool?
Progressive:Areyougoingtothatschool?
Past: Iwenttothatschool.
Perfect: Ihavegonetothatschool.

Thisshowsthatmembersofeachofthesetofverbslistedabovearesaidtobein
paradigm relation.A paradigmaticrelationshipisalso definedasonewherean
individualsignmaybereplacedbyanother.Thus,forexample,individuallettershave
aparadigmaticrelationshipwithotherletters,aswhereoneletterisused;another
mayreplace it(albeitchanging meaning).Lettersand numbersdo nothave a
paradigmaticrelationship.Paradigmaticrelationshipsaretypicallyassociative,inthat
bothitemsareinasinglemembershipset.Paradigmaticrelationcanbeviewedwhen
aspaceislefttobeoccupiedinasentence.Thechoiceofwordthatcanoccupysuch
position(onverticallevel)iswhatistermedparadigmaticrelationship.Example:

The snakebit theboy The cat bit theboy
The dog bit theboy The fox bit theboy

Paradigmatic relations are those contracted between items thatare mutually
substitutableinsomecontext.Form classesareparadigmaticclasses.Forexample,
intheEnglishNPwehaveaparadigmaticclassofdeterminersincludinga,the,some
etc.andaparadigmaticclassofnounsincludingman,boy,house.

Abook/thebook Aman/aboy/ahouse

Paradigmaticrelationsarethosewhichbelongtothesamesetbyvirtueofafunction
theyshare.Asignentersintoparadigmaticrelationswithallthesignswhichcanalso
occurinthesamecontextbutnotatthesametime.Inagivencontext,onemember
oftheparadigm setisstructurallyreplaceablewithanother.Signsareinparadigmatic
relationwhenthechoiceofoneexcludesthechoiceofanother.Theuseofone
signifier(e.g.aparticularword)ratherthananotherfrom thesameparadigm set.
Paradigmaticrelationscanthusbeseenascontrastive.

SyntagmaticRelation
Asyntagm isaunitoflanguageconsistingofsetsofphonemes,words,orphrases
thatarearrangedinorder.Itisanorderlycombinationofinteractingsignifierswhich
forms a meaningfulwhole within a text,sometimes called a ‘chain’such
combinationsaremadewithinaframeworkofsyntacticrulesandconventions.In
languages,asentence,forinstanceisasyntagm ofwords.

Intheformationofutterances,anumberoflinguisticunitsarejoinedinastructural
bondaccordingtotheruleofutteranceformationinthatlanguage.Theunitsaresaid
tobeinsyntagmaticrelationship.Illustrationsaboundatthelevelofmorphology,
phonologyandsyntax.Atthephonologicallevel,thesewordsread/ri:d/,/fate/feit/.
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keg/keg/consistofthreephonemeseach.Eachoftheseisjoinedtogetherina
structuralbondtogivephoneticshapeofthewholeword.Theyareallinsyntagmatic
relationship.

Atthemorphologicallevel,wordsarealsostructurallybond,forinstance,strategically
ismadeupofmorphemes;strategy;-caland-ly.Thethreemorphemesgivetheword
strategicallywhicharejoinedtogetherinastructuralbond.Thisshowsasyntagmatic
relationship atthemorphologicallevel.Atthesyntacticlevel,wordsarejoined
togetherinabondtoexpressthought.TheNP,thebestwriter,isasyntacticunit
exhibitingsyntagmaticrelationshipbetweenthewords,the,best,andwriter.Ifthe
samethreewordsorderinreversedform,wehavewriterbestthe;butinsyntactic
rulesofEnglish,thesewordsarenotboundedtogetherstructurally.Thereisno
syntagmaticrelationship,thustheycannotberegardedasanEnglishphrase.

Syntagmaticrelationsarethevariouswaysinwhichelementswithinthesametexts
mayberelatedtoeachother.Syntagmsarecreatedbythelinkingofsignifiersfrom
paradigm setswhicharechosenonthebasisofwhethertheyareconventionally
regardedasappropriateormayberequiredbysomerulesystem (e.g.grammar).
Syntagmaticrelationshighlighttheimportanceofpartofthewholerelationships.
Syntagmaticrelationshipsareoftengovernedbystructuressuchasspellingand
grammar.Theycanalsohavelessclearrelationship,suchasthoseoffashionand
socialmeaning.Examples:

1.Thecatatethemouse. 2.!Themouseatethecat. 3. *Cat the
mouseatethe.
Structurally,examples(1&2)aregrammaticali.e.intermsofS.V.Ostructureof
sentence.Semantically(bymeaning relation)onlyexample(1)isacceptableor
meaningful.Itisabsurdtobelievethatamousewilleatacat.So,example(2)is
semanticallyfaultyorbizarre,hencethemark!beforeit.Example(3)violatesword
order(syntax)inEnglishbecauseitisthearticlethatcomesbeforeanoun.So,‘cat’
cannotoccupyorfitinthepositionitisfoundinexample(3),itisungrammatical
hencethemark*beforethesentencetoshowungrammaticality.

Syntagmaticrelationsarethosecontractedbetweenformsorform classeswithin
some structure.These mayinclude relations ofordere.g.in English NPs,the
determinermustprecedethenoun.

Aman/*mana

ButinYorùbáNP,itmustfollowthenoun
ọkùnrinnáà/*náàọkùnrin
man the the man

Itmaybetherelationsofdependencye.g.theYorùbáNPọmọpupa ‘light-skinned
child’havetheobligatoryheadọmọ‘child’andtheadjectivepupa light-skinned’
dependentonthenounwithintheNP.

Bothsyntagmaticandpragmaticanalysestreatsignsaspartofasystem –exploring
theirfunctionswithincodesandsub-codes.Wecanfurtherseeinthetablebelow:
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R e lationships

Paradigmati
c

Syntagmatic
A dog fell in this chair
The cat sat on the mat
That man ate under that hut

Intheabovetable,syntagmaticandparadigmaticrelationshipsareillustrated.The
horizontalitemshavesyntagmaticrelationshipsastheyfollow on from oneto
another.Theverticalitemshaveparadigmaticrelationshipsasineachcolumn;items
canbesubstitutedforoneanother.

In general,syntagmaticanalysisisthe analysisofsyntaxorsurface structure,
syntagmaticmeansoneelementselectstheotherelementeithertoprecedeitor
followit.E.g.thedefinitearticle‘the’selectsanounandnotaverb.

Paradigmaticanalysisistheanalysisofparadigmsembeddedinthetextratherthan
ofthesurfacestructure.Itoftenusescommutationtestsi.e.analysisbysubstituting
wordsofthesametypeorclasstocalibrateshiftinconnotations.

Syntagmatic–wordsarelinkedaccordingtogrammaticalrule
Paradigmatic–mutuallysubstituteitemse.g.form classes

Types ofRelation:Mutualorbi-lateraldependency,unilateraldependency,Co-
ordinate dependency,and mutualexclusion.These relationships are abstract
relationshipsbetweensentenceconstituents;theyarealsofunctionalrelationships
indicatingthesyntacticandsemanticfunctionsofconstituentsintheirrelationships
withotherconstituents.Thefactthattheserelationshipsarefunctionalmeansthat
weneedtofindnamestolabelthetypeofrelationshipinvolved–modifier:head,
possessor:possessedetc.Therelationshipsareinprincipleindependentofany
particularaspectofwordorsentenceform.Forexample,theunilaterallydependent
relationmodifier:headcanbeexemplifiedbyconstructionsinvolvingadjectivesand
nouns.InEnglish,therelationshipisrealizedintheorderAdj+N(theredbook)butin
Yorùbá,inthereverseorderN+Adj(ìwépupanáà(bookredthe)withoutaffecting
thedependency.TheUnilaterallydependentrelationpossessor:possessed(whichis
itselfatypeofmodifier:headconstructionwiththepossessedasthehead)canbe
realizedinEnglishbytwoconstructions,thesonofthekingandtheking’sson.The
dependencyrelationisthesameinbothconstructions,butthewordorderisdifferent
andeachconstructionrequiresdifferentmarkers(ofand–s)totherelationship.

Bi-lateral3 orMutual4 Dependency5:Constructions involving bi-lateralormutual
dependencyarecalledexocentricconstructions.Anexocentricconstructionisa
constructioninwhichthedistributionofeitherconstituentinsuchaconstructionis

3 involvingtwogroupsofpeople
4actionsthataffecttwoormorepeopleequally
5sharedbytwoormorepeople
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differentfrom thedistributionoftheconstructionasawhole.Constituentstructure
rulesintroducingmutuallydependentconstituentsareusuallyoftheform:

X→Y+Z e.g. PP→PNP.
TransitiveverbsanditsobjectV+NP,
LocativeverbsandtheirlocativecomplementV+PPetc.

InaPP,thedistributionofaPPasawholeisdifferentfrom thedistributionofeithera
PorofanNP;thetwoconstituentsofaPP.Manyofthemajorsyntacticrelationship
inalllanguagesaremutuallydependent.

In manybi-laterallydependentconstructions,oneconstituentrequirestheother
constituentstoassumeaparticulargrammaticalform.InEnglish,iftheobjectofthe
prepositionisthepronouninaPP,thepronounmustbeintheobliqueform.E.g.:to
her;forhim butnot*tohe,*forshe.Thisrelationshipisknownasgovernment,theP
isthegovernorandgovernstheNPwithwhichitisinconstruction.

UnilaterallyDependentConstructions
Here,oneconstituentistypicallyobligatoryandtheother,thedependentconstituent
is typically optional.These are called endocentric constructions in which the
distribution ofthe construction as a whole parallelto thatofthe obligatory
constituent.Theobligatoryconstituentiscalledtheheadoftheconstructionandthe
optionalconstituent,themodifierofthehead.Constituentstructurerulesintroducing
unilaterallydependentconstructionstypicallytaketheform:

X→(Y+)Z e.g.NP→(Det+)N
InEnglishNPs,thedistributionofunmodifiednounsisparalleltothatofnouns
modifiedbydeterminers;thedetermineristhemodifierandthenountheheadofthe
construction.

Inunilaterallydependentconstructions,themodifiermustagreeorconcordwiththe
headwithrespecttosomeparticulargrammaticalcategorye.g.

number:demonstrativesagreeinnumberwiththeheadN

thisman, thesemen
NumberandGenderagreement:German

einjungermann ‘ayoungman
einejungefrau ‘ayoungwoman’
einjungesmadchen ‘ayounggirl’

Incasesaswehaveabove,theheadnouncontrolstheform ofthemodifiers

Co-ordinateDependency
Inco-ordinatedependency,neitherconstituentdependssyntacticallyontheother,
each constituenthas the same distribution as the construction as a whole.
Constituentstructurerulesintroducingco-ordinatedependencytaketheform:

X→X*e.g.Adj→Adj*

Thisintroducesstringsofadjectiveslikealittleoldladyi.e.aladywhoisbothlittle
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andold.Manyco-ordinateconstructionsincludeamarkerofco-ordinationlikeandor
or.e.g.

MywifeandI; Youoryourwife
thoughnotallco-ordinateconstructionsshow suchamarker.Anothercaseofco-
ordinatedependencywithnomarkerisappositivestructurese.g.PresidentJonathan,
ProfessorElugbe,Mr.Oboh,thefacultyOfficer,ourfather,whoisinheaven.

RelationsofExclusion
Here,whereaconstituentoccurs,itdoesnotpermittheoccurrenceofaparticular
constituent.Forexample,verbsofstateinEnglishdonotingeneraloccurwith
progressiveauxiliaryverbse.g.

*Iam knowingChinese,*Billisseemingill.
PropernounsinEnglishdonottypicallyco-occurwiththedefinitearticle(*theJohn)
exceptwhentheyco-occurwitharelativeclause(theJohnIusedtoknow),mass
nounsdonotco-occurwithpluralexpressions(*thesewater)

InterpretingInformation

The sentence orclause conveys information which maybe whatthe speaker
assumedthattheaudienceisfamiliarwithornotpreviouslyknown.Attheendofthe
lecture,youshouldbeabletoexplaingivenandnew information,identifytopicand
commentinasentenceanddiscusshowthemeandrhemearerealizedinclauses

GivenandNewInformation
Thisisaclassificationoftheinformationconveyedbyasentence,clauseorother
grammaticalunit.Giveninformationisinformationalreadyassumedtobeknownby
theaudienceorreader,andnewinformationisinformationnotpreviouslyknownand
thereforetobeparticularlybroughttothehearer’sorreader’sattention.Inspeech,
newinformationissignalledbyintonationandstress.Forexample,inthefollowing
exchange,thewordsincapitalsrepresentimportantnewinformationandarealsothe
wordswhicharelikelytobestronglystressed:

1. WillthematchtakeplaceTOMORROW?
2. Well,itMAYdo,butIhopeitwillbePOSTPONED.

Thereisatendencytoplacenewinformationaftergiveninformationthatistosave
uptheimportantnew informationtotheendofasentenceorclause.However,a
speakercanvarythepositionofoldandnewinformationbyvaryingthepositionof
stress.Notice,forexample,thedifferenceofeffectbetween(1)aboveandthesame
sentence(3)withadifferentmajorstress:

3. WillthematchTAKEPLACEtomorrow?

GivenInformation
Giveninformationistheinformationthatisassumedbythespeakertobeknownto,
assumed,orinferablebytheaddresseeatthetimeofthespeaker’sutterance
becausetheinformationisacommonknowledge,orpartoftheextralinguistic
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context,orpreviouslyestablished inthediscourse.Giveninformationisalways
placedearlyinasentenceandspokenwithlowamountofstress.

TypesofGivenInformation
Given information has these types:Evoked entity,Inferable entity,predictable
information and salientinformation.Evoked entitycan also be subdivided into
situationallyevokedentityandtextualluevokedentity

EvokedEntity:Thisisareferentwhichisgiveninformationduetothefactthatithas
beenpreviouslymentionedinthetext,alsoduetotheprominenceofthereferencein
theextralinguisticcontext.

SituationallyEvokedEntity:Itisareferentthatisgiveninformationbecauseofthe
prominenceofthereferentintheextralinguisticcontext.Example:Couldyoubring
thecup?
Thecupispreviouslyunmentioned,butitisgiveninformationbecausethereisonly
onecupanditsexistenceisknown.

TextuallyEvokedEntity:Thisisareferentthatisgiveninformationbecauseithas
beenpreviouslyincludedinthetext.Example:TheguyIworkedwithsaysheknows
yoursister
Sincethereferentof“he”hasbeenpreviouslymentionedinthetext,itistextually
evokedentity.

InferableEntity:Thisisareferentthatmaybeinferredbytheaddresseefrom other
informationthathasalreadybeengiven.

Example:Igotonabusyesterdayandthedriverwasdrunk

Thementionedofbushasmadethedriverinferable,adriverisassumedtobeinthe
bus;thustheaddresseemayassumewithoutfurtherspecificationfrom thespeaker
thatisthedriverofthebuswhoisspokenof.

PredictableInformation:Thistypeofgiveninformationistheonethatthespeaker
assumescanbeorcouldhavebeenpredictedbytheaddresseeto occurina
particularposition in a sentence.Example:Ellipsis materialin utterances is
predictableinformation.Likethesentencebelow:

Sheboughtstationerylikepencils,biros…
From thesentence,itcouldbepredictedfrom theellipsisthatotherstationarythat
werenotmentionedbythespeakerarepapers,books,envelopesetc.

SalientInformation:Thisgiveninformationisthatwhichthespeakerassumestobe
intheaddressee’sconsciousnessatthetimeofthespeaker’sutterance.

NewInformation
Newinformationistheinformationthatisassumedbythespeakernottobeknown
toorassumedbytheaddresseeorpreviouslyestablishedinthediscourse.Itis
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typicallyplacedlateinthesentenceandithasahighamountofstressplacedonthe
wordsrepresentingit.Inthefollowingexchange,thestressedwords(incapitalletters)
arenewinformation.

A: DoyouknowwherethePORTERis?
B: HehasgonetotheOFFICE.

Brand-new entity:Brand new entityis a referentthathas notbeen mentioned
previouslyinthediscourseanditisassumedbythespeakertobepreviouslyunkown
totheaddressee.

Example:TheguyIworkedwithsaysheknowsyoursister
“TheguyIworkedwith”referstoabrand-newentity.However,whenreferredtoagain
as“he”itisnolongerabrand-newentitybutsalientinformation.

AnchoredEntity:Anchoredentityisabrand-new entitythatislinkedtoanother
referentwhichisnotbrand-newbymeansoftheinclusionofreferringexpressionin
thenoun-phrase.

Example:TheguyIworkwithsaysheknowsyoursister
Intheaboveexample,“guy”whichisbrand-new isanchoredtothespeakerbythe
noun-phrase“Iworkwith”

UnusedEntity:Unusedentityisareferentreferredtoforthefirsttimeinthediscourse,
butassumedtobealreadyapartoftheaddressees’knowledge.

TopicandComment
Inusingthesetermsallowanceismadetothefactthatinutteringa(minimal)
discourseunitthespeaker‘sayssomethingaboutsomething’;inotherwords,thereis
somethingthathastoberegardedasthealreadyestablished‘matterofcurrent
concern’aboutwhichnew informationisadded.Theaddedinformationisnamed
‘comment,’whereastheinformationthathasalreadybeenestablishedandthuscan
serveasananchoringpointforthenew informationisdesignatedas‘topic.’The
definitionofTopicas‘whatisbeingtalkedabout’andCommentas‘whatisbeing
saidaboutwhatisbeingtalkedabout’isbasedontheaxiom thatthesetwopartsare
presentineverydeclarativeutterance.Thisisexpressed inregulativetermsby
Lambrecht(1987:254):‘‘Donotintroduceareferentandtalkaboutitatthesame
time.’’HeaffirmedthattherelationTopic-of‘‘expressesthepragmaticrelationof
aboutness thatholds between a referentand a proposition with respectto a
particulardiscourse’’.AsLambrecht(1994:127)stated:“Areferentisinterpretedas
thetopicofapropositionifinagivendiscoursethepropositionisconstruedasbeing
aboutthisreferent,i.e.asexpressinginformationwhichisrelevanttoandwhich
increasestheaddressee’sknowledgeofthisreferent’’.

Inthediscourse,IsawJohnyesterday.Hewasangry,thepronounheinthesecond
sentence refers to the topic (itis the ‘topic expression’),whereas was angry
designatesthecommentthatisaboutthistopic.Topiccanbeviewedfrom different
perspectivesofdefinitions,wecansay:Topicisthephraseinaclausethattherestof
theclauseisunderstoodtobeabout.
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WaysofDeterminingtheTopicofaSentence
 InordinaryEnglish,thesubjectisnormallythesameasthetopic.

Example: Thecarhittheoldman. Amandiedyesterday.
Intheabovesentences,thetopicofthesentencesappearedinthesubject
positionswhichareunderlined.

 Itisalsopossibletouseothersentencestructuretoshow thetopicofa
sentence.

Example: Asfortheoldman,thecarknockedhim down.
Intheexample,thetopicistheunderlinedclause.

 The topic ofa sentence can also be determined pragmatically i.e.the
contextualusesofwordsbythespeaker.Here,it’sonlywhenthespeaker
singlesoutthetopicthatyoucanagreewithhim/her;thisissimplybecause
somewordsareambiguous.

Example: Areyouokay?
Thissentenceisaninterrogativesentenceanditcanmeanapoliteand
concernedwayofwantingtoknow one’sproblem.Itcanmeanajokeandit
canmeananinsult.So,thetopicisdeterminedbythespeaker.

Topicandsubject
Thedifferencebetweentopicand grammaticalsubjectisthattopicisused to
describetheinformationstructureofasentenceandhow itcohereswithother
sentence,whereas,subjectispurelyagrammaticalterm.Itisverypossibletohavea
sentencewherethesubjectisnotthetopic,mostcommonintheChineselanguage.

Topicandcommentgohandinhand,withoutthetopictherecanneverbeacomment,
becausethecommentistheextensiveinformationgiventosupportthetopic.

ThemeandRheme
ThemessageisconstructedintheEnglishclauseintermsofthemeandrheme.One
elementoftheclauseisgiventhespecialstatusofthemebybeingputfirst,andit
thencombineswiththerestoftheclausetoconstitutethemessage;otherlanguages
markthemebyothermeans;forinstance,Japaneseusesthesuffix-watosignify
thatwhateveritfollowsisthetheme.Thethemeisdefinedas‘theelementwhich
servesasthepointofdepartureofthemessage;itisthatwithwhichtheclauseis
concerned’,andtherestofthemessageisreferredtoastherheme;thethemeis
normallyrealizedbynominalgroups(examples(1),(2)and(3))adverbialgroups(5),
orprepositionalphrases(4).

Theme Rheme
(1)Tomas gaveSophiethatEasteregg
(2)ThatEasteregg wasgiventoSophiebyTomas
(3)Sophie wasgiventhatEastereggbyTomas
(4)AtEaster TomaswenttoseeSophieandKatie
(5)Verysoon theywereeatingEastereggs

Themesmay,however,alsoberealizedbyclauses,asinthecaseof:
WhatTomasgavetoSophiewasanEasteregg.

However,inthiscasetheclausewhatTomasgavetoSophiefunctionsasanominal
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groupinthewholesentence;thisphenomenonisreferredtoasnominalization.Itis
alsopossibletohavecasesofpredicatedthemehavingtheform it+be,asin

ItwasanEastereggthatTomasgavetoSophie.
ThemostusualthemesinEnglisharethoserealizedbythegrammaticalsubjectof
theclause,andthesearecalledunmarkedthemes;whenthethemeissomething
otherthanthesubject,itiscalledmarkedtheme(examples(4)and(5)).

Functionallinguiststendtodescribedislocationswithinformationalnotionssuchas
themeandrhemeratherthangrammaticalstructures.Inthesentencebelow,

6. ThebookIlentyou,haveyoufinishedityet
thetheme,thebookIlentyou,realizedasatonegroupunit,conveysinformationthat
isconsideredtobealreadygivenortoberecoverablefrom theprecedingdiscourse
(whatthespeaker,I,wastalkingaboutbefore).Therhemeisnewinformation,have
youfinishedityet.Incommunicativeframesthatconsiderintentionsandinteractions
between speakers as essentialcomponents,left-dislocated elements are,more
precisely,whatthespeakersintendtoexpandtheirknowledgeabout.

Inacourseinliterallystylistics,itisperhapsappropriateforonetomentionatthe
outsetthatthethemehereisdifferentfrom thewayitisgenerallyunderstoodin
literaryanalysis.Whenitisusedinrelationtotheterm rheme,ithasmoretechnical
grammaticalterm.

Example: Ihadasleeplessnightyesterday.
“I”isthethemeofthissentencewhile“hasasleeplessnightyesterday”istherheme.
WecanalsosaythattheThemeisthestartingpointoftheclausemessage.

 ThemeisrealizedinEnglishbythefirstpositioninaclause
 Thememustcontainaparticipant,processorcircumstance
 Theme mustinclude elementpreceding the firstparticipant,process or

circumstance
Therhemeistheconstituentofasentencethataddsmostnew informationin
additiontowhathasalreadybeensaidinthediscourse.Itshouldbenotedthat
everythingelsewhichfollowsthethemeinasingleclauseistherheme.Inother
words,therhemeoftheclauseisformedbyallotherconstituentsthatfollowit.The
subject,circumstantialadjunctandcomplementwhentheyarefrontedareallknown
astopicalthemes.

TabularPresentationoftheDifferencesbetweenThemeandRheme
Theme Rheme

1. Itisthepointofdepartureof
clause

Wherethepresentationmovesafter
thepointofdeparture

2. Ithasthelocaltextofclause
aspieceoftext

Whatispresentedispresentedin
thelocalcontextsetupbythe
theme

3. Initialpositionintheclause Positionfollowinginitialposition

ThemesinDeclarativeSentence
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Itcanbeunmarkedi.e.Theme=Subject.Examples:
(a) ThetwoNigeriansstoodwaiting (b)Bayo and his fatherwentinto the
forest
(c) No,Ithinkit’seasy (d)Oh,youareagreatman
(e) ButIwillhavesometea

Itcanbemarkedi.e.Theme=Subject Examples:
(a) ThatIdon’tknow (b) Whatshehadfeltheneverknew
(c) InJanuary1999,shetravelledtoLondon

ThemesinInterrogativeSentence
Itcanbeinpolarity(Yes/No)questions:MarkedTheme=Finite+Subject
Examples: (a) AreyouinterestedinSyntax?

(b) Wouldyoulikeacupofcoffee?
(c) Bytheway,wereyouseriousabouttheissue?

ItcanbeWHquestions:UnmarkedTheme=WH–Word
Examples: (a) Whatareyoudoinghere?

(b) Wherearewegoing?
(c) Then,inthenameofgoodness,whydoesshebother?

ThemeinImperativeSentences
Examples: (a) Wakemeupbeforecockcrows

(b) Don’tdisturbme
(c) Let’shavealookatthisreceipt
(d) Oh,pleasestopit

Inalltheexamplesgivenabove,theunderlinedword(s)ineachsentenceisthetheme
whiletheremainingpartofeachsentenceistherheme.

BasicGrammaticalTerms/Notions
Tense
Tensedenotesthetimeanactiontakesplace,whethersometimeinthepast,inthe
presentorsometimeinthefuture.Itisaunversalcategoryfoundinalllanguages,
thoughitsmorphologicalrealisationdiffersfrom onelanguagetotheother.Inother
words,tensemarkersmaybemorphologicallymarked,asfoundinEnglish,ornot
morphologicallymarkedasisthecaseofthenonfuturetenseinYorùbá.

Tenseasagrammaticalcategory,relatesthetimeofaneventtothemomentof
utterance.Thenotionoftensehastodowithtimerelationbetweentheevents.
Comrie(1985)saystenseisagrammaticalisedexpressionoflocationintime.Lyons
(1968:305)says:

Theessentialcharacteristicofthecategoryoftenseis
thatitrelatesthetimeofanaction,event,orstateof
affairs referred to in the sentence to the time of
utterance:thetimeofutterancebeingnow.
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Amodelcanperceive,recalloranticipateanevent.Therefore,thereareonlythree
possibleorderrelationshipsbetweeneventsandanyaxisoforientation,theaxisor
orientationbeingthepointofinitiationofspeechorthepointpresent,the‘now’of
utterance.Thethreeotherrelationshipsareretrospectivepoint(RP),thetimeanterior
tothetimeofinitiationofspeech,anticipatedpoint(AP),thetimeposteriortothe
pointofinitiationofspeechandthepointpresent(PP),thepointofinitiationof
speech.(Ajongolo2005,p.120).

PointPresent(PP):Thisisthepointofinitiationofspeechwhichservesasthe
primaryaxisoforientation,thepointpresentofatensesystem.AccordingtoTaiwo
(2003),the importance ofthe temporalpointpresentis such thatthe actof
recollectionandanticipationactuallytakesplaceinthepointpresent,onlytheactual
activitycanbeanteriororposterior.

RetrospectivePoint(RP):Thetimeanteriortothetimeofinitiationofspeech.Thisis
thepointwhichmusthaveservedasthepointofinitiationofspeechsometimesprior
totheactualinitiationofspeech.Forinstance,whenonesayssomethingaboutan
eventinthepast,whatheIactuallydoingisrecollectingthatatsomepointintime
beforethemomentofutterance,aneventtookplace.

AnticipatedPoint(AP):Thisisthetimeposteriortothepointofinitiationofspeech.
Thisisthetimeposteriortothepointofinitiationofspeech.Itindicatesafuturepoint
intimewhenitisanticipatedthataneventwilltakeplace.

Themaintensesfoundinmanylanguagesincludethepast,presentandfuture.Some
languageshaveonlytwodistincttenses,suchaspastandnonpast,orfutureand
nonfuture.Tensesgenerallyexpresstimerelativetothemomentofspeaking.

PresentTense:Thepresenttenseisthenowofaneventorexistence.Itisthepoint
whereanactionisviewedastakingplacesimultaneouslyorconcurrentlywiththe
timewhentheactionisbeingreported.Simultaneitymeansthattheexactpointor
momentatwhichtheeventistakingplacecoincidewiththetimewhentheeventis
spokenofandthismadeitdifferentfrom theconceptionofcontinuoustense.

FutureTense:Itistheanticipatedpointintime.Itisthelater ofanevent.Itis
natutrallydifferentfrom thepresentandpasttenseintermsofitsreferencetoits
limitexxxistence.Thisisbecauseitcannotbeperceiveddirectlyorrememberedit
butcanonlybeanticipated.

PastTense:Thisexpressesthelocationofthetimeofaneventinantecedence.Itis
the‘then’ofaneventorexistence,ortherecollection/reminiscesofaneventor
existence.Theactionisonlyspokenofatpresentbuttheexecutionhasalready
takenplaceatsomepointintime.
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English(Past,Present,Future)
Hewenttothemarket Past went
Hegoestothemarket Present goes
Hewillgotothemarket Future willgo

Yorùbá(FutureandNonfuture)
Olúlọsíọjà Nonfuture–Nomarkermeaningpastevent
Olùgotomarket‘Olúwenttothemarket’

Olúfẹ́rànójà.Nonfuture – No marker (meaning past/present
situation/condition)

Olúlike market‘Olúliked/likethemarket’

Olúá lọsíọjà. Future–áfuturetensemarker
Olúfutgotomarket‘Olúwillgotothemarket’

Aspect
Aspectlooksattheinternaltemporalcontourofasituation.Itreflectsthetemporal
relationshipbetweeneitherthepointofinitiationofspeechandtheinternaltemporal
structureoftheeventdescribedbyanelement;ortheinternal,temporalstructureofa
specificbackground situation described byoneelementand thetotalityofthe
situationreferredtobyanother(Omamor1982:104–105).Aspectdealswiththe
placementofanactionwithregardstotimeandnotnecessarilytheactualtimethe
actionoccurs,unliketense.Itisallaboutthecomplementofanactionthattheverbal
groupdescribes.

Therearebasicallytwotypesofaspect,perfectiveaspectandimperfectiveaspect.
Theimperfectiveaspectisfurthersubdividedintoprogressiveorcontinuousaspect
andhaitualaspect.

PerfectiveAspect:Completeness:Thisshowsthatanactionoractivitydescribedhas
beencompleted.Inotherwords,theactionoractivitydescribedisalreadyconcluded.
Examinethesentencesbelow.

Ihavedanced.(completedaction) I am dancing. (action in
progress)

ExamplesofAspectsinYorùbá
PerfectiveAspect:Themarkersareti,foracompletedactionoractivity,timáań,àti
máa,andtińforactionoractivitythathasalreadystarted.

Akẹ́kọ̀ ọ́ tí ń kẹkọ̀ ọ́
student perf.contlearn‘Studentsarealreadylearning’

Olúá tí máalọ
Olúfut.perfhab.go‘Olúwouldhavebeengoing’

Wón tímàá n kọrin
Theyperfhabcontsing‘Theywouldhavebeensinging’
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Moti seiṣẹ́náà
I perfdoworkthe‘Ihavedonethework’

ContinuousorProgressiveAspect:Theprogressiveaspectexpressesanactionthat

istakingplaceoron-goingataparticularpointintime.Itisanongoingprocessatthe

time ofspeaking.This aspectis used foreventthatare stillprogressive or
uncompletedaction,ńisitsmarker.

À ń jẹún
Weconteat‘Weareeating.’

HabitualAspect:Thisaspectisusedtoreporthabitualeventoroccurrence,amáa
andmáańaretheaspectaspectmarkersinYorùbá.

Olúámáaṣiṣẹ
Olúhab work‘Olúusuallyworks’

Wọ́nmáańgbaibí kọjá
They hab passherethrough‘Theyusuallypassthroughthisplace’

Mood
Moodisacategoryoftheverborverbalinflectionsthatexpressessemanticand
grammaticaldifferences,includingsuchformsastheindicative,subjunctive,and
imperative.Itistypicallyusedtoindicatethesyntacticrelationoftheclauseinwhich
theverboccurstootherclausesinthesentence,ortheattitudeofthespeakertoward
whatheorsheissaying,ascertaintyoruncertainty,wishorcommand,emphasisor
hesitancy.Itasetofsyntacticdevicesinsomelanguagesthatissimilartothissetin
functionormeaning,involvingtheuseofauxiliarywords,as can,may,might.Itisany
ofthecategoriesofthesesets:theLatinindicative,imperative,andsubjunctive
moods.

Case
Caseshowsanoun'sorapronoun'srelationshipwiththeotherwordsinasentence.
Themaincasesaresubjectiveornominativecase,objectiveoraccusativecase,
dativecase,possessiveorgenitivecaseandvocaticecase

Olú gave me thebook in Ọpẹ’shouse,Ayọ
Nominative dativeaccusative genitive vocative

InEnglish,nounsdonotchangetheirformsinanyofthecasesotherthanthe
possessivecase(e.g., Ọpẹ becomes Ọpẹ's).Pronouns,however,changetheirforms
in the possessive case (e.g., he becomes his) and the objective case
(e.g., he becomes him).

Thetablebelow showshow nounsandpronounschange(ordon’t)inthevarious
cases
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Sujective
Case

Objective
Case

PossessiveCase VocativeCase
Possessive
Determiner

Possessive
Pronoun

I Me My Mine
You(sg) You Your Yours Getoff,you
He/she/
it

Him /her/
it

His / her
/its

His/hers/
its

We Us Our Our
You(pl) You Your Yours You,scram!
They Them Their Theirs
Dog Dog Dog’s Handsup,dog
Dogs Dogs Dogs’ Run away,

dogs

Gender
Gender isaspecificform ofnounsinwhichthedivisionformsanagremment system
withanotheraspectofthelanguage,suchasadjectives,articles,pronouns,orverbs.
Itisasubclasswithinagrammaticalclass(suchasnoun,pronoun,adjective,or
verb)ofalanguagethatispartlyarbitraryandthatdeterminesagreementwithand
selectionofotherwordsorgrammaticalforms.Genderisaninflectionalform
showingmembershipinsuchasubclass

Genderisconsideredaninherentqualityofnouns,anditaffectstheformsofother
relatedwords,aprocesscalledaggreement.Forexample,inSpanish,determiners,
adjectives,andpronounschangetheirform dependingonthenountowhichthey
refer. Spanishnounshavetwogenders:masculineandfeminine,representedbythe
nouns gato and gata respectively.

Inlanguageswithgrammaticalgender,eachnoun isassignedtooneoftheclasses
called genders,whichform aclosedset.Thedivisionintogendersusuallycorrelates
tosomedegree,atleastforacertainsetofnouns(suchasthosedenotinghumans),
withsomepropertyorpropertiesofthethingsthatparticularnounsdenote.Such
properties include animacy orinanimacy,humanness"ornon-humanness,and
biologicalsex.Fewornonounscanoccurinmorethanoneclass. Dependingonthe
languageandtheword,thisassignmentmightbearsomerelationshipwiththe
meaningofthenoun(e.g."woman"isusuallyfeminine),ormaybearbitrary.

ExampleofGrammaticalGenderinSpanish
GrammaticalGender Number Phrase Gloss
Masculine Singular Elplato “thedish”

Plural Losplatos “thedishes”
Feminine Singular Laguitarra “Theguitar”

Plural Lasguitarras “theguitar”

Pronounsmayagree ingenderwiththenounornounphrasetowhichtheyrefer(their
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antecedent).Sometimes,however,there is no antecedent—the referentofthe
pronounisdeducedindirectlyfrom thecontext:thisisfoundwithpersonalpronouns,
aswellaswithindefiniteanddummypronouns

Withpersonalpronouns,thegenderofthepronounislikelytoagreewiththe natural
gender ofthereferent.Indeed,inmostEuropeanlanguages,personalpronounsare
gendered;for example,English the personalpronouns he, she and it are used
dependingonwhetherthereferentismale,female,orinanimateornon-human;thisis
inspiteofthefactthatEnglishdoesnotgenerallyhavegrammaticalgender.

Person
Personacategoryusedintheclassificationofpronouns,possessivedeterminers,
andverbforms,accordingtowhethertheyindicatethespeaker( firstperson ),the
addressee( secondperson ),orathirdparty( thirdperson ).Grammaticalperson is
thegrammaticaldistinctionbetweendeictic referencestoparticipant(s)inanevent;
typically,thedistinctionisbetweenthespeaker(firstperson),theaddressee(second
person), and others (third person). First person includes the speaker
(English: I, we, me,and us), second person is the person or people spoken to
(English: you), and third person includes all that is not listed above
(English: she, he, they,etc.)] Grammaticalpersontypicallydefinesalanguage'ssetof
personalpronouns

In manylanguages,first-,second-,and third-person pronounsaretypicallyalso
markedforsingular andplural forms

LongPronounsintheOǹdódialectofYorùbá(Ajongolo,2005,p.32)
Singular Plural

1st

person
Èmi Àwa

2nd Ùwọ Ànwan/Ẹ̀ nwẹn
3rd Òun Ànwan

Honorifics:Manylanguagesexpresspersonwithdifferentmorphemesinorderto
distinguishdegreesofformalityandinformality.Asimplehonorificsystem common
amongEuropeanlanguagesistheTu-Vousdistinction.Someotherlanguageshave
muchmoreelaboratesystemsofformalitythatgowellbeyondtheT-Vdistinction,
and use many differentpronouns and verb forms thatexpress the speaker's
relationshipwiththepeopletheyareaddressing.Yorùbáemploysthethirdperson
pluralpronouns,Ẹ̀yin,ẹ,wọ́n,yínaspronounsofrespect(honorifcpronouns.

Ẹkáàárọ̀ ẹ̀ gbọ́nmi“Goodmorningmyelder(brother/sister”
Moríwọnnínúilé“Isawhim/her/them insidethehouse”
Ẹ̀yinniwọ́nńwá“You(pl/sg)aretheonethey/he/sheislookingfor”
Ọmọyìíńkíyín“Thischildisgreetingyou(sg/pl)
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