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Vice-Chancellor's Message

| congratulate you on being part of the historiolation of our Centre for
External Studies into a Distance Learning Centtee feinvigorated Centre,
is building on a solid tradition of nearly twentyears of service to the
Nigerian community in providing higher educationth@se who had hitherto
been unable to benefit from it.

Distance Learning requires an environment in wieéanners themselves
actively participate in constructing their own krdedge. They need to be
able to access and interpret existing knowledgeiaritie process, become
autonomous learners.

Consequently, our major goal is to provide full lftnmedia mode of
teaching/learning in which you will use not onlyirprbut also video, audio
and electronic learning materials.

To this end, we have run two intensive workshapgrioduce a fresh
batch of course materials in order to increasetanbally the number of texts
available to you. The authors made -great effortsinidude the latest
information, knowledge and skills in the differatisciplines and ensure that
the materials are user-friendly. It is our hope gt will put them to the best
use.

iz

: 1~
Proféssqp Olufemi A. Bamiro, FNSE
Vice-Chancellor
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Foreword

The University of Ibadan Distance Learning Programhas a vision of
providing lifelong education for Nigerian citizem$o for a variety of reasons
have opted for the Distance Learning mode. In they, it aims at

democratizing education by ensuring access andyequi

The U.l. experience in Distance Learning dateskliac1988 when the
Centre for External Studies was established ta ecagenly for upgrading the
knowledge and skills of NCE teachers to a Bachel@gree in Education.
Since then, it has gathered considerable experiencgreparing and
producing course materials for its programmes. fEoent expansion of the
programme to cover Agriculture and the need toeng\the existing materials
have necessitated an accelerated process of cowtggials production. To
this end, one major workshop was held in Deceml&62which have
resulted in a substantial increase in the numbecooirse materials. The
writing of the courses by a team of experts.andrags peer review have
ensured the maintenance of the University’s higindards. The approach is
not only to emphasize cognitive knowledge but aldls and humane values
which are at the core of education, even in andge.

The materials have had the input of experiencetbrsdand illustrators
who have ensured that they are accurate, currehteamner friendly. They
are specially written with distance learners in dpisince such people can
often feel isolated from the community of learnegkdequate supplementary
reading materials as well as other information sesirare suggested in the
course materials.

The Distance ‘Learning Centre also envisages thgilae students of
tertiary institutions in Nigeria who are faced wighdearth of high quality
textbooks will find these books very useful. We #nerefore delighted to
present these new titles to both our Distance liegristudents and the
University’s regular students. We are confiderst tthe books will be an
invaluable resource to them.

We would like to thank all our authors, reviewarsl production staff for
the high quality of work.

Best wishes.

ot

Professor Francis O. Egbokhare
Director
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General Introduction and Course Objective

This course is an introduction to the analysis oflish morphological
and syntactic processes. It provides a descriptioBnglish words and
sentences using modern linguistic models like ttnacsiral approach,
transformational grammar and systemic-functionahgnar.
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LECTURE ONE

Basic Concepts and Approaches

Introduction

In this introductory lecture, you will learn somasic terms and concepts
that will facilitate your understanding of MORPHOQGY (that is, word
structure) and SYNTAX (sentence structure) in theglsh Language.
This course embraces two components of languagdy stbhat are
embodied in GRAMMAR. The lecture also includes &foverview of
different approaches to the study of grammar.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:

1. understand some basic terms like grammar, wordphodogy,
syntax and what they stand for;

2. recognise the relationship between word and gramamar
3. recognise the different uses of the term grammar.

Pre-Test

1. How can you define the term ‘grammar’?

2. 'Why do you think grammar is important in languatyelg?
3. Name other aspects of language study that you know
4

. Re-arrange the following strings of words to makaeaningful
sentence:

This book Saturday on John Mary gave to

5. What have you learnt from this exercise in relatmsentence
construction in English?



CONTENT
Word and Grammar: their Relationships

Word and grammar are related to each other in éeuf ways. Firstly,
words constitute the building blocks for constrogtsentences. Secondly,
words are expected to come in a given order inaangratical structure
like the phrase, clause or sentence. Thirdly, theumence of certain
words in a particular sentence may lead to bad gramFourthly, there is
a varying degree of grammaticality of the sentefides depends on the
nature of words used. The study of words is theeefwentral to the
understanding of a language works.

You will discover that some of the problems of stoacting sentences
derive partly from inadequate knowledge of how vgotokhave in a
language. A particular word has its meaning ugrammatical function
is determined by how it is used in a sentence. Maords in the English
Language have more than one meaning and oftendifi®e=nt meanings.
Which meaning a word carries in a given sentenceemgs on the
sentence in which it occurs — on its relationstupother words in that
sentence. The examples below indicate differentninga for the word
‘house’

a. The driver went to his house.
b.  The President went to the White House
c. The Housef Representatives is on vacation.

In the sentences (a) and (b) above, the word ‘Hchee two different
senses of ‘dwelling’. ‘House’ in sentence (c) isnmetely different from
(a) and (b)meaning a special group of people rather than dlidge

What is Grammar?

The term grammar is often used by different pedplenean different

things. First, grammar can be considered to beaadhrof language study
which deals with the construction of sentences Wwigice intelligible and

acceptable. Secondly, grammar may be used to tefdve quality of the

knowledge of a language possessed by a speakerfeased from the

nature of what he speaks. On the basis of thissamgjudge the grammar
of the speaker of the utterances below as ‘poor’:

The girls_ishere.*
The women igxpected to be seated.*
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Thirdly, grammar has been defined as

a finite set of rules which enumerates (generates)
infinite  number of grammatical (or well formed)
sentences of a language and no ungrammatical onés a
assigns to each sentence generated its propertatalc
description” (Koutsoudas 1966:4)

From this last definition, grammar is seen to bke-governed. Thus, a
sentence like ‘This is a house” is grammatical wher“This are a house”
is not. There is a set of rules which govern hovtsuof a language may be
combined to form acceptable sentences. Knowledggrashmar ensures
appropriate usage in language. A learner who hademed the grammar
of a language is one who has mastered and can d#gptyles in an
acceptable way.

Word Order
a. When | entered the house, a big dog ran out ariceat me.
b. House | the when entered, barked ran out big aaaddg me.

These are two strings of words — the same wordsirbulifferent
order. Anyone who knows English will see at oncat the first string of
words makes sense, whereas the second is a messirgit of words.
What makes the difference is grammar. The firghgtis grammatical; the
words are placed in patterns that belong to thengrar of English. The
second string is not so much ungrammatical aslydetking in grammar;
it is a random collection of words placed in randorder. Sentences are
not simply random words strung together

Word order is an essential feature of the granwhavery language.
The fact that English sentences can be of the ‘tiypei goes to school”
and not “School to Femi goes” reveals that wordmewvhen some can co-
occur habitually or collocate’ cannot be put togetim just any order. The
total meaning of a sentence may depend in partlgionpword order, as
in the English pair of sentences. “The dog killb@& snake” and “The
snake killed the dog.”



Different Approaches to Grammar

a. Traditional Grammar refers to the type of grammar before théd' 20
century. Based on Latin grammar, traditional gramweas conceived as a
universal standard for the study of other humamuages, for example
English. This approach to grammar has been ceticisy modern scholars
for various reasons will be examined later

b. Diachronic Grammar:- a record of statements on the historical
development of a language through a particularopedf time e.g. the
grammar of English written to cover a specific pdriof time, e.g. Old
English to Middle.

c. Synchronic Grammar:- contrasts with diachronic grammar. It
studies the structure of a language at a particodant. It is usually
descriptive.

d. Contrastive/Comparative Grammar:- makes systematic
comparisons and statements about the structusecodlifferent languages
in order to show the areas where the two structaresimilar and where
they are different.

e. Pedagogical Grammar usually written for the main purpose of
teaching language skills and usages that are cmesidelegant in that
language. Thus, pedagogical/teaching grammars esgreed purposely
for teaching or learning a language. Characteabyic pedagogical

grammars have lots of prescriptive statements alwbat should be used
and what should not.

g. . Universal Grammar

Another more recent type is universal grammamyblves investigations

which go beyond the study of individual languadesfocus is to attempt

to establish the universal characteristics thatndehuman language in

general. It studies the universal properties ofleyge and how these are
expressed in particular languages.



f. Descriptive Grammar

This is a modern linguistic approach concerned \lid description of
units of language structure and the rules whichestoow language
elements may or may not be combined. For the lagegysaholar, grammar
embraces morphology (word formation) and syntaxm{@oation of

structures larger than words, for example, phrases clauses) and the
rules underlying their constructions. The desorgptiapproach of the
modern linguist opposes the prescriptive emphasighe traditional

grammarian. This course is concerned with deseapgrammar which

embraces morphology and syntax.

What is Morphology?

Morphology is one of the dimensions of grammar endoncerned with
the formation of words and their structural projs:t There are two main
dimensions in the study of morphology: (a) infleatl morphology and
(b) derivational morphology (for further discussi@aee lectures 3, 4 and
5).

What is Syntax?

Syntax is the second dimension of grammar. Syatssyntactic analysis
is concerned with the study of the ways in whichrdgoare put together to
form sentences and the principles underlying th&kards are assembled
into phrases and phrases are put together to femersces. For example,
the noun phrases. “This shirt” and the verb phiaseery nice’ may be
put together to form the sentence. “This shirt@sy nice”. In syntax, the
component parts of a sentence are determined. Tienparts are
described grammatically. Syntax embraces the ®lated tasks of (a)
breaking down sentences into its constituents abyl gssigning
grammatical labels to each constituent. Statingtwjpe of constituent or
grammatical category it is and what grammaticatfiom it performs.

Grammatical Units

There are five grammatical units which are hiermadly organized as
follows:



Sentenc
Clause
Group
Word
Morphemev

D

The sentence is the highest category while the heong is the lowest or
smallest (for more discussion of these, go to hecR)

Post-Test
1. Explain the terms (i) morphology, syntax, grammad atructure?
2. In your own words, try to give some idea of wordarin English.

Summary
This introductory lecture provides the backgrouadhe basic concepts
for understanding word structure in a language.n@nar embrace
word structure (morphology) and sentence structysyntax).
Morphology is thus concerned with the formationvadrds and their
structural properties, while syntax deals with wWeey words and phrases
are joined together to form sentences. There igeenhajor units that
carry grammatical patterns. These are sentenagselphrase or grou
word and morpheme. These display a kind of arraegénthat is|
hierarchical.

L4
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LECTURE TWO

Grammatical Units and Systems

Introduction

The previous lecture introduced you to some basitwcepts and terms
relevant to this study. In this lecture, you wdaln about the arrangements
of elements of language into grammatical pattentsumits. Grammatical
units are sentence, clause, group, word and morphéfou are also
introduced to the systems underlying patterns an emammatical unit.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. recognise the nature of grammatical organisati@hi@ssystems;
2. identify and characterise each grammatical unignglish; and
3. explain the relationship between grammatical units.

Pre-Test

1. State whether each of the following expressimng& clause, a
phrase or a group

i. She danced.

ii. On the table

iii. If you are interested.

iv. Don't leave the room open.
2. What is the difference between a phrase anduseP
3. What is a sentence?



CONTENT
The term ‘Unit’
The category ‘unit’ accounts for stretches of laaggi of varying lengths

and composition which themselves carry grammatedterns or which
operate in a grammatical structure. The diagranovbedhows the five
grammatical units:
——— Sentence

_ Clause
Phrase or Group

—— Word

Morpheme

As units belonging to different ranks, a sentemes consist of one or
more than one clause, a clause may consist of onmooe than one
phrase, a phrase may consist of one or more thanmond, and a word
may consist of one or more than one morpheme. Mongs are the
minimal, indivisible units in grammar. Converselye may also say that
one or more than one morpheme may constitute a,wore or more than
one word may form a phrase, one or more than onasphmay form a
clause, and one or more than one clause may fa@ntance.

The Sentence
The sentence has been defined in different waghkjding the following:
I. Based on spoken substance (speech):-
'A sentence is as much of the uninterrupted utteraf a single
speaker’ ... (N. Francis, 1958)
ii. Based on graphic substance (writing):
A sentence means one of those portions of wordschwihire
divided from the rest by a single dot which is edlla period, or
full stop.



iii. Scientifically defined; -
'‘a sentence could be scientifically defined as atrgtch of
utterance between breath intakes ' (Whitehall, 1 %S6uctural
Essentials of English)

iv. Emphasis on grammatical independence;- .

'Each sentence is an independent linguistic foron,imcluded by
virtue of any grammatical construction in any lard@guistic
form’. ( Bloomfield, 1933 Language )

Of all these, Bloomfield's definition has beeneqted as the basis of
a scientific definition of a sentence.

The Clause

The 'Clause’ refers to a grammatically coherent that has a verb.
Clauses are grammatically either 'free' as in “Titen was arrested” or
'dependent’ as in “When he fell down” in “The maaswcaught when he
fell down.” Thus, this sentence is made of two sksl

The Group

The ‘group’ refers to a group of words that occsmalistinctive gramma-
tical slot in a linguistic structure. For instandee following sentence has
four groups, namely subject, verb, object and dulaér

| (subject) saw (verb) the pretty girl (objecEsyerday (adverbial).

The Word

The ‘word’ appears to be a universal concept. Spmaéf a language are
often able to identify what words are as they tendssociate a word with
a single piece of meaning. Although intuitively, atltonstitutes a word is
fairly obvious, an exact definition of ‘word’ hasqved difficult.

1. The Spoken word: The spoken word contrasts with the
orthographic word. Phonologically defined, a wasdchisegment of
speech which can be isolated for independencesimwn right
such that it carries the primary stress, and cateremto
syntagmatic or linear relationships with other suafts within the
syntactic framework of the language.

10



2. The Orthographic word; In English, each word iseter or a
group of letters of the alphabet written betwee twbligatory
spaces in the horizontal axis:

When/ the/ police/ men/ reached/ the/ station y/thm@errogated/ the/
suspect. /

A word can be defined from a variety of perspedivas a
phonological unit, as an irreducible terminal elemef syntactic
structure, morphological unit and as the basic el@nof the lexicon. A
word is recognised as the smallest unit that camdson its own. The best-
known definition of word was proposed by the Amarnclinguist
Bloomfield, who defined it as a minimal free forhrat can occur by itself.
Bloomfield’s definition of course works well for wten English where we
conventionally leave a space for either side of @dw The word by
Bloomfield (1933) is referred to as a minimal freem that can be
included in other non-minimal free forms.

The Morpheme

The morpheme (from morph, a Greek word meaninggshar “form”) is
the minimal unit of meaning. Words, sentences, awn entire
paragraphs can all be regarded as being built aléily out of morphemes.

“Minimal” means that an utterance cannot be digdideto other,
smaller meaningful units. Still another definitiohmorpheme is that it is
a sequence of sounds that has function in a waldtrlistfulness” has
four structural or functional parts: dis, trust],fand ness. All the four
parts of this word can function in other words sachdisprove trusty,
beautiful, and happiness. We should notice, toat, tiiese parts cannot be
broken into smaller meaningful units. Each segnbehdw is an instance
of the morpheme:

When/ the/ police/ men/ reach/ed/ the/ stationéythinterrogate/d/ the/
suspect/.

Grammatical System

The category “system” accounts for the range oficd® which are
available within a unit, and any given range ofgpole options is known

11



as a set of ‘terms’. Two important properties afyatem are that the list of
terms contained in it is finite and that the opsioare all mutually
exclusive, so that if a new term is added the nmepaf at least one of the
existing terms is affected. For example, the retetibetween the terms
from the system of mood (sentence types) may beuwets follows:

— declarative

—— indicative —

free clause I interrogative

—  imperative

—— major (+P)

free clause majority —

— minor (-P)

conditioning

bound clause functior——  adding
—  reported

12



— nominal

——  adjectival
group — 1 verbal

- adverbial
L prepositional

Now here are some of the systems which can beegpgiverbal groups:

Number can be defined as a system of special forms by twitids

denoted whether a referent is one (singular) orentban one (plural).
The distinction between singular and plurals in lishg nouns is
morphological. (See lecture four)

— Singular e.g. boy/lady

Number —

—  Plural e.g.boys/ladies

Personis a way of classifying referents in relation he speaker; it occurs
in various forms but the one found in English pram® is distinguished
between first person singular (speaker), secondsoper(person(s)
addressed) and third person (referent or persadkespaf)

— first e.g. | /we

Person — secoid you

L third e.g. he/she/they /it

Tense isa major grammatical system in English. In Engligference to
the time of action or event, which is, whether #ution or event being
described took place in the past, is taking placthe present or will take

13



place in the future, is made in the verb. Tens&nglish is marked by
morphological changes in the form of the verb. Madeénglish grammar
recognises two terms in the system of tense abeaeen in the following
diagram:

+ past e.g. He arrived yesterday

Tense

present He arrives today.

—— past_|

Future He will arrive tomorrow

Voice can be defined as any one of the forms by whichréteion of the
subject to the action is indicated. There are tearons in the system of
voice as seen below:

— active The chairman cancelled the trip

Voice—

passive The trip was cancelled by
the chairman

Aspectis any one of the several groups of forms in tgwgation of the
verb which serve to indicate the manner in which dlction denoted by
the verb is considered as been carried out. Sedidljeam below:

14



—— progressive. John is coming.

Aspect

L perfect John has come.

Summary

You have seen in this lecture that language haststre and system
These have been described and explained. You aréma position to
distinguish phrase, clause and sentence, and stensy in them.

UJ

Post-Test
1. Distinguish a phrase from a clause?
2. Distinguish between sentence and clause

References

Francis, W. N. (1958)The Structure of American EnglisNew
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London: The English University Press Ltd.

Strang, B. M. H. (1969)Modern English StructureLondon:
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LECTURE THREE

Words

Introduction

This lecture will, first of all, consider the preph of defining and
identifying words. Then, it will discuss how wordee classified into parts
of speech. Finally, you will learn about the chéeastics of the different
parts of speech/word classes.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. determine what a word is;
2. recognise different types of words in English; and
3. relate classes of words to their form and gramrakfisction.

Pre-Test
1. What is a word?
2. What are nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives?

3. Determine whether the second word in each of theviong
phrases is an adjective or not:

(a) ashoe box (b) a listening exercise

4. “We can say a round table” and “He rounded off kbeture.”
What is the part of speech of “round” and “rounded?

16



CONTENT
The Word

As noted earlier, the word has been .one of thet miffscult units to
define in modern linguistic terms. This is paitgcause of-the difficulty
of capturing the distinctive features of both thlsen and the written
word in one definition.

Major Word Classes

What evidence is there that words belong to vargaiegories of different
types like Noun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, Prepasiti Modal,

Determiner, and so forth? As we shall see, evidenceupport of this
assumption comes from a wide range of sources.

Traditional approach

Notions inherited or borrowed from Latin were apgdlito the English
language; hence English language was cast in #ssichl mould of Latin
grammar. This is seen in the definition of all fhaats of speech and the
grammatical categories of English. The use ofnidns which were
usually, notional or subjective, in character was of the most common
methods of traditional grammar. Some of these d&firs, however,
anticipate modern definitions. For example, a sm#eas defined as an
assemblage of words, expressed in proper form,aarsthged in proper
order, and concurring to makemplete senseThis idea still persists
today but the problem is what exactly iscamplete sense? a word,
phrase or sentence can be. Now, consider theafioigpdefinitions of the
parts of speech.

1. Verbs denote actions (go, destroy, buy, eat, lat®,

2. Nouns denote entities, referring to persons, objectthings (e.g.
cars, cat, mountain, Obasanjo, Abuja etc.

3. Adjectives denote states (happy, rich etc).

4. Adverbs denote the manner in which something ised@adly,
slowly, painfully, cyclically, etc).

5. Prepositions denote location (under, over, insalgside, in, on,
etc).

17



6. Determiners serve to specify (e.g., the, a, amabke book. This
specifies which book).

These definitions are not particularly reliablecdigse they are
notionally based. The word “assassination” dena@esaction but is a
noun, not a verb. “lliness”, denotes a state batinsun not an adjective

Modern Definitions: Word Classes.

Parts of speech or word classes in modern gramneardantified and
characterised by the following features:

1. specific morphological markers;

2. the grammatical categories inherent in words;
3. syntactic functions; and

4. specific meaning.

Let us illustrate these features with the classwafins in English.
English nouns display some of these features.

Characteristics of Nouns

a. Nouns are words that are used to make refetenersons, places
animals, objects, ideas etc.

b. Only nouns can take determiners such as d&her ‘an’ as in ‘a
house’, ‘the child’

c. Nouns are changed into the plural forms bysihgle addition of
plural markers ‘-s’, -es’, ‘-ies’. Examples areoyo(singular), boys
(plural). Certain nouns can still be pluralisedotigh other means
by changing the internal vowel as in: “foot” — “feeThere are
some nouns with no change in form e.g “sheep” eégh

d.  Only nouns indicate their possessive formsdknty apostrophe
() plus‘'s’ e.g Ordinary form Possessive form

Doctor Doctor’s

e. Nouns can be formed through the addition of tager
morphological markers called derivational suffixésion; -ion; -
or; -ness; -hood; -(i)an; -ity; -ment; -ist; -atjon

18



f.  Nouns can be modified by adjectives in Englisbr instance, we
can have:

The beautiful young girl (here, ‘beautiful’ and yog modify the
noun ‘girl’)

g. The first letter of a proper noun must be writin capital wherever
the noun occurs in the sentence, e.g. | went tdlse@resident of
Nigeria.

In a similar way, other word classes like pronqwesbs, adjectives,
adverbs and prepositions can be characterisedrmafomorphological
and syntactic terms. Words are classified into wabadses partly on
account of their syntactic behaviour and partlyttmbasis of their
morphological form. That is, words from the samedwdlass are likely to
fit into the same slot in a sentence, and to Hegteéd in similar ways.

Simple and compound words

On the basis of morphemic structure, we can diwidals into simple and
compound wordsSimple words are the lexical units which contain only
one base. The simplest consist of nothing but glesifree base with
possible inflectional variants. Any free base, ¢fere, can be a simple
word. Simple words can also have a complex straatansisting of a base
and one more derivational suffix. Examples of thase “friendly and
“unkind” Compound words are lexical units that have more than one
base, with or without derivational affixes, and attgrn of arrangement
which is not a normal syntactic construction. Tifeecence may lie in the
way the bases or simple words which are the pdrthkeocompound are
stressed. Iblackboard the stronger stress is on the noun head, bsak
board Thereforeblackboardis a compound word whilelack boardis a
construction of two simple words.

Open (content) words versus closed (function) words

The open word classes often referred to as comterds comprise lexical
items with definite dictionary meaning. In dealwgh open word classes,
the dictionary provides clear definitions e.g. maa male adult. On the
other hand, the close word classes comprise mafahction or

grammatical words, for example, the, at, etc. étason, such words have
no clear meaning until they are used to show thetioaship between

19



other words in utterances. An important distinctbeween the open and
close word classes is that the latter have far femembers

Summary

Scholars see a word as a minimal free form thatamour by itself.
Different criteria are used to identify words. Pbtogically, words car
carry stress and tone and different syllables ffemint languages fo
contrasts. Words are identified according to tlsgintactic behaviou
and morphological form or shape. There are wordsdan carry certai
grammatical endings i.e. inflections. For examplerbs in English
carry inflection endings for specific grammaticahtions such as past,
present and continuous tenses

- T =

Post-Test

1. In your own words, write clear definitions of nourajectives,
adverbs based on their position and form

2. What are the differences between function words lardal or
content words?
3. ldentify function words in the following:

a. Before you leave the room, you should switch dfbéathe
electrical appliances, and close all the windowd tiie main
door.
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LECTURE FOUR

Introducing Morphology (Morphemes)

Introduction

In this lecture, you will be introduced to an imfamt concept for
analysing and describing the internal structure vadrds, that is,
MORPHEME.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. recognize different word elements known as morplseme
2. identify different types of morphemes;
3. recognise elements such as roots, stems and afirds
4. analyse the internal structure of words.

Pre-Test
1. How many word elements can you recognise in tHeviahg:
processor, procession, objection, impression.
2. Give three different ways in which the term ‘wordight be used.

3. What is the difference between a phonological @kep word and
a written word?

CONTENT
Segmentability of Words

Any word that has more than one morpheme has its ocwnstituents
linked in a linear relationship. There are thregety of linear ordering of
segments.
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a. Transparent Cases:- In this type, words cani\bded neatly into
its composite morphemes i.e. the components arar abeg.
respectable from respect -able , adapt/ablejtdable, establish
/ment.

b. Non-transparent cases involving words that cateosegmented
clearly, eg.
retention from retain and tion
detention from detain and tion
redemption from redeem and tion

c. Opaque cases:- these involve words which hawe different
forms that are semantically related, eg.

man vS men
go vs went
child vs children

These involve the singular and plural morphemes #ed past tense
morpheme. Such words are classified as havingufae forms.

Roots and Affixes

The core of a word is called its root, for examghee root in the word
‘combination ‘is the verb ‘combine’. Affixes refén certain word parts or
forms which are added at the beginning or end odod word. Affixes
which appear before roots are called prefixes aode which occur after
root words are called suffixes.

Morpheme

The morpheme is the minimal linguistic element tisaneaningful. It is

also significant for grammar. As a minimal elememtnorpheme cannot
be further divided into smaller grammatical compusge.g. goat is one
grammatical unit while goats have two elements.oats” is made up of
the base 'goat’ and the signal for plural represstby ‘—s’.

All languages have morphemes. The minimal meaalrggund unit
is called a morph, and the study of morphs is dath@rphology. A word
may be one morph, like the word ‘boy’ for instandeword may contain
two or more morphs, as in the word ‘boys’ or therdvombalance’. The
morphs may be isolated and the groups of the maraysbe classified. In
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other words, words are formed of single morphs mugs of morphs
combined according to patterns.

Morph and Allomorph

Morph is the actual form used to realize morphenidsus, the form ‘cat’

is a single morph realizing a lexical morpheme.e Térm ‘cats’ consists
of two morphs, realizing a lexical morpheme andirdtectional plural

morpheme's’. Just as there are ‘allophones’ ofastiqular phoneme
(minimal sound segment), we can recognize allon®rmpha particular
morpheme. . Morphemes have variants and thesentsmriare called
allomorphs. An allomorph on the other hand is a lenof a family of a
morph. As we have already pointed out a morphengerealized morph,
SO we can also say that an allomorph is a membex tdmily of a

morpheme. The term allomorph derives from the faat in English, for

example, certain morphemes change their nature fmme word

environment to another. For instance's’ as we hstvewn above, is a
plural morpheme.

The Plural Morpheme
Here are two lists of words in English:

Cat /keet/ cats / keets/

Top / top/ tops/ tops/
Month/moune/ months/ sanes /
Book /buk/ books /buks/

The plural morpheme’s’ can be attached to a nundjfetexical
morphemes to produce structures like’ cat + platadibove. Since a
morph is one occurrence of a minimal meaningfulhsbcombination, we
know that each word in the first list is a morphll Ahe possible
occurrences of a morph that carry the same meamdagre formed by the
same sounds can be grouped together into a categlbegd an allomorph.
Now, the actual forms of the morphs which resutinfr the plural
morpheme’s’ turn out to be different. Yet they atkeallomorphs of one
morpheme. One allomorph of ‘plural’ is a zero-marg@ts in ‘sheep’”
‘sheep + @ allomorph. Other examples are deer/darniture/furniture
etc. The so-called ‘irregular’ forms of pluralsEmglish are described as
having individual morphological realization rule¥hus, ‘man + plural’ is
analysed as ‘men’.
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Phonological Conditioning

The plural morpheme in English changes its natwpedding on the
environment (technically called phonological enwim@ent) in which it
occurs. The plural‘'s’ can be:

/s/ as in cats;
/z] as in boys;
fiz/ as in buses.

The difference in sound formation in the threeralbrphs of the
plural morphemes can be accounted for and predictEde's’
pronunciation of the plural suffix occurs after theiceless consonants
sounds /p/, /t/, /f/ andb//; that is, after all voiceless sounds except/tfs/,

and / d/. The /z/ pronunciation occurs after all vowelsds (all of which
are voiced) and after /b/, /d/, Igl, Ivl, 18]Ikl Inl, Iy [, and /r/; in other
words, after all VOICED sounds except /z/. The pidnunciation (which
is an extra syllable) occurs after the sibilants /8, / ts /, and after the

affricates / k / and / d/. The pronunciation of the plural morph is
CONDITIONED by the sound that immediately precediesWe can
predict, then, that the regular plural morphemd wadlcur as /s/ after all
UNVOICED consonants except the sibilants and &ifes, as /z/ after all
vowels and all VOICED consonants except the sitdlaand affricates,
and /iz/ (an EXTRA SYLLABLE) after the sibilants éaffricates.

Note that allomorphs relate to the phonologicalpeass of
grammatical analysis. In line with phonologicabhgtice therefore, the
various allomorphs which are phonologically coratied are enclosed in
slanting lines.

The Possessive Morpheme

The practice whereby the morpheme’'s’ is addedwo in English goes
beyond the issue of plural formation in nounsnéludes the formation of
possessives such as: boy- boy’s (singular): bdays/s’ bags (plural)

The ‘s’ that forms the possessive of nouns in EBhgfollows the same
pattern of phonological conditioning that we hagersin the regular form
of the plural morpheme. Example:
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Is/ I1z] liz/
Pat’s /paets/ Henry's/henriz/ Alice’s /aelisiz/
Philip’s /filaps/ Fred’s /fredz/ Roseskial
The third-person-singular present-tense morpheme

In the present tense of the verb, the s-endingdbeurs in the third-
person-singular form of the verb also follows thams pattern of
phonological conditioning. Example:

s/ [z/ fiz/
He eats /i:ts/ he sees /si:z/ he dresses /dresiz/
He laughs /laefs/ he pulls /pulz/ he dozes Zawu

At least four options can readily be found for ttem word elements.
These options are word constituents, word segmerts] structure and
word parts. The technical term that covers thesetBrms is morphology-
the study of word structure and the principles amiés which govern
morphological processes in natural languages. Tdenstand word
elements in English, we need to understand thrgadtens which feature
in morphology: morpheme, morph and allomorpA. morpheme is
generally described as the smallest meaningful whitgrammatical
analysis. It sometimes coincides with the termdMout at other times it
remains as the item next below in rank. A morplhe exponent of a
morpheme. It relates to a morpheme in that itnisabstraction while a
morpheme itself is its realization — its significa. When a word is at a
point in which it cannot be further broken downoinparts without
destroying its essence, then that word can alssalieto be a morpheme.
The most important thing to be noted with word edeis therefore is
meaning or essence: word elements are meaningfisl phwords. If we
take the words boys and books, we see that we méneach into two
meaningful parts:

boy -s;
book -s.

The word boy has meaning in English — a male youstihhas meaning
in English — the indicator of plurality here. Tierd book has meaning in
English — a source through which we can derive Kedge: - s has
meaning in English- the indicator of plurality herEach of the elements:
boy and —s: book and —s is a morph having the exgsr{(or morphemes):
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(boy) and (s);
(book) and (s).

In line with the usual practice in morphology therphemes are
enclosed as above, in braces ( ).

Summary
Morphology is the study of word structure and thies which govern
the ways words are used. The term morpheme refethet smallest
meaningful unit in grammar. Morphemes cannot beédeiy into other
smaller meaningful units. Morphemes are basicailyddd into two;
free and bound. Affixes are either added to theinpégg of a word
(prefix) or at the ending of a word (suffixIhe plural morpheme i
English changes its nature depending on the enwiean (technically
called phonological environment) in which it occurs

=)

Post-Test
1. What is a morpheme?
2. Explain and illustrate the phenomenon of phonolagic
conditioning?
3. Distinguish between morpheme, morph and allomorph?
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LECTURE FIVE

Inflectional Morphology

Introduction

In the last lecture, you were introduced to morphggl (morpheme) and
some principles underlying word structure. Manydgoin English can be
segmented into recognisable units, which can perfodifferent
grammatical functions. In this lecture, you wilate one important unit of
word structure called INFLECTIONAL SUFFIX and itsagnmatical
functions.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. analyze units or morphemes making up a particu@adwand
2. explain the grammatical function of inflectionaffsxes

Pre-Test
1. Give the usual plurals for the following nouns:
Brother, sheep, cat, crisis, roof, man, childuf®

2. Give the usual past tense and past participtettfe following
verbs: look, help, teach, put, sing and broadcast.

CONTENT
Paradigmatic Relations

A paradigm is 'the system of morphemic variatiorfscl is correlated
with a parallel system of variations in the envimemt '_ (Francis
1958:187). Essentially, a paradigm is a sort bletaf related words from
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which a choice may be made in accordance with thghological rules
of the language. Egs. Paradigms of verbal forms

Present progressive past Past Participle
talk talking talked talked
work working worked worked
take taking took taken
drive driving drove driven

What is Inflection?

Inflection can be defined as a change made in ¢ fof a word to
express a relation to other words in a sentenciections are those forms
which are added to such words as nouns, verbs;tadis, to influence the
grammatical function of the resultant word form. heT concept of
inflection is concerned with the aspects of word&ure that relate to the
grammatical system of English.

Inflectional suffixes

In the last lecture, we examined the plural morphethe possessive
morpheme and the third-person-present tense momhéirese are all
inflectional suffixes. They carry grammatical mesnibut do not change
or affect the part of speech of the word to whitieyt are joined.
Inflectional suffixes always come at the end of wwd; no other suffixes
can be added after them.

Inflectional suffixes and the English Verb

Verbs in English can be recognised by the fact they have up to five
distinct forms. They have an uninflected base foamd may take as
many as four different inflections (the presentstes, past tense —d,
participle —n, and gerund-ing inflections), as sthated in the Table of
Verb Forms (13) below:
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(13) Base Participle past Present  Gerund

hew hewn hewed hews hewing
mow mown mowed mows mowing
prove proven proved proves proving
sew sewn sewed sews sewing
shave shaven shaved shaves havirgy
show shown showed shows shgwi
strew strewn strewed strews  trevéing

Like most morphological criteria, however, thiseds complicated by
the irregularity of English inflectional morphologfor example, many
Verbs have irregular PAST OR PARTICIPLE forms, andsome cases
either or both of these forms may not in fact bgtidct from the base
form, so that a single form may serve two or tHreetions.

The picture becomes even more complicated if Wwe tato account
the Verb be, which has eight distinct forms! Iotfahe most regular Verb
inflection in English is the-ing inflection, whicban be attached to the
base form of almost any Verb in English to formeaugd.

Verbal Inflections of Tense are found in the following examples: cbme
comes, talk/ talks/talked. (for more details, seecture Six on the
morphology of English verbs)

Inflection: Adjectives

Adjectives can be defined as words that descridamirthe meanings of
nouns that they go with. Some English Adjectiveketanflectional
suffixes to express comparison; these suffixes -are and -est for
‘comparative’ and 'superlative’ degrees, respdgtivaljectives usually
precede the nouns they modify. Adjectives takeentibn (-er. est) to
express '‘comparative’ and 'superlative’ degrees.
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For example:

Base/Root = Comparatives(er) Superlativésst)
small smaller smallest
tall taller tallest
weak weaker weakest

Some inflected adjectives undergo changes in peillings. Some take
double consonants before the suffixes '-er ant! ‘ies

big bigger biggest
hot hotter hottest

Some adjectives are inflected by changing thergidonsonant -y’
to ‘i’ before adding "-er' and '-est' suffixes.

happy happier happiest
angry angrier angriest
It is necessary to explain the meaning of ‘eraasomparative form

meaning "more than" from its other uses. For thede@dVionger', ‘wider’,
‘broader’, it has the meaning of being 'more thRaot the form 'er' in
'lodger' and ‘'longer are not the same morpheme thagh they have
identical form. It is to be noted that while -gr'the former case (lodger)
is used usually with verbs to signify agent or ddbke -er' in the latter
(longer) is added to adjectives (especially adyestiof length, si/.e and
quality) to denote "more than". Thus we have: shwll big+ger.
smart+er. handsome-+er.

An easy way of identifying these morpheme typewisonsider the
word classes into which the base of such word-fobmeng, whether
adjective or verb. There arc English adjectives ciwvhdo not take
inflectional suffixes, but instead, go with the quamative and superlative
forms 'more’ and 'most'.

difficult more difficult nsd difficult
splendid more splendid most splendid

Yet English has a limited number of adjectives \mhiake irregular
forms

little less least
good Dbetter best
bad worse worst
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Summary

The term inflection refers to the change made enfdrm of a word tg
express its relation to other words in a senteB8oeh forms are added
to word classes like nouns, verbs and adjectiveffedtions indicate
number and possession in nouns, and tense andtaspeerbs. In
speech, the plural morpheme has three varianig-26and /-iz/.

Post-Test

1. Affixes tend to restrict words to particular grantioal functions.
Discuss and illustrate.

2. What are the functional morphemes in the follonsegtence
The old men sat on the benches.
3. What are the inflectional morphemes in the follogvgtructures
The teacher’s books
It's raining
He jumped over the wall

4. What would you consider as allomorph of the pheme “plural”
from the set of English words below?

Bags, oxen, deer, sheep, curricula
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LECTURE SIX

The Morphology of English Verbs

Introduction

Inflection plays an important role in the morphotagf English words. In

the case of the verb in particular, it relates éase and time. In this
lecture, you will learn more about the morpholodytlee English verbs

and how inflectional suffixes help to realize sgchmmatical functions as
tense and aspect.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. demonstrate the grammatical functions of infleclosuffixes in
English verbs; and

2. determine whether a verb is expressing past timst, participle or
progression.

Pre-Test
1. What is inflectional suffix?
2. What is tense?
3.- What is the relation between tense and time?

CONTENT

You will remember that certain types of inflectighe. grammatical
ending) are attached only to specific categori€®r example, verbs in
English can be recognised by the fact that theye hgv to five distinct
forms: an uninflected base form and four differafiections (the present
tense-s, past tense —d, participle —n, and -irlgatibns).
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Inflection: Verbs (Tense and Person)

English verbs take inflections to reflect certairagmatical functions
(such as tense and person). The grammatical systéemse is based on
the verb and verbal inflections. English verbsnfothe past tense by
adding the form /t/ /d/ or /id/ according to thedi sound of the verb. In
writing, the past tense morpheme is written as- (kEmhk/looked laugh/

laughed, etc.) The principle of phonological cdioting we have just
considered in the discussion of the morphemic sirawf plural nouns in
English also applies to English lexical verbs. IBotgular and irregular
verbs in English take the past tense morphemegenrias *-ed’. In

speech, however, the (—'ed’) being phonologicatinditioned, has three
realizations as /d/ /t/ /id/:

look look(ed) realized as /t/
pack pack(ed) realized as /t/
add add(ed) realized as (id)
pad padd(ed) realized as (id)
pat patt(ed) realized as (id)

As with the plurals of nouns, English has a smalnber of verbs
with irregular past tense formation: cut/cut, slekgpt, creep/crept, etc. in
addition to the past tense, English verbs havera falled the parexpress
plurality as in the case of nouns, the inflectiosaffix *-s’ is added to
verbs when they are preceded by a singular noujedule.g. He reads;
He goes.

The Past Tense Morpheme

A similar pattern of phonological conditioning ise in the pronunciation
of the regular past-tense ending of the verb. (flegular formation of
the past tense and the past participle compose rabmyorphs of the
past-tense and past-participle morphemes.)

Let us look at regular formation of the past terjsethe regular verb,
the same sounds are used for making the past aenistne past participle,
and the same phonological patterns can be seenewowthe past-tense
marker and the past-participle marker are membérswo different
morphemes because their meanings are differenamnpbes are:
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miss /mis/ missed /mist/
laugh /laef/ laughed /laeft/

The past-tense morpheme in the verbs above is pnoed /t/. The /t/,
then, is one allomorph of the past-tense morphé&mether allomorph of
the past-tense morpheme is /d/:

Brag /braed/ bragged /bragd/
love Av/ loved|Avd/

The third allomorph that we shall examine is /idhich is an EXTRA
SYLLABLE). This occurs after the sounds /t/ and /d/

Need /ni:d/ needed /ni:did/
Demand /dimaend/ demanded/dimaendid/

The /t/ allomorph of the past-tense morpheme acaiter all
UNVOICED consonants except /t/; the /d/ allomorptcws after all
vowels and all VOICED consonants except /d/; tdé dllomorph occurs
only after the sounds /t/ and /d/.

Third Person Singular and Present Participle

Like nouns, verbs have a number of formal featutes is the form that
occurs after singular noun subjects, likgpoes, thinks, imagines,
emancipatesThese are usually called “third person singulamfg” but
this term, besides being rather jargonish, is sama¢wmisleading. English
words do not express singular and plural; we dohaste one form that
means “imagine once” and another which means “inegeveral times.”
We have just a fornimaginesoccurring after subjects likee, Sam, the
manand a formimagineoccurring afted, you, they, Sam and Emily, the
men.

Phonemically, this form is constructed just likes tregular plural of
nouns. We add /s/ when the base form ends int/P/f/l stops /staps/,
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hates /heyts/, kicks /kiks/, laughs /laefs/; we Adldafter /s/, /z/,[1 1!, I/,

and /d/: misses /misiz/, supposesgewziz/,

Apart from the verlbe which is altogether special, there are only
three verbs which make this form irregularly. Thesehas-have haez-
haev /,do-does /dudsz/, andsay-says/sei-seiz/. If these were regular,
they would be /haevz/, /duwz/, and /seiz/.

The Past Tense Past Participle

A third feature is the past tense. As with plurblnouns, we have one
large regular formation and a number of small uteg ones. Regular
verbs form the past tense by adding /t/, /d/, @k &ccording to the final
sound of the simple verb. If the simple form enu#/, /k/, /f/, Is/, IS/, or
Its/ we add/t/:stopped /st'apt/, talked /t'alkt/, laughed /lagfthissed
/mist/, smashed /smaest/, hatched /haelfsthe single ones end in /t/ or
/d/, we add /id/: hated /heitid/, ended /endid/, emancipated
/lomaenspeitid/. If it ends in anything else, we add /deamed /kli:nd/,
watered /wtoed/, bagged /baegd/, snubbedksi, snowed /snowd/, dried
/drald/.

Agreement between Subject and Verb

The phenomenon of agreement in English grammareptgsserious
difficulties to learners. The term agreement isduse refer to the
relationship between the inflectional forms of difint elements within a
sentence. For instance, verbs agree with theirestgjin nhumber and
person by means of the inflectional suffix'-s'.iAgallar subject requires a
singular form of the verb: (e.g. He goes) and agblaubject requires a
plural form of the verb (They go). Errors of agresrhare not only found
among primary school leavers; even advanced learmer tertiary
institutions are not free from such errors. Erioragreement occur when
the relationship between subject and verb or aqumorand its antecedent,
is violated. Learners encounter difficulties in tbowing cases:

a. Singular subject followed by a plural modifiekes a singular
verb, e.g.. The cause of the riots is yet to besmno

b. Compound subjects take plural verbs withouarégo the number
of their individual members, e.g.

i. The woman and her child are waiting,
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ii. The woman and her children are waiting.

c. When one subject is singular and the othedusap the simplest
solution is to let the verb agree with the oneetds it, e.g.

i Neither the leaders nor the opportunity was add,

il Neither the opportunity nor the leaders wavailable.
Collective nouns: collective nouns designate a group of entitiepemple,
e.g. team, crowd. In their singular forms they liguake singular verbs
and are referred to by singular pronouns, provitiedgroup is considered
as a unit. But if the group is regarded as a nurobardividuals then the
verb and the pronoun should be plural.

i. The team is leaving tomorrow.
ii. The team are dressing for the game.
iii. The team is leaving tomorrow. It will arrive at 8p

iv. The team are dressing for the game. They will béherfield by 9
p.m.

Summary

In the lecture you have seen ttae of inflection in the way Englis
verbs relate to the grammatical function of tensee and aspect. The
range of inflections permissible in the morphologfy specific verbs
categories in English is identified. Clearly, itseown that inflections
perform important grammatical functions in the o$eerbs in English
(e.g. agreement or concord, tense and aspect )

=

U7

Post-Test
i. How will you distinguish between regular and irrigwerbs
ii. What is tense?
iii. What is aspect?
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LECTURE SEVEN

Derivational Morphology

Introduction

In the last lecture, we considered inflectional piariogy with particular
reference to the English verb. In this lecture, yall learn more about
word structure, in particular, how new words areivee from existing
ones by means of DERIVATIONAL MORPHEMES.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identify different types of derivational morphemesd their
meanings;
2. analyse the structure of derived words like noweghs, adjectives
etc; and
3. form new words from existing words in English.

Pre-Test
How many morphemes can you identify in each offtiflewing:

remember, comprehensibility, encouragement, defatien, Post-
structuralism, de-colonization, and irredentism.

CONTENT
What is Derivation?

In examining the structure of lexical words in Hslg] we use the term
derivation. Derivation is concerned with the pracby which new words
are formed from other words. The process involves dttachment of a
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derivational affix (prefix and suffix) to a free mpthheme. There arc two
main classes of derivation: (a) a class-changimiyakeon and (b) a class-
maintaining derivation. A class-changing derivatisrnthe one in which

the word class for the resultant or derived word tiaanged. Nouns may
be derived from verbs by the addition of a derwaail suffix, e.g. -'age or
‘-ance' as in breakage (noun) and conveyance (nblanns’ may also be
derived from other nouns.

nation (concrete noun) - nationhood (abstract noun)
mother (concrete noun) -motherhood (abstract
noun) man (concrete noun) -manhood (abstract
noun)

Adjectives may be derived from nouns by addingvad¢ional suffixes

like -ful. -less. -y. -like. - ish. -ly. -able argb on as in these examples:
hopeful, childless, boldly, childlike, hairy, fosh, tolerable, friendly and
so on. A derived word may become the base of analérvation: friend
(noun) - friendly (adjective) - friendliness (nourgod (noun) - godly
(adjective) - godliness (noun).
In examining the structure of lexical words in Hsl] we use the term
derivation. Derivation is concerned with the pracbyg which new words
are formed from other words. The process involves dttachment of a
derivational affix (prefix and suffix) to a free mpheme.

A derivational suffix is a morpheme that usually changes the word class
of the word to which it is added. In other wordke taddition of a
derivational morpheme to a word results in a deriwerd, which usually
belongs to another word class.

Other examples are
a. -ly added to quickecomes quickly
Word class adjective becomes adverb
b. —ion added to educab®comes education
Word class verb becomes noun
c. —ative added to inforrhecomes informative
Word class verb to adjective.
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It is possible to have more than one derivationsfixs in a word.
Example:

nature -al -ize -ation. (root + three der. Morpies)

private -ize -ation (root + two der. Mbgmes)
educate -ion -ial -ist (root + three der. Morphes)
respect -abl -ity (root + two  der. Mdrpmes)

There is also a class-maintaining derivation. lis #tase the class of a
word does not change after derivation. Examples‘another” (concrete
noun) becomes “motherhood” (abstract noun) with dlddition of the
derivational suffix “hood”.

Types of derivational morphemes

English words can be classified into two morphatagtypes:
1. Base words: for exampigture,private,educate
2. Derived words: (a) one root + bound morpheme(s)

A base word is one that has only one root andduttianal free or
bound morpheme; a derived word is one that conefstd least one root
and a number of bound or free morphemes.

Derived verbs
The following are the main morphological markerslefived verbs:
1. -ate:this suffix is used to form derived verbs fromeatain
number of nouns — for examp#alivatefrom saliva.

2. ise /-ize: suffix used to derive verbs from certain nouns and
adjectives — for example, natidiza, mobillize from national and
mobile.

3. -fy: suffix used to form verbs from certain nouns adgectives —
for examplepeautifyfrom beautyandfalsify from false.

4. -en: used to form derived verbs from adjectives — frarsple,
brightenfrom bright.

5. en, em:used to form verbs from certain nouns, verbs and
adjectives — for examplenslave, enclose, embitter.
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Derived nouns
1. Nouns formed from verbs:
-age,as instorage
-ance,as in disturance
-er/ -or/ -ar, as inteacher, sailor, liar
-ment,as in commandent
-ster,as intrickster
-tion, as inconsumption, construction
-ing, as indancing(is easy).

2. Nouns derived from adjectives:
-ce,as inabundance, innocence
-Cy, as inconsistency
-ity, as infeasibility, depravity
-nessas inhappiness
-ster, as inyoungster
-hood,as infalsehood, manhood

3. Nouns derived from other nouns
-cy, as inadvocacy
-dom,as inkingdom
-er,as inliner
-essas inhostess
-hood,as infatherhood
-ian, as inlibrarian, technician
-ism,as ingangsterism
-ist, as in chenst
-ship,as inleadership
-steras inganster

4. Diminutives - a number of bound morphemes aredus show
diminutive forms in English. Some of them are:
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let, as inbooklet

-ockas inhillock

-lingas induckling

-etteas incigarette(= a small cigar)

Derived adjectives

1. Adjectives formed from nouns:
-y,as infrosty, healthy
-al,as in intational
-ful,as inhopeful
-lessas insenseless
-ary, as inlegendary
-ic,as in demociic
-ishas inchildish
-enas inwollen
-edas inragged

-ly,as infriendly, brotherly, orderly -which are adjectives and not
adverbs, in spite of thdy termination

Derived adverbs
1. Adverbs derived from adjectives:

-ly as inquickly, beautifully this suffix forms the largest number of
adverbs in the English language.

2. Adverbs formed from certain nouns, verbs anecies with the
prefix a-, as inahead, adrift, aloud.

3. Adverbs from certain nouns:
with-wise,as inlengthwise
with-ward as inbackwards.

4. Adverbs formed from certain determiners, asewerywhere,
anywhere, etctfat is determiner +where —for example some +
where).
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Summary
The lecture deals with the use of derivational rherpes in the
formation of words in English. Derivational affix¢suffix and prefix)
are used in the process. Derivational process eam dlass-changing or
class-maintaining one. When the addition of anxatifi the root worg
changes the word class of a word, it is called ravdonal morpheme,
Four main morphological possibilities are discussktese are derived
verbs, derived nouns, derived adjectives and derigdverbs. The
derivational affixes are attached to free morphefoesew words to bée

derived.
Post-Test
1. Distinguish between inflection and derivation?
2. List four derivational suffixes which form noun®in adjectives
3. List four derivational suffixes which form adjeatis from nouns.
4. Analyse the following words into their constituenbrphemes and
classify each morpheme as: base, prefix, or suffnfriendly,
hopelessly, unimaginativeness, immovable, rechkassdtification.
5. Break each of the following words into their ngmnent
morphemes and explain how they are derivedelessness,
accomplishment, =~ masterminds, rootlessness, unhsrsa
antidemocratic, disenchantment and multifariousness
Reference

Tomori, S:H.O. (1977)The Morphology and Syntax of Present-

day English: An Introductian_ondon: Heinemann.
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LECTURE EIGHT

Vocabulary and Word Formation Processes

(1)

Introduction

In the last lecture, you learned how words may &evdd from existing
words in a language. You will now learn some otkerds of word
formation processes in this lecture and the negt dfou will learn some
regular word formation processes and the techiécads used to describe
those processes.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. identify word formation processes currently in us&nglish;

2. explain the various processes through which newds/eome into
existence in a language; and

3. analyse the structure of new coinages in English.

Pre-Test
1. Define the term “derivation”.
2. Why do you think new words are needed in a langRage

CONTENT

In view of the constant evolution of new terms f@mw experiences and
new uses of old words, a language is shaped byedbds of its users. Let
us consider the ways in which new words come intstence in a
language.
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Borrowing

One of the most common sources of new words inigmgs the process
simply labelledborrowing, that is, the taking over of words from other
languages. Throughout its history, the Englishgleage has adopted a
vast number of loan-words from other languages. Hinglish vocabulary
contains a high percentage of borrowed words froemé¢h, Latin, Greek
and other languages.

Examples of words that came into English froatin roots are:
Actus(do, drive): act, agent, agile, transact
Audire, auditughear): audible, audience, auditory, audit, auditar
Omitscribere Scriptuéwrite): transcribe, inscribe, subscription, sctéyb

Scibevocare Vocatus(call): vocal, convocation, revoke, provoke,
vocation;

Logui Locutus (speak): soliloquy, loquacious, etamy colloquy,
eloquent;

Examples fronGreek roots are:

Auto(self): autobiography, autointoxication, autohygaps

Bio (life): biology, biogenesis, biolysis;

Hyper (over, too much): hypersensitive, hyperacidity, érgmia,;
Micro (small): microbiology, microcosm, microphone;
Tetra(four): tetragram, tetrameter, tetratomic;

Examples from other languages including alcohotaffc); boss
(Dutch); croissant, restaurant, chagrin and bonboifkrench), lilac
(Persian), Piano (Italian), Pretzel (German), rolf@zech). Tycoon
(Japanese), yogurt (Turkish) and zebra (Bantu).

Other languages, of course, borrow terms from iBhgl The
following examples have been identified in Enghgbrds that have come
into Yoruba.

Boksa, kondokto, ripiara, 1ébira (boxer, conductor, repairer, latsy)
Yoruba versions of the following are also derivadisherman, plumber,
lawyer, learner, vulcanizer, rewirer, magician, folgoapher, driver,
carpenter, mistress, teacher, bricklayer, masdor,taurveyor, signaller,
cashier, barber, panel-beater, governor, painter.
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Coinage

One of the least common processes of word-formaimorEnglish is
coinage,that is, the invention of totally new terms. Oan¢iful creation
of some would be one example. Words like aspind aylon, originally
invented trade names, are others. Familiar reerainples are kleenex
and xerox, which also began as invented trade naareb which have
quickly become everyday words in the language.

Loan Translation (Calque)

A special type of borrowing is describedlaan translation, or calque.
Calque is a type of word formation whereby the rherpic constituents
of the borrowed words or phrases are translatedVTiy item into
equivalent morphemes in the new languade. this process, there is a
direct translation of the elements of a word irtte borrowing language.
An interesting example is the French term un greigeé which literally
translates as a scrape-sky’, and is used for vimdEnglish, is normally
referred to as a skyscraper. Other examples pakger politics from
GermanMachtpolitik and supermanfrom UbermenschNowadays, some
Spanish speakers eat perror calientes (literathgsdchot’), or hot dogs.

Summary

In this lecture, a recap of the previous lecture voord formation
processes is first given. It then looks at otherdMormation processes
such as coinage and borrowing with illustrativeragkes. You are made
to know the different coinages atitkir processes. Based on that, you
should be able to analyse the structures of nemageis in English.

Post-Test

1. In your own words give a clear definition of thelldaving:
Borrowing, blend, clipping and compounding.

2. Give two instances of the following in English: goounding,
blends, and borrowing.

3. Can you find out, by consulting a dictionary, whidi the
following words are borrowed and from the languatey came?
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4. assassin, cobalt, zero, scatter, cockroach, laundppysics,
advantage, ranch, violent, wagon, crime, pony, gam cash and
measles.

References

Yule, G. (1985).The Study of Languag€ambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Adams, V. (1971).An Introduction to Modern English Word
Formation.London: Longman.
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LECTURE NINE

Vocabulary and Word Formation Processes

(2)

Introduction

This is a continuation of the last lecture on wlodmation processes. As
in the last lecture, you will be guided to recognthe structure of new
words. You will also learn how new words are formidough such

processes as compounding, blending, clipping, loasidtion, conversion
and acronym.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. analyse the structure of new coinages in Engési,

2. explain the various processes through which nevdsvoome into
existence in a language.

Pre-Test
1. Explain the term “borrowing”.
2. Why do you think new words are needed in a lang@age
3. Distinguish between ‘loan translation’ and ‘borrogi?

47



CONTENT
Other Word Formation Processes
a. Compounding

Compounding refers to the combination or joiningtwb or more free
forms, or words that have independent existence iat single
morphological unit or form. For example, Lehn aNdrt are combined to
produce Lehnwort in German. This combining procdasshnically
known ascompounding, is very common in languages like German and
English, but much less common in languages liken¢hreand Spanish.
Obvious English examples would Hsookcase fingerprint, sunburn
wallpaper, doorknoh textbook wastebasket, waterbed, bathroom,
skyscraper, blackmail, wristwatch, scapegoat, maclen waterproof,
brainwashandgearbox.

This very productive source of new terms has lveelir documented
in English and German, but can also be found iralliotunrelated
languages, such as Hmong, in south East Asia, wbarhbines hwj
(‘pot’_ and kais (‘spout’) to produce hwjkais (‘lkef). The forms pajkws
(flower’ + ‘corn’ = ‘popcorn’) and hnab looj teshiag’ + ‘cover + ‘hand’
+ ‘glove’) are recent creations.

Compounding can be joining two nouns togetheerd and a noun, a
noun and a verb, an adjective and a noun and sexamples are:

Noun + noun book + shelf (bookshelf) ootf+ ball (football)

Verb + noun pick + pocket (pickpocketkill + joy (killjoy)

Noun + verb nose + bleed (nosebleed)noon + shine (moonshine)
Adjective + noun soft +ware (software)  slow + coach (slowcoach)
Particle + noun in + crowd (in-crowd) after + taste (aftertaste)
Verb + particle claw +back (clawback) drop + out (dropout)
Phrase compounds gin-and-tonic forget-me-not.

b. Blending

The combination of two separate forms to producngle new term is
also present in the process caltdeinding. However, blending is typically
accomplished by taking only the beginning of onedvand joining it to
the end of the other word to form a single lingaisinit (blend). In some
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parts of the United States, there’'s a product wichsed like gasoline,
but is made from alcohol, so the ‘blended’ term feferring to this
product isgasohol If your wish to refer to the combined effectssaioke
and fog, then, there is the teremog Some other commonly used
examples of blending arerunch (breakfast/lunch)motel (motor/hotel)
and telecast (television/broadcast). The British have, for amier of
years, considered the feasibility of constructirtgranel under the English
Channel to France, and newspaper inevitably refénis project by using
the blended expression Chunnel. A fairly recenemtion, based on the
blending process, was President Regan’s versioecohomic policy,
which is Reaganomics.

Other commonly used examples of blending are:

Transfer + resistor > Transistor
Foreign + exchange > orelx
Fantastic + fabulous > Fantabulous
Channel + tunnel > Chunnel
Selectors + electorate > Selectorate
Swear + curse > Seur

Here, the initial and terminal segments of two veoade joined to create a
new word.

Some Nigeria blends are
Mobile + Police
Buka + Cafeteria

bl
kBteria

\ 2 4

c. Clipping

The element of reduction which is noticeable inndiag is even more
apparent in the process describedlggping. This occurs when a word of
more than one syllable is reduced to a shorter foftan in casual speech.
Clipping involves the deletion of initial morphemes final words-
segments. The tergasolineis still in use, but occurs much less frequently
thangas the clipped form. Common examples of clippeddsoare ‘ad’
(advertisement), ‘fan’ (fanatic), ‘bus’ (omnibusplane’ (aeroplane),
‘prof’ (professor), ‘lab’ (laboratory), ‘flu’ (infubenza), ‘phone’ (telephone),
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‘photo’ (photograph), ‘van’ (caravan), ‘piano’ (piaforte), ‘fridge’
(refrigerator), ‘taxi’ or ‘cab’ (taxicab).

d. Back-Formation

A very specialized type of reduction process isvikm@asback-formation.

It is a process of word formation where a shorter word esivéd by
deleting an imagined affix from a longer form pmsén a language.
Typically, a word of one type (usually a noun)esluced to form another
word of a different type (usually a verb). A goedample of back-
formation is the process whereby the noun “telewsfirst came into use
and then the verb “televise” was created fronTdther examples of words
created by this process asgglit (from ‘editor’), donate(from ‘donation’),
opt (from ‘option’), emote(from ‘emotion’), enthusgfrom ‘enthusiasm’),
opine (from ‘opinion’), posit (from ‘position’), typewrite (from
‘typewriter’), liaise (from ‘liaison’), housekeejffrom ‘housekeeper’prof
(from ‘professor’) andloc (from ‘doctor’).

e. Conversion
A change in the function of a word, as for examplleen a noun comes to
be used, as a verb (without any reduction) is gglyerknown as
conversion. According to Leech (1981), conversion is a changehie
syntactic function (and usually the meaning) of ig&@m without a
corresponding change in the morphological for@ther labels for this
very common process are ‘category change’ and tiomal shift’. A
number of nouns, such as pocket, net, paper, blibétle, vacation, can
via the process of conversion, come to be usedealsy as in the
following sentences:

i. Hepocketedhe change. (He put the change into his pocket)

ii.. He nettedthe ball. (He put the ball into the net)
Other examples are

He’s paperingthe bedroom walls.
Have youbutteredthe toast?
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We bottledthe home-brew last night.

This process is particularly productive in Modemglish, with new uses
occurring frequently. The conversion can involezbs becoming nouns,
with guess, must and spy as the sources of a gaesast and a spy. Or
adjectives, such as dirty, empty, total, crazy amdty, can become the
verbs to dirty, to empty, to total, or the nourrazy and a nasty.

We should note that these items have come to betoagew word-class
without a change in their forms.

f.  Acronyms

Some new words are formed from the initial lettefra set of other words.
These acronyms often consist of capital lettersinaATO, NASA or
UNESCO, but can lose their capitals to become elaryierms such as
laser (‘light amplification by stimulated emissiasf radiation), radar
(‘radio detecting and ranging’) and scuba (‘selhtained underwater
breathing apparatus’). You might even hear a 'StAFhich is reputed
to have its origins in ‘situation normal, all fodlep’.

Examples of acronyms are:

WASP  (White Anglo-Saxon Protestants)

BASIC (Beginners All-Purpose Symbolic InstructiGode)
LASER (Light Amplification by Stimulate Emissiaf Radiation)
AIDS  (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)

GSM  (Global System of Mobile Communication)

EEC (European Economic Community)

MIT (Massachussetts Institute of Technology)

We should note that the last three types of acrengbove (GSM, MIT,
EEC) are examples of alphabetism. Alphabetism tgpa of acronym
pronounced as a series of letters of the alphabets.
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Examples of some acronyms peculiar to the Nigezranronment are
INEC (Independent National Electoral Commis}io

NEPA (National Electric Power Authority)

JAMB  (Joint Admission and Matriculation Board)

NOUN (National Open University of Nigeria)

EFCC (Economic and Financial Crimes Commission)

Summary

This lecture takes you to the more complex processke word
formation, which involve combing words, reducingrd® and changing
the class and function of words. Some of these gusEs are:
compounding, which entails joining two independermirds to form
one. Blending combines the beginning and the endfrtgvo words to
make one; clipping involves reducing a multisyltabword to the
shortest pronounceable syllable; backformation igeduction that
changes one class into another. Conversion is enatfiange in thg
class and function of words, but has no reductiface Acronyms
produce words out of the first letters of a grofipther words.

1%

Post-Test

1. What kind of word formation processes can you idgnt the
following?

Brunch, Cablegram, Dictaphone, broomstick, horde-taus
conductor, cease fire, car park, horse-shoe, dijacket, umbrella
tree, sponge cake, and

2. Analyse the components of these words.

Reference

Yule, G. (1985).The Study of Languag€ambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
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LECTURE TEN

Syntax: Methods of Syntactic Analysis

Introduction

In this and subsequent lectures, you move from hwqggy to syntax
(analysis of sentence structure). First, you ateduced to methods of
doing syntactic analysis. In other words, you \Wakrn the techniques of
representing elements of sentence structure, wsiagt of symbols and
diagrams. The study of syntax proceeds from whategarded as the
largest unit of syntactic description (that is, Hemtence) and ends at the
smallest meaningful unit (that is, the morphemd)isTis called a top to
bottom analysis. The units smaller than the semeteare referred to as
clauses, phrases, words and morphemes.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:

1. represent constituents of a sentence using tecbsicguch as
bracketing, labelled bracketing and tree diagraansl

2. analyse the constituents of the sentence .

Pre-Test
1. What is a sentence?
2. How does one recognize a sentence?

3. How many types of sentences can you recognize? @ige
example of each sentence type.
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CONTENT

What is Syntax or Syntactic Analysis?

Syntax or syntactic analysis seeks to:
a. determine the relevant components of a sentende; an
b. describe these parts grammatically.

The component parts of a sentence are called tosrsts. In other words,
syntax involves the two closely related tasks of:

a. breaking down the sentences into constituents; and

b. assigning some grammatical labels to each constitusating
what type of constituent (or grammatical categatryy, and what
grammatical function it has.

Constituents are like building blocks which patter certain ways to
form larger units, the largest unit being the secte Each constituent
(except the smallest) can be broken down into amponent parts. The
purpose of doing syntax is to discover the waysvhich constituents
combine to form the structure of sentences.

Representing Constituent Structure

We have already introduced some grammatical umitb systems (see
chapter nine). There are abbreviations and synfbolsyntactic analysis.
Examples are ‘S’ (= sentence), “N’ (= noun), ‘At article) and so on.
We need to introduce three more symbols, whichcammonly used.

The first of these is in the form of an arrew |, d@nchn be interpreted as
‘consists of. It will typically occur in the folleing format: NP —  Art

+ N.

This is simply a shorthand way of saying that amphrase (e.g the
book) consists of an article, ‘the’ and a noun oo

The second symbol used is in the form of pareethesr round
brackets- ( ). Whatever occurs inside these letackill be treated as an
optional constituent. Perhaps an example will midke clear. You can
describe an object as the book, or as the greek bd can say that both
‘the book’ and ‘the green book’ are examples of tiaegory, noun
phrase. In order for a noun phrase to occur ifiEmgyou may require an
article (the) and a noun (book), but the inclusidman adjective (green) is
optional. You can include an adjective, but ih@ obligatory. We can
capture this aspect of English syntax in the foitmywvay:
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NP — Art (Adj) N

This shorthand notation expresses the idea thabum rphrase
consists of an obligatory article and an obligatagun, but may also
include an adjective in a specific position. Thigeative is optional.

The third symbol used is in the form of bracescuny brackets —
{ }. These indicate that only one of the elemeeatslosed within the
brackets must be selected. They are used whea itharchoice from two
or more constituents. For example, we have alresdgd, in lecture 9,
that a noun phrase can consist of an expressierii&woman (Art N), or
she (pronoun). Or Kathy (proper noun). We cancaifrse, write three
single rules, as shown on the left below, but iimigre succinct to write
one rule, as shown on the right below, which inooapes exactly the
same information:

NP — ArtN

Art N

NP _, pronoun—-» NP pronoun
NP —» proper noun proper noun

It is important to remember that, although there dhree
constituents in these curly brackets, only onehefit can be selected on
any occasion. We can present a list of symbols abldreviations
commonly found in syntactic descriptions:

S sentence N noun Pro  pronoun

PN . proper noun V verb Ad] adjective

Art.  article Adv adverb Prep Preposition

NP  noun phrase VP  verb phrase prepositmage
» = ‘ungrammatical sequence’

— = ‘Consists of
( ) ='Optional constituent
{ }='one and only one of these constituents mustsblected’

There are two common ways of representing inforomatiabout
constituent structure, namely:
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a. by labelling and bracketing
b. by Tree diagram

Labelling and Bracketing

Bracketing

The syntactic structure of a sentence may be repted by marking off
each constituent from sentence level to word Ibyedquare brackets [ |:

[[[[The] [policemen] [[arrested] [[the] [suspectH][and] [[[interrogated]
[them]]]]].

Labelled Bracketing

The system of bracketing above can be made clbgnereans of labelling
or adding an appropriate grammatical label to geshof square bracket:

[S1[S2 [NP [pet The ] [ policemen]] [ve[ v arrested ]

[np [petthe] [n[suspects] ] | ]
[conj and]

[S3[NP [them]]
[ve[v interrogated] fp[them] ] 11 ].
b,_ Tree Diagram

The Concept of Family Tree

Family tree terminology is often used to descrilbe telationships
between items. Thus, the tripartite representatainthe structural
description of the sentendéne snake killed the gaas NP V NP, can be
represented in a tree diagram below
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ATV

The Snake killed the cat

This type of tree diagram representation contaias only the
grammatical information but also shows more exthjiche fact that there
are different levels in the analysis. That isré¢his a level of analysis at
which a constituent such as NP is represented atffeaent, lower level
at which a constituent such as N is representede’sidhow a whole
sentence would look like in a tree diagram:

/S\
NP VP
/\ /\
Art N Vv NP
Ar/\N
The  monkey ate a banana

If you start at the top of this tree diagram, yame starting with a
sentence (S) and then dividing the sentence intocwstituents (NP and
VP). In turn, the NP constituent is divided inteotconstituents (Art and
N).

Finally, one word is selected which fits the lal¥t (the), and
another which fits N (monkey).

Although the diagram (a) above reflects the ttipadivision, it does
not show the actual relationship between the NRisth@a verbs, but it is
used to describe family tree relationships. Thu®, N, and NP are
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daughters of S, the leftmost NP being the left titergand the rightmost
NP the right daughter. Analogously, the leftmostiklfhe left sister of V
(both being daughters of the same mother) anditfenmost NP is the
right sister of V, for the same reason.

A tree diagram is also calledparase markerThe whole process of
drawing tree diagrams is a Derivation.

Advantages of Tree Diagram Method

The crucial factor of the tree diagram method sshierarchical structure.
The sentence is analysed into immediate constguertie hierarchical
nature of the analysis illustrates or adequatdlgcts what appears to be a
universal principle of the organization of humandaages, the fact that
they have hierarchical syntactic structures.

Secondly, a hierarchical analysis shows that ¢fetionship between
any pair of constituents must be considered in $eoh relationships
established within the tree as a whole; mere caityigs not necessarily a
particularly interesting relationship. Thus, in @igove diagram, there is a
close relationship between the contiguous itemsatttemonkeythey are
constituents of NP but there is no immediate retetihip between monkey
and ateeven though they are contiguous. Rather, the \atebhas a
relationship with NP a banansince both are constituents of the VP.

Finally, adopting a hierarchical analysis makesaisy to identify the
occurrence of the ‘same’ constituents at differstructural positions
within constituent structures.
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Summary
Syntax identifies and describes the relevant partsomponents that
make up a sentence. Component parts are calleditoenss. The
sentence is made up of smaller units: clauses,spbrawvords an
morphemes. These units, except the smallest — raprph— can be
broken down into its component parts. You are ohiced to the
methods of syntactic analysis. Symbols such asNg ‘Art’, are used
as abbreviations for the grammatical analysis. Oflyenbols used ir
syntactic analysis are: S — Sentence, N — Noumdam, PN — Prope
Noun, V —Verb, and Adj - Adjective, Art — Articléddv — Adverb and
Prep — Preposition. Bracketing is a way of analyzime structure of

sentence. Another explicit way of looking at theisture of a senteng
is labelled bracketing. Tree diagram is usefulHfi@rarchical analysis Q
sentence structures. It is also useful in identdyihe occurrence of th

‘same’ constituents at different structural posifio

&N

D

—

® oD~

Post-Test
1. What are constituents?

2. What is the goal of syntactic analysis?

3. Distinguish between bracketing and labelled brangetusing
illustrative examples from English.

4. What is a tree diagram?

What is the role of tree diagram in syntactic ag&!y

6. Draw a tree diagram to illustrate the sentencevirelo
The cat ate the rat.

o

References

Herman Wekker and Liliane Haegeman (1985Modern Course
in English Syntax_ondon: Croom Helm.

Aitchison, Jean. (1992)Linguistics. Chicago: NTC Publishing
Group
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LECTURE ELEVEN

Syntax: Immediate Constituent Analysis

Introduction

This lecture introduces you to the constituent ysialapproach to syntax
and the kind of arguments that are used to supgpatysis of this kind.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. break down a sentence into its constituents; and
2. describe the parts of the sentence grammatically.

Pre-Test

1. Divide each of the following into two immediate fsaand identify
the construction type to which it belongs:

rainy weather, flat tyres, my friend, old car,

2. Divide each of the following into two immediate fsaand give
each part a name:

the cloud sky, my new shirt, all the brothergr blue dress,

3. Divide each of the following into two parts agive each part a
grammatical name:

a. A man bought a new car

b. Swimming is a good exercise.
c. Seeing is believing.

d. People in trouble need help.
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CONTENT
The Notion of Constituent

The term ‘constituent’ is basic in syntactic anady# refers to a linguistic
unit which is a component of a larger constructidance, a constituent is
seen as a subpart of a sentence. Consequentlynstitgent structure
analysis of language tells how to break sentena@sndinto their
constituent parts, that is, theimmediate constituents This involves
deciding which strings of words are, and which oaesnot considered to
be constituents. This constituent analysis proéessontinued until no
further sub-divisions are possible. Put differentlye analysis tells you
how the smallest constituents can combine to forthero larger
constituents, until we have constructed a sentefibe. major divisions
that can be made within a construction at any lavelcalledmmediate
constituents (ICs) of that construction. The elements that oanbe
further reduced, resulting from this ICs analygis ealled theultimate
constituentsof the construction.

From this, we expect that there are different $ypeconstituents and
we need to know the degree of similarities anded#fices between the
different types. We also need to recognise whiafstituents can combine
with other constituents to make sentences, therand&hich constituents
can, or must occur, etc. This process involvesrthming of different
types of constituents for purposes of easy ideatiifon.

Consider the following construction:

first constituent second constituen

grammatical tie

Sentences are made up of smaller units linked yraamatical
connection. The units so connected are caltetstituents Sentences are
a construction type whose constituents are subjedtpredicate e.g. “The
dog barked” and “I entered the room.”
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Immediate Constituent Analysis

Well's formulation of the theory of IC analysisaswell-known approach
in this area. Its main practice is the analysidirduistic texts into two
immediate parts, named ‘constitutes’. There may d&s analysis into
three, or four, parts. A constituent is part ofamgtitute. A constitute at
one stage of analysis may be a constituent ofgeitaronstitute.

The main principles of the analysis are as follows:

1. There is a basic dichotomy in actor — action pafis full sentence
type in English; these two parts can be exemplifigdhe sentence
John worked.This is referred to as a fundamental sentence typ

2. Sentences that are longer thawhn workedfor example become
‘expansions’ of the fundamental sentence tygepject and
predicate For instance, the sentend@de students have finished
their term papersis taken to be an expansion of the shorter
sentence, becaus€he studentscan take the place ofohn
grammatically, andchave finished their term papersan take the
place ofworkedas predicate.

3. Thus, the analysis into ICs is guided by three d@ms. It must
preserve the same grammatical meaning, fit in tbatgst number
of environments (subject and predicate), and betoragform-class
with the greatest possible variety of content.

Identifying constituents

As we have seen, every sentence can be broken ddwrsuccessive
layers of constituents. However, not all senterca@sbe analysed with as
little trouble asThe duck bit the burglaConsider the sentence:

The mouse ran up the clock.

How should this be analysed? Should we bradieet {ig together,
on the assumption that these words could be replagea word such as
climbed Or should we brackeup the clock together, noting that the
phrase could be replaced by a single word suadpasrds?Problems of
this type are solved by seeing whether the grodpsoods in question
belong together as a constituent elsewhere, sirmcdsathat are grouped
together in one sentence are likely to recur asglesconstituent in other
sentences. One way of checking this is to conss®ictences in which the
original words occur in a different order.
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Up the clock ran the mouse.
*The mouse ran the clock up.

These sentences suggest that wog$he clockshould be bracketed
together, since they can be moved as a chunk trdheof the sentence.
We may therefore analyse the sentence as

[The mouske [ran] [up the clocK.
and draw the tree diagram.

Immediate constituent analyses can be illustratetie tree diagram

below.
S
N
2N
Y,

NP
/N
Det N PP
Prep NP
Dét N
The cat sat on the ' mat

This analysis divides the sentence into a numbehonks, each of
which is then subdivided until we reach the smallEmstituents with
which the analysis is concerned. Each chunk, odisision within a
chunk, is a constituent. The analysis explicitgtssout what can be
considered as constituents.

Labelled Bracketing

The process of grouping constituents together asvnas ‘bracketing’. In
addition to bracketing constituents together, eamistituent is assigned to
a syntactic category- a process known as ‘labelliegch word is labelled
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as a member of a word class: ‘cat'and ‘mat’ areudg), ‘on’ a
Prep(osition), ‘sat’ a V(erb) and ‘the’ a Det (emar). When words have
been brought together into phrases, these too aelléd: N(oun)
P(hrase), P(repositional) p(hrases) and V(erb)aB#)r The structure as a
whole is assigned to the category S(entence). [8=&belled bracketing
below.

S—> [NP[Def™™® NC3 VPV C2PP[ Pref[NP[Det™NMaY]

We have considered some of the requirements, whaid have to
be met by a complete syntactic description. Howetbis area of
linguistic analysis has some limitations, for th@yorelevant issues are
syntactic ones. That is, how to describe structureependently of
‘meaning’ considerations. The concept of word ipamtant in IC analysis,
being a vital means for determining word boundarsll's IC analysis
recognises the need for analysis into multiple thrents. In this, it
foreshadows later developments in syntactic arglyer example, Pike
Tagmemics and Chomsky’s Transformational Grammar.

Well's and Pike’s work have contributed a lot toglistic studies.
Well’'s formulation of the theory of immediate cohsents (IC) analysis
was the best known of its kind. IC analysis invelvine analysis of
linguistic texts into two parts: subject and predéc All others are
expansions of these two. Although IC theory, ashale; was not a highly
formalized theory of grammar, it has contributed poogress in
grammatical analysis. A very important contributimade by IC analysis
to grammatical analysis is the recognition of thastbn of grammar into
morphology and syntax. The notion of ‘constituestbasic in syntactic
analysis

Summary
The analysis of sentence structure has been dodiéerent ways. One
of the earliest forms of analysis is Immediate Gitunsnt Analysis. This
is the procedure which tries to divide the sentente constituents or
components along binary lines. It has made a sogmft contribution tg
syntactic analysis even though it has its limitagio
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Post-Test
1. What is immediate constituent analysis, and howfulgs it to
syntactic analysis?
2. What is a tree diagram, and why is it useful?

3. Make a tree diagram and constituent analysis oh eac the
following:

a. A man bought a new car.
She was singing a song.

The snake killed the rat.

The snake swallowed the rat.
The boy ate the rat.

® 200

4. Convert the tree diagrams into labelled brackgti
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LECTURE TWELVE

Syntax: Phrase Structure Grammar

Introduction

The last lecture introduced you to one of the estliapproaches to
syntactic analysis. This is Immediate constituerdlysis. You were also
introduced to the process of labelling constitugnictures; you will now
learn a new approach callptirase structure grammar. At the level of

Phrase structure, a sentence is represented yoh sieings or sequence
of words, not by a single string. Each set hasows system of rules
known as phrase structure rules. Phrase structtamngar therefore
provides rules for constructing phrase structuiles Noun phrase, Verb
phrase and Prepositional phrase.

Objective

At the end of this lecture, you should be ablestmognise different phrasal
categories in English and analyse their interrrakcstres.

Pre-Test

1. Can you think of any two-word, three-word, and feord
utterances of English?

2. Can you identify them with their grammatical names?

CONTENT
Phrase and Its Constituents

A phrase is lower than a clause but higher thamm@w the grammatical
hierarchy. Simply defined, a phrase is a group ofds with no subject or
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predicate of its own. Different kinds of phrases be identified: (a) noun
phrase (for example, the boys, the two cars; thandr in the office), (b)
verb phrase (for example, go. can go, must have)g¢r) Prepositional
phrase (for example, in the office, behind the drathe table), (d) adjective
phrase (for example, very happy, too tired) ancdegrbial phrase (for example,
very soon). As we can see, phrasal categories th@weinternal structure
which will normally be defined in terms of lexicalr other phrasal
categories that go together to form them. Identdyphrasal categories is
to a large extent a lexical (word class) and molgdioal matter.

As you already know, grammar is to provide a sysiiec account for
the distribution of forms into classes. So far, lvee found the following
constituent structures.

A sentence (S) has as constituent P +MP

A verb phrase (VP) has as constituent V + NP

A verb phrase (VP) has as constituent V

A noun phrase (NP) has as constituent DET + N

A noun phrase (NP) has as constituent N

A noun phrase (NP) has as constituent N (Fersonal noun)

A noun phrase (NP) has as constituent rondun

You will discover that the membership of each €laé mutually
substitutable paradigms of a word (e.g. N) enterm class, e.g. (NP)

Recognising Phrasal Categories

Corresponding to each of the major lexical categoriN(oun), V(erb),
P(reposition), is a phrasal category of NP (NoumaB#), VP (Verb
Phrase), PP (Prepositional Phrase) and so on. Herigal category or
word used in an utterance HEADS a phrase. Thudhave Noun phrase
in “tall children” headed by the noun “children” Bsad word.

The phrasal category of NP contains as a minimrami\, which may
co-occur with other specified lexical or phrasategaries, as in the
following:

NP: N, e.g.: boy, dogs, vermin, people
PN (personal noun), e.g.: John, Mary, Harry
Det N, e.g.: the-boy, those-dogs
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Det Adj N, e.g.: the-big-boy, those-little-girls
Det N PP, e.g.: the — girl — with a big bag, theat— with a long tail.

On similar lines, we can establish a category Bf Vit will consist
minimally of a verb, which may optionally co-occuwith other
constituents. So, for example, any of the followimi{j co-occur as VPs in
English:

VP: V PP, e.g.: sat — on the mat; lay — on théetab

V AdjP, e.g.: seemed — clever; was — big; becarfa

V NP NP, e.g.: gave — the boy — a bar of chocokeeaf —
his mother — a Christmas present

V. e.g.: died, laughed, smiled

By the same procedure, we can establish the @tstructure of other
phrasal categories in English. The P(repositioRghrase) will have as
constituents a Prep(osition), usually followed byNP.

PP: Prep NP, e.g.: on — the mat; near — the door
Prep, e.g.: down (cf. he — fell down); up (cf.-heame up)

We can also establish-an A(djective) P(hrase) whwal consist
minimally of an Adj(ective) optionally preceded ag Int(ensifier):

AP:  Adj, e.g.: big, small, happy, etc.
Int Adj, e.g.: very — happy, extremely — big

Tree Diagram and Phrase Structure Rules

The tree diagram is a notational device which i8r&ly equivalent to

label bracketing: although it looks different, ftopgides the same sort of
information about the syntactic structure of thateece. While labelled
bracketing takes up little space and provides eglewnformation, tree

diagram also provide the same information but showse clearly the

syntactic information.

Each label on the tree, other than the lexicahstat the bottom, is
called a node. So S2 is a node; S3 is another ridieles a node; VP is a
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node. We say that a node dominates all the nodewliein the tree that
are connected to it by downward branches. So, SBisntree dominates
every other node in the tree, but NP, for examgteminates only DET
and N. DET and N dominate no other node. We say tiwes
immediately dominated by another node are DAUGHTE&$at node,
and that node is the MOTHER. So NP, for examplejasher to DET and
N, who are daughters to NP. We say that daughfettsecsame node are
sisters. We call the lexical items along the bottfnthe tree the terminal
string. Every node in the tree is also calledomstituent, so NP is a
constituent, as is DET, as is N, and so forth.

The following (simplified) tree diagram illustratdse above
The snake killed the rat and (it) swallowed it;

/Sl
x \coord S
pd
NET N P NP VP
RN A
DET N NP
DETN N |V |NP
‘N
The snake killed the rat and (it) swallowed it

We can view this tree diagram format in two diéfiet ways. In one
way, we can.simply treat it as a static represemtadf the structure of the
sentence at the bottom of the diagram. We coudggme that, for every
single sentence in English, a tree diagram ofype tould be drawn. The
alternative view is to treat the diagram as a ‘ayitaformat, in the sense
that it represents a way of ‘generating’ not origttone sentence, but a
very large number of sentences with similar stresu

Phrase Structure Rules

This alternative approach is very appealing sih@nables us to generate
a large number of sentences with only a small nunobbeules. These
‘rules’ are usually callegohrase structure rules, and they present the
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information of the tree diagram in an alternativenfat.

In phrase structure rules, there must be onlynglesisymbol on the
left-hand side of the arrow while the right-handesimay have one or
more symbols as in the following:

1. S— NP+VP

The rule is then read as-‘a sentence consists obwn phrase
followed by a verb phrase’. In addition to rulek this type which
generate structures, we can also hbaecal rules which indicate the
word to be used for constituents such as N. Fomelex

N — (boy, girl, dog.....)

This means that N is rewritten as boy, or girldog. We can create a
set of extremely simple (and necessarily incompletease structure rules
which can be used to generate a large number disBrggntences.

2. VP— V+NP

Vv
3. NP— DET+N

PN

Pro
Lexical Rules
Det» ({the, ....}
N — {boy, hunter, elephant ....}
PN—» {John, Uche ....}
VT— {chase, kill, devour....}
VI = {sleep, yawn ....}

© N gk

Rules 1 — 3 are called constituent (phrase) straatules since they
introduce and develop constituent structures. Tisé $ymbol S is called
the initial symbol because it is the one that is expanded dinst the
derivation of the whole sentence starts with thymisol. The symbols
DET, N, PN, VT (transitive), VI (intransitive) arBerminal symbol. The
constituent structure of these rules cannot devélem further. VP and
NP can be further developed by the rules, and énegon terminal.
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The lexical rules given above enumerate the ctasmbership of
each terminal symbol. Alternatively, the lexicallesi of the lexicon
provide this information. This is a preferred methso the lexical rules in
4 — 8 can be eliminated. A lexicon is an unordéistcf words. A general
rule of lexical insertion is used to fill in thermeinal node. Lexical
insertion rule selects from the lexicon a word tdascribes the class
named by the terminal symbol in question. Note thatlexical insertion
rule is, in formal terms, a different rule from tbenstituent structure rule
as it is not a re-write rule, like the PS rules.

Rule Conflation

This involves the reduction of the number of ridgsringing together
similar rules and avoiding unnecessary repetitimr.example, instead of
stating two rules VP as (a) V®  V +NP and (P¥ V, we can express
the same thing as (c) VvV V (NP), using thevaht symbols. Consider
also the following:

S —» NP VP
NP_, ( Art (adj) N
e
VP — V NP (PP) (Adv)
PP —» Prep NP
N —»(boy, girl, horse) \% (saw, followed, helped)
PN — (George, Myrna) Prep (with, near)
Art —(a, the) Adv (yesterday, recently)

Adj —(small, crazy)

These rules will generate the grammatical senseeshewn below as
(1) to (7), but will not yield the ungrammaticalnsences shown as (8) to
(20).
The girl followed the boy.
A boy helped the horse.
The horse saw a girl
Myrna helped George recently.
George saw a horse yesterday.

arwnNPRE
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A small horse followed Myrna.

The small boy saw George with a crazy horse regentl
* Boy the Myrna saw.

* Helped a girl.

10. * Small horse with girl.

© 0N

Summary

Thus far, you have been looking at linguistic ungamarily in
‘categorical’ terms. Categories like nouns or nguimrases can b
identified in terms of their internal structure amdnstituents (se
lecture 11). Phrase structure grammar addresséaxsynterms of the
distribution of items into categories within struis. There ar
different phrasal categories. These are: Noun phr&erb Phrase
Prepositional Phrase, Adjectival Phrase and Adeémhrase. What i
important in these groups is that the part of sSpementioned (like
noun, verb, adjective, etc.) will be the head ef gnoup.

L0 B« B o))

[2)

Post-Test

Draw at least four different tree diagrams, usimg®S rules below:
1. s — NP - VP
2. Vb — V — ({NP})
3. NP —— Det-N

Insert lexical items at the terminal nodes of tlee$. We suggest
that you choose from the following:

a. the, a, this, that for the category Det
b. policeman, professor, girl, student for the catgddr
4. What are rewrite rules?
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LECTURE THIRTEEN

Syntax: Transformations

Introduction

In this lecture, we approach English syntax frompbint of view of basic

sentence types. We shall also consider a few y@amgmtand combinations
of these basic types. Such variations and combinstare arrived at by a
process calletransformation. The analysis will involve the discovery of
certain types of basic sentences and the kindsaon$formations involved

in producing many different kinds of sentences nglish. The lecture is

based mainly on the works of Noam Chomsky anddiisvers.

Objectives

At the end of this lecture you should be able to:
1. recognize basic sentence types and structuralrpaiie English;
2. recognize the relationship between pairs of seetenc

3. transform English sentences into other possibleatrans and
combinations; and

4. explain transformational processes.
Pre-Test

1. What is a declarative sentence? Give three exanple
2. What is an interrogative sentence? Give three elesnp
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CONTENT
Basic Sentence Types

According to the transformationalists, all Englsgntences are derived by
various changes and combinations from a few basitesce types. Basic
sentence types are fundamental and provide for rpassible sentences.

The basic sentence types are all STATEMENTS, hadundamental
syntactic relationship is that of predication: themust be a SUBJECT and
a PREDICATE. In the basic sentence, the subjeotdsarily a noun or
pronoun, with or without a determiner, but the pcate may contain any
of a variety of patterns:

Pattern one:

N+V (Birds fly)

D+ N +V + ADV (The boys walked slowly)
N +V + ADV (They shouted loudly)

Pattern two
D+ N+V +ADJ (The girl looks sad)

Pattern three
N +V +N  (Cows eat grass)

Pattern four
D+N+V+ D+ N (The boy kicked the ball)

Pattern five
D + N +V +D +N +D +N (The man gave the boy some Byn

Pattern six
N +V +N +D +N (He called him a fool)
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Pattern seven
N+V+N +N (We appointed John secretary)

Pattern eight
N + BE + ADV (He is there)

Pattern nine
D+ N + BE +ADJ (The policeman is happy)

The Process of Transformation

Certain kinds of operations can be performed onhbikgic sentences to
yield new sentence types or to yield phrases aadsek that may be
combined with other sentences to form more comigdtatructures.

Sentences of all languages have both a deep seusttnich gives the
meaning of the sentence and a surface structuriehvgives the form of
the sentence as it occurs in an utterance. Theg, steucture is an abstract
phenomenon which one assumes on the basis of theimgeof a sentence
and its syntax. A surface structure is closer tgsgal reality in the sense
that it concretely specifies the syntactic struetoir an utterance, that is,

DEEP STRUCTURE SURFACE STRUCTURE

v

Meaning form used in utterances

Transformations relate deep structures to suritogctures. They
relate deep structure trees or phrase-markersrfacgustructure trees or
phrase-markers. More specifically, they transforme phrase-marker into
another. If more than one transformation is necgssatermediate
structures will be generated by each transformatiotil the surface
structure is formed.

The description of a transformation consists of tfae structural
description (SD) and (b) the structural change (S)e structural
description specifies which trees are to be aftette the rule (the input
trees (corresponding to the deep structure)) wiiée structural change
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associates each input tree with an outpag, that is, a tree that has
undergone the rule specified.

Human language makes use of three elementaryfdraretional
processes viz: adjunction, substitution and datetio

Transformational Rules

The transformational part of the grammar operateshe deep, abstract
structures as specified by the PSR’s of the grammnsformational
rules operate on bits and pieces of the deep ateicthese rules may
delete constituents, add constituents, or changstiteents around (e.g.
the Question Transformation). We will follow as rhuas possible, the
transformational rules as specified #spects of Syntadby Noam
Chomsky.

Question Transformations

Question Transformation: English has various tygfesuestions. These
include:

1. Yes — Nauestions, e.g.: Did you measure the distance?
2. Whquestions e.g.: Why did you measure it?

The following is a more abstract representatiothefrule involved in
guestion transformation from a declarative to itgative sentence.

Declarative: [s [nPl] [ve [shall] [show my rude drawings]]
+Present

Interrogative:

BASIC SENTENCE TRANSFORMED SENTER

You are busy > Are you busy?

In sentences with the verbe, you form questions by reversing the
positions of subject and verb. Here are some mongestipn
Transformations of this type:
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He is at school. Is he dtomt?
They are ready. Are theydyga
| am right » Am ght?

v

v

In the case of all verbs other thdme, to make the Question
Transformation you follow one of two proceduresfatiént from the
above. One is the procedure when the verb occutsuti any helping
verb; in this case, you must supply a helping vaitrays do (does, did).
The transformation consists of starting the questiath the do-type
helper (inserting it before the subject) and chagghe main verb to its
simple form.

He reads fast. Does he resatPfa
He heard a noise. Did he hear agii
They went home Did they go home?

Here is the second procedure for performing Qaesti
Transformations with verbs other th&we: if the verb in the basic is
expanded with one helping verb or more, you singtgrt the question
with the first helping verb (place it before théogct) and keep the rest of
the sentence in its basic form. Thus

He is going now. Is he going now?
They might have been cold. Might they have ba#d?
You have remembered. Have you remembered?

Passive Transformations

Passive Constructions: Given a structure of thenfbiP — Auxiliary) — V
— NP, move the object NP to the front of the sec#eso that it becomes
the subject; take the former subject, adjoyrto form a PP and move this
to the end of the sentence; add the ‘passive auyxilian appropriate form
of BE, to the verb group so that it immediatelyga@es the main verb,
which must now itself appear in the ‘passive p&etiform.
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E.g. John wrote a letter/ A letter was writtenJioyn.

John broke the window. The window was broken by Joh

The passive transformation can be performed onliasic sentences that
contain transitive verbs, here you transfer theeadbjof the verb
(complement) to the subject position, supply theppr form ofbe as a
helping verb, change the verb to the past pargdiptm, and complete the
new sentence by adding the subject (the actor)hefldasic sentence
preceded by the prepositiday. These operations produce a sentence in
the passive form when performed on a basic sentefiitea transitive
verb.

More examples

It was the window that John broke.

What John broke was the window.

What John did to the window was to break it.

The window, John broke it.

John broke it, the window.

This is the window John broke

This is the window (which was) broken by John
John’s breaking of the window (caused a stir onpash
The breaking of the window by John (signalled ad &nthe violence).
For John to break the window (was a mistake).

(It was said) that John broke the window.

Some sentences may appear to have identical wteutiut when
examined more closely they are found to have disstructures. The two
sentences, now classics, that generative gramnsatise to illustrate this
tendency are the following:

1. John is easy to please.
2. John is eager to please.
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Transformations and Complex sentences
The various elements of complex sentences, sudHassig won every

game, Ade was expected to beat every player wHteobad himcan be
shown to be derived from the basic sentences thus,

BASIC SENTENCES DERIVEERISTENCES

Ade has won every game viRiawon every game

X expected Ade to X Ade was expected

Ade beats every player to beat every player

Every player challenged him vdinallenged him
Summary

This lecture introduces you to a modern theory rafimgnar known a
Transformational Generative grammar, propoundeNdsm Chomsky
In his original / ealiest formulation, Transfornaatal Grammar is ;
theory of language concerned with the relationdigpween sentences.
Transformational Generative grammar demonstrates the relationship
between sentences by employing a set of transformational rules|to
generate surface structures, (that is, actual seeseproduced) from the
deep structure. Various transformations are derfvaoh a list of basig
sentences in English.

U7J

wn

Post-Test
1. Convert the following sentences into questions:
a. She bought a car.
b. She is happy.
Convert the following affirmative sentences inggation
| am ready.
She bought a car.
They run quickly.

o TN
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LECTURE FOURTEEN

Syntax: Functional Analysis

Introduction

In the remaining two lectures on this course (feemt and fifteen), you
will learn an alternative method of syntactic asayYou will learn about

form-function method of analysis as developed bghdel Halliday and

others. This approach will enable you to analysefdihm and functions. In
this type of syntax, your attention will be focudsen sentence types,
clause elements and their functions.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:
1. analyse and describe the elements of clause steyetod

2. Identify and - describe grammatical and semantic tfans of
clauses in English.

Pre-Test
1. What is the distinction between a phrase and a&selau
2. "What is the distinction between a clause and aesenf’

CONTENT
Grammatical Form and Function

During the latter half of the 1960s; M. A. K. Hdliy’'s work became
increasingly influenced by ideas of the functiors&mantic and contextual
nature of language as held, for example, by B. habiski. With emphasis
on the semantic dimension of language, syntactatyais no longer held
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the same focus of attention as before. Thus, systemctional model
began to account for the nature of the linguistysteaam and options
available to the language user for carrying outcigecommunicative
functions.

The Notion of Function

Language functions can be considered at two majai$: the macro and
the micro. At the macro level, Halliday identifidtzree meta-functions -
experientia) interpersonal and textual At the micro level, language
functions are grammatically described in such teamssubject, object,
complement, adverbial, etc.

Macro functions

a. The experiential function of language is used to communicate ideas.
It is the function whereby a speaker expressesdhé&ent elements of
his utterance. In operating this function, he nef® people, objects,
places, actions, events, states, qualities andirostances. Consider
the following sentences:

1. We constructed a boat yesterday

The sentence has the following experiential detail

speaker +action, past - construct + objectat batime- yesterday.
2. Your hands are cold

The experiential information in this sentence idelsi object, plural-
hand, possession- address; + state, present — cold.

b. The interpersonal function of language can be seen at three levels.
First, it is used to establish and maintain sa@kdtions. This is found
in greetings and various forms of phatic communiGonsider the
following examples:

3. Good morning
I’'m pleased to meet you
5. Good bye

All these are typical examples of greetings sertmopen, respond to
or close social contact.

e
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Secondly, it is used to influence people’s behaviand get things
done. This can be seen in the examples below:

6. Request: Could you pass the salt please?
7 Instruction: Turn left at the junction and take first turning right etc.

Thirdly, it is used to express the speaker’s fegj attitudes and
opinions towards and assessment of the ideati@maént of what is being
said. It is thus referred to as the personal foncind serves to moderate
the mainstream idea in the sentence, as seen follbwing examples.

8. They mayhave got the information.
9. She has probabsrrived by now.

c. The textual (or discourse) functionaccording to Halliday is used to
create texts. It is the function which gives cemee and cohesion to a
passage.

Language, thus, is a mixture of network of systamd functions, just
as the human being is made up of different parth different functions.
English clauses can be seen to realise these rhawtons.

Theoretical Categories of Grammar
The categories are Unit, Structure, Class and Byste

a. Unit: Unitis the category set up to account for thetstres that carry
grammatical patterns in a language These arefiveimber, namely,
sentence, clause, group, word and morpheme (serd&).

The Notion of Rank

The idea of rank relates to the grammatical unftkis shows the
hierarchical ordering and relation of the unitsogrused in the grammar
of a language. The units can be arranged eitheasicending or
descending order. In the arrangement order, thepmeme is the least
while the sentence is the highest. The arrangealsatgives room for a
lower rank. This arrangement of the structuraltsican be graphically
demonstrated.
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Sentence
Clause
Group
Word
Morphemes
i. Sentence
Example: ///l am seriously weak in science sulsjéct
/[IMy mother is sick///.
i. Clause
Example: ///if somebody wants to read medicine//.
/l/What | m trying to tell them//.
i. Group
Example: /is not teaching/.
/would like to do/.

ii. Word

Example: ‘mother’, ‘letter’, write’, ‘science’, sjgct’, tell’
iii. Morpheme

Example: ‘write + ing= writing”

“‘interest + ed= interested”
“subject + s= subjects”
“happy +ness= happiness”

b. Structure: This category accounts for differences in the pattef
utterances or sentences. It explains the way ttle¢éckes within the
sentence or utterances have been combined to ptbedntended
message. Structure caters for what constitutesitairnu relation to
functional element there in.

For the sentence or clause unit, the structuraMsys SPCA or
SVOCA. For SPCA, we have Subject, Predicator, Cempiht and
Adjunct. An expanded version of this is SVOCA, whibas Subiject,
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Verb, Object, Complement and Adverbial. These heedlements of the
clause or simple sentence.

Under the unit “group”, we have the Nominal grotip verbal group
and so on. The structure for Nominal Group, fotanse, is MHQ (which
is modifier, head word and qualifier) while the lvalr group structure has
the element auxiliary and the lexical verb. In thisucture, auxiliary is
optional; the lexical verb. For example, the dwue of a verbal group can
take any of these forms:

/l are going// (as in// we are going to our mothérouse//).
/lwas// (as in// my mother was sick//).

c. Class: This is the category set up for any set of itena trave the
same possibilities of operating in the structute. fact, such items
will be similar in structures, functions and themmbination with
other units of the same rank. Thus, the classesoois, verbs,
adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and so on.

d. System:This is a central category used to express a simglieof
choices available at a particular place in thecstme. In other words,
this category accounts for the range of choices #na available
within a unit (Halliday 1985, 1995). More importhn the unit of
items contained in the system is finite and thetaddof a new term
affects the meaning of at least one of the exidgngs.

Elements of Clause structure and Functions

There are seven elements of clause structure. Tdres&ubject (S), Verb
(V), Direct Object (O), Indirect Object (Oi), SubjeComplement (C),
Object Complement (Co), Adverbial.

Now, -consider the clause element functions withim ¢tlause, i.e. what it
is and what it does.

Subject

In terms of its meaning, thsubject is normally the element which
performs the action in theerb. In terms of clause structure, it comes first
in the clause.
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Verb

In terms of its meaning, theerb element expresses the action performed
by the subject The ‘action’” may not however, be particularly iaet
being sometimes more a matterbeingor feelingor becoming- states of
existence — rather than performed actionsdikginganddancing

Direct Object

Some clauses are madesnibject, a transitiveverb and a third element.
The third element is théirect object (O) and such clauses can be called
SVO structures. In terms of its meaning, sldject (the ‘actor’) typically
does something (the ‘action’) to amject. In terms ofclause structure,
thedirect object achieves its identity because of its positiontietato the
verb. For example, we could reverse the element indlaaise.

Subject Complement

In terms of itsmeaning subject complementsays what the SUBJECT is,
or is feeling, (e.g. becoming, seems, etc.) In seomthe clause structure,
we need once again to look at therb. Just as an extensive verb can
result in a clause havingdirect object; so thesubject complement(C)
co-occurs with an intensive verb. The most commbthe verbs is the
‘Be’ form.

Indirect Object

In terms of the meaning of the clausgave Tom a piece of my mind

We find adirect object (a piece of my mindyhich is given to a recipient
(Tom). The recipient is théndirect object (Oi) and such clauses are
known asSVOO structures.

Interms of clause structure, timelirect object is made necessary, as
are other kinds of clauses, by the nature ofvird. This time, it allows
two objects to be used within the clause. It ispugsible to have a clause
with only a subject, verb and indirect object. This would result in
clauses like:

| gave Tom
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And although out of context, it is unlikely we wdukver use such a
structure, it is easy to imagine a context in whileis would become a
perfectly understandable SVO clause:

| gave two kittens called Tom and Tim. | wantedjitee one away, so |
gave Tom.

Object Complement

In terms of its meaning, this one is fairly harddescribe. Thebject
complement(Co) is what someone or something is or becomesrasult
of an action performed by someone or something else

Adverbial

In terms of its meaning, thadverbial (A) generally tells where, when,
why, or how the action in the verb happened.

The Clause as Representation of Meaning
The clause involves three kinds of elements. These
a. aprocess
b. people and things that participate in the proesss
c. Circumstances that are associated with the praseseme ways

Kinds of processes: doing, saying, sensing and bgin

These four general kinds of processes are deschibé&sirms of “clause
representation”. For example, sequences of eveaysinvolve people in
various kinds of actions, as well as speaking ialodjue: people’s
reactions to events can include words that exghessfeelings.

a. Doing: focusing on activities

The “doing” process represents the material actiorsat people do, or
what happens. These are particularly found in ssopge of events in
stories. Examples are:

i. 1 askedhim some questions.
ii. 1kickedthe ball.
Other verbs of “doing” include: carry, fly, cataktc
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b. Sensing

Sensing is another type of process. The proceser@fing is a mental one.
Examples are

a. Mary was pleasedith the gift.
b. She_ likesoranges.

Other verbs of sensing are: fear, wonder, enjoyazes, frightens,
puzzles, forget

c. Being: Focussing on Entities
Being as a process is a relational one. Exampées ar
i. Ade iswise.
ii. Mice aretimid creatures.
iii. (i) The baby turnednto a pig.
iv. (iv)Your story soundsunny.

d. Saying

Saying as a process is a verbal one. Examples are
i. John saidl am sick”.
ii. My watch_sayst’s half past ten.
iii. (ii)The notice tellsyou to keep quiet.

Summary

This lecture is concerned with another model ofngrear which
emphasizes the meaning and function of grammaticats. A major
focus of the lecture is the clause in terms of désperiential,
interpersonal and textual functions. As a repredent of experience
the clause performs a variety of functions sucprasess, participatio
and circumstances. This grammar is called Systémigtional
grammar (SFG).

=]

Post-Test

1. Classify the following verbs into their various pess functions;
Slap, know, cook, believes, admire, exclaim, mind.
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2. Evaluate Systemic Functional Grammar as a modedyliotactic
analysis
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LECTURE FIFTEEN

Functional Relations

Introduction

In this last lecture, you will continue with formiction method of
syntactic analysis by looking at the constituerftthe sentence, namely,
VP, NP, Adjective Phrase (AdjPs) Adverb Phrase @@g)y and
Prepositional Phrase (PPs) and the functional ioelst within each
constituent.

Objectives
At the end of this lecture, you should be able to:

1. recognise the constituents within the Verb PhraseNoun Phrase
and the functional relations between constituents;

2. describe the grammatical functions of elements hiwithe verb
phrase and the noun phrase; and

3. analyse more complicated sentence structures ihdbng

Pre-Test

1. Define and explain the following concepts: metations,
predication, and complementation.

2. ldentify the grammatical function (GF) in the follong sentences
and indicate the word constituents that are redlise

a. John worded the letter very carefully.
b. Paul lent Arthur his old bicycle.
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CONTENT

Syntax is concerned not only with the word orderai sentence in a
language, but also with the internal structurehaf words showing how
one word influences the other word in the sentearzk the relationships
that bind the words together to form an acceptaglietence. In this
lecture, we are concerned with functional relatops within the
sentence. This is an important functional relatmgo be found in any
language that concerns the verb and its relatipsskith various NP and
PP constituents with which it occurs.

Identifying Participants

There are linguistic resources concerned with hasti@pants in the

clause are identified. Participation comprisesiagtor person that can be
classified, described and qualified in the clausacture. Grammarians
look at elements of clause from the perspectivduottion. From a

grammatical perspective, participants are realigethominal groups; that

is, groups of words that are built up around a noun

Identifying People and Things: The Nominal Group Functions

Nominal groups are built up around what Hallidalyscthe Thing: this can
be a proper name or pronoun (Mary, 1) or a noun, (gian, and structure).
Names and pronouns have enough information toifgemnparticipant, as
we have seen, so the name or pronoun can startd own. With nouns,
additional information | often added. The thing da@ classified by a
Classifier, described by an Epithet, qualified b@uaalifier, and counted
or measured by a Numerative: and it can be detednitelling us who or
what we're talking about, by a Deictic. Hallidayerm for these various
kinds of ‘modifiers’ are outlined in Table 3.11 afpwith a question that
glosses the kind of information they provide, ane typical word class or
part of speech that realize them.
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Deictic Enumerative Epithet Classifier Thing Qualifier
“Which?” “how many?” | “What like?” | “What kind?” | “What?” “What else?”
Determiners | Numerals Adjectives nouns nouns Rfoiasises
A farm Girl
A Young Man in his twenties
A Top security structure
The first time

three Years
The Early Hours of the morning
the police officer Who applied for it
The Decisions| They came to

Syntactic Relationships

We have looked at phrases as groups of words béynd syntactic
relationship. There are four major syntactic relahips in English. These
are (a) modification (b) predication, (c) completagion and (d) co-
ordination.

A. Moadification: this is the relationship in which a word, phraselause
is used as a modifier (M) of a noufhe smallest and simplest of noun
phrase structures is a noun. A noun phrase maycalssist of a modifying
element (or modifier) and a noun as headword; xamgple The dogs'. This
kind of structure is termed modification. There tave forms of modification;
(@) pre-modification classes of words like detesrsn(the, a, an), adjectives,
(young, old), numerals (two. three, etc), and nguretede the headword,
noun, to modify it. Post modifiers also called digas come after the headword
to modify it.

a. The unmodified type:
Dogs bark  Menare here.
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B. The Modified types
1. Modifier + Headword
The man
Our friends
2. Modifier Modifier Headword
(Determiner) (Adjective) (Noun)
The white house
Some beautiful flowers
3. Headword Qualifier
Ladies with long hairs (PP)
Candidates who scored less than fifty percent (Rause)
4. Modifier Headword Qualifier
The book | love to read
The car which was newly bought
The lady in white

b. Predication

This is the relationship between the subject(S)\artd (V) in the
sentence.

Verb functions

As a rule, verbs express activities of some kinat (he term ‘activity’ is

to be interpreted here in a fairly wide sense, ndude such events,
happenings, states of affairs and situations agxveessed by verbs like
die, dream, fall, hate, possess, resemlfejivities usually involve one or
more participants. The activity ‘kill' for example, exggsed by the verb
‘kill" involves two participants: the Agent and tiiRatient. In order to refer
to the activity of ‘killing’, we must therefore asrefer to these two
essential participants. In the sentedoén killed the trampthe Agent is
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expressed byohn the Patient byhe tramp.The constituentdohnandthe
tramp are respectively the Subject of S and the Compi¢mkV. thus, a
sub-categorisation frame can be seen as a granaingfiecification of a
verb, which also reflects tteemantic conter(that is, the meaning) of the
verb.

c. Verbs and Complementation

Lexical verbs can be classified according to theetgf complementation
they take; that is to say, according to the wawimch the verb combines
with different types of dependents or complemeimrder to appreciate
the organisation of this system, it is necessamynerstand something of
the various types of complement element which acthe complement
element in clause structure may be subdivided exnsive (€ and
intensive (€) complements. An extensive complement, with theepsion
of reflexive forms, is a nominal entity which isstihct from the subject; it
thus corresponds to the traditional grammaticalbmodf object.

Examples:

John visited the doctor.

Bill has a_new job.

The manager gave me a gold watch.

An intensive complement on the other hand, is dityeor feature which
is co-referential with the subject and which indeedraditional grammar
would also be referred to as a complement.

Summary of Complementation Types

Here is a summary of the classification of verbsoading to their
complementation

Verbs Frames Examples
a. Intransitive, e.daugh [vp--g Helaughed.
AdjP
b. Copula, e.g. seep{--—--NP ] He seemedp\jp very
PP cheerful]
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c. Monotransitive, [VP__ NP]

e.gkill S He killedr the mouse]
d. Ditransitive [VP-------- He gavge the girl]
e.g.give NP-NP] kp @ book]
NP-PP]
e. Complex Transitive, [VP-------- He called him.
e.g.call AdjP]

NP - NP] {pafool]

f. Intransitive + PP VP------ PP He leaned fowards
the girl]
g. Transitive + PP [VP ---NP- PP] He puthis head]

ppON the table]
d. Coordination

This is the relationship in which two or more worfiling the same
grammatical function are linked by a coordinatirapjanction such as
‘and’, ‘or’ ‘but’ or a pause. Coordination may feund at the level of
words (lexical co-ordination), phrase (phrasal cdimation) and clause
(clausal coordination). See examples below:

Boys and girls... (Iexical)
Old men and young ladies... (phrasal)
John is a teacher and Mary is a nurse (clausal)

Summary

This lecture is concerned with the constituent$ goawith verb phrase
and noun phrase, as well as the functional relatidetweern
constituents. It also discusses verb functionsaddition to verbs and
complements (complementation types). Nominal groapd nomina
group functions are also discussed.

D
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Post-Test

3. Define and explain the following concepts: metafions,
predication, and complementation.

4. Identify the grammatical function (GF) in the folling sentences
and indicate the word constituents that are redlise

c. John worded the letter very carefully.
d. Paul lent Arthur his old bicycle.
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